A
m
A

Yy AN
S §par =
ORONTO YDROPLANE & JAILING (LLUB

Pro

FEBRUARY 2026 NUMBER 292

COOL OFF WITH THESE PICTURES
NEXT JULY AND AUGUST




@.

Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Martin Osborne
(416) 561-1100
email: commodore@thsc.ca
PAST COMMODORE
Terry Pasieka
(416) 319-7450
email: past-commodore@thsc.ca
VICE COMMODORE
Scott Parsons
(416) 526-8840
email:_vice-commodore@thsc.ca
REAR COMMODORE
Helen Rigler
(647) 989 8509
email: rear-commodore@thsc.ca
HARBOUR MASTER
Peeter Leppik
(416) 565-0487
email: harbourmaster@thsc.ca
PROPERTY MANAGER
John Greenham
(416) 998-4106
email: property-manager@thsc.ca
TREASURER
Grant Britchford
647-236-5428
email: treasurer@thsc.ca

SECRETARY
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(416) 000-0000
email: secretary@thsc.ca
RACING FLEET CAPTAIN
Bryan Pelkey
email: race-captain@thsc.ca
CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN
Mike Smith
email: cruising@thcs.ca
WAYS AND MEANS
Jeff Hocking
email: waysandmeans@thsc.ca

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR
Andrea Barkley
email: membership@thsc.ca
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
email: social@thsc.ca
OFFICER OF THE DAY COORDINATOR
Peter de Jonge van der Halen
email: ood-coordinator@thsc.ca
RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Miranda Wheatstone
email: reciprocals@thsc.ca
RECEIVER
John Morris
email: receiver@thsc.ca
SPAR & PROP EDITOR
Richard Taylor
(416) 293-4340

email: rwt@total.net

Calendar

February 21*—Euchre Night
March 7"—Brewery Tour & Pizza
March 21%—Spring Social—7-10
April 15"—Race Meeting—7-9
April 16—Cruising 101—7-9
May 2-3—LAUNCH—7-5
May 9*"—Coatsworth’s Cut Cruise (with ABYC)
May 13*"—Warm Up Race—6:30-9
May 14*"—Coastal Personal Survival Course—See Race Captain report
May 16/17/18—Reciprocal Cruise to BPYC
May 16"—Ice Breaker Race—11—4 (with ABYC-TH&SC Hosting)
May 16'"—Rear Commodore Meet & Greet (Licensed 5-12p, Dinner at 6p)
May 17*"—Rear Commodore Brunch—10-12
May 20'"—Wednesday Night Racing Series I begins—6:30-9
May 23“—Pop Up Karaoke
May 29*"—Susan Hood Trophy Race
May 31"—LOSHRS Race 1 Day Race
June 6"—Boat Open—YARD SALE
June 13*"—Sail Past—11 am-midnight
June 14" —D-Dock Brunch—10-noon
June 20" —Dufferin Bell Buoy Race(with ABYC-ABYC hosting)
June 21*—AGM—1 pm
June 27-28th—LOSHRS Races 2 & 3
June 27/28/29—Reciprocal Cruise to Highland YC
June 28"—A-Dock Brunch
July 1*—Canada Day—5-6 pm—dessert set out
July 1*—Wednesday Night Racing Series II begins—6:30-9
July 4"—Circle of Life Race—11-4
July 10"—ABYC Sail Canada Event (we help)
July 10*-14*"—Lake Ontario 300
July 11/12—Reciprocal Cruise to LSYC
July 18/19—Reciprocal Cruise to QCYC
July 25/26—Race des Voyageurs Reciprocal Cruise with Etobicoke Yacht Club
Pop Up Party in the Hole
August 2" —B-Dock Brunch—10-12
August 8"—East End Challenge — Summer Blast
Regatta & Dinner—11 am-midnight
August 12th—Wednesday Night Racing Series III begins—6:30-9
August 15-16—LOSHRS Race 4—100 miler
September 5%"—Bluffers Challenge Race—11-4
September 5%"—Corn Roast—5 to midnight—AND COUNTRY FARE SALE
September 6"—C-Dock Brunch—10-12
September 5/6—Reciprocal Cruise to FBYC
September 12/13—LOSHRS Races 5 & 6 Port Dalhousie
September 19"—Frost Bite Race—11-4 + Summerville (with ABYC)
September 20" —Female Fleet Regatta
September 23“—Delehaye Cup—6:15-8:45
September 28" —TH&SC Elections—7-9
October 10"—Cradle Placement—9-4
October 10"—Thanksgiving Dinner—6-11
October 17th-18th—HAULOUT—
November 7—Awards Night—5-12
November 15%"—Kid’s Christmas Party—11-2

TH&SC —20 Ashbridge’s Park Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
TH&SC WEBSITE—www.thsc.ca
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Terry Pasieka

OOKING at the recent
I and forecasted thermo-

meter readings, I, like
many others, are left
wondering what in the
world is happening! The - ‘
Great Lakes have the most e
ice coverage in the past fifteen years,
Lake Erie is very close to one-hundred
percent ice coverage and even Lake
Ontario is approaching forty percent, all
of which are helping to hold the
average temperatures in the region well
below normal and doing little to help
melt the record snowfalls that have hit
Toronto in the month of January.

I am however buoyed by the warmth
of the sun on my face which is getting
stronger every day and trying valiantly
to melt the snow off the boats and tarps
in the yard.

For those of you who are in warmer
climes enjoying sunny days and sandy
beaches I am just a touch envious and
think it might be time to take a last-
minute flight out of here for a week or
more.

First, I would like to thank all the
outgoing executives for their terms of
service on the board. Terry for his recent
term as Commodore, Glenn for not only
his terms as Rear Commodore but also
his terms as Commodore and subse-
quent term as Past Commodore, Paul
for his term as Rear Commodore and
now his continuation as our new
Communications Officer. Without
dedicated volunteers like these our club
would never have survived the last
seventy-five years as well as it has.

To help me prepare this first official
message as Commodore, I spent time
poring over the past issues of the Spar
and Prop to see what others had
encountered in their inaugural months
as Commodore and it was interesting to
find that many of the same topics
seemed to have continued to repeat
themselves year after year.

The one item that seemed to recur
most often was the participation of
members as volunteers and what is
needed to engage a larger number of
members in the day-to-day operation
and betterment of the club in general.

I found it most interesting that a
small group of names appeared
repeatedly in the writings and their
ongoing contributions continue to help
keep the club running as smoothly as it
does.

It is my hope that we can continue to

build on this legacy of volunteerism
that is so necessary in our
community as a self-help club and
make this year one in which every
member finds a way to step up and
share the load of making the club a
better place for all to enjoy.

No matter how large or small the
contribution every hour given makes
the club a better place for everyone.
Let’s really try and break the trend of
twenty percent of the people doing
eighty percent of the work and truly
share the load across the entire
membership, it will make the club a
better place for everyone! I truly
hope that we can all pitch in together
and make 2026 the year of the
volunteer!

There are currently quite a few
exciting projects underway in and
around the clubhouse and upcoming
on the social calendar that will
provide lots of opportunity for
everyone to get their work hours in
early and then of course go above
and beyond as so many already do
throughout the season. I will leave
the details of opportunity to the
other directors to share with you in
their respective reports further on in
the newsletter.

In closing, I would like to add that
I am truly looking forward to the
camaraderie of the boat yard annual
spring preparations and of course
seeing everyone more often in and
around the club as we are now just
under eighty-five days to launch and
counting down to summer!

Finally, I would like to say, please
don’t hesitate to reach out to myself
or any member of the executive with
suggestions or concerns that you
might have or especially to offer your
time to volunteer and keep our club
the best club on the lake!

Fair winds and following seas,

Martin Osborne
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Bryan Pelkey
ERE’S activity behind the

I scenes during these

frozen months to get
organized for the 2026 season ||
like finalizing the race calendar, 55
trying to land catering for
Wednesdays, prepping for the Race
Meeting in April and keeping the fires
burning for another East End Challenge
at TH&SC this year.

We will be hosting the Coastal
Personal Survival Course on May 14th.
Don’t miss it. For the 2026 LOOR/
LOSHRS season, 30% of a crew need to
have taken the course for any Category
3 races. Consider taking the course even
if you don’t race. It teaches valuable
knowledge and skills to keep you safe
on the water. More to follow on
registration details.

Special thanks to Paul and others for
organizing the Dave Dellenbaugh's
Boatspeed Playbook seminars, a great
opportunity for folks to get together
during the winter to watch on the new
big screen, eat pizza and drink beer—
good times had by all, I'm told!

Bryan
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John Greenham

HIS is my first article for |,

Spar & Prop as Property |

Manager and with
February in full swing and
winter doing its very Toronto [
thing, I find myself already exc1ted for
the upcoming sailing season. Cold days
like these make those first warm
evenings on the water feel even closer.

I'm truly happy to be serving as your
TH&SC Property Manager. This club is
a special place to spend my spare time.
During my time as Rear Commodore, I
discovered just how many members
care about this little gem as much as I
do. And let’s be honest—finding a gem
like this in the middle of a crazy city is
impressive enough. Finding it on the
lake? That turns our gem into a
diamond.

We have a lot of projects planned for
2026, and with the help of many of you,
I'm confident we’ll get them done. I'm
not afraid to ask for help—and fair
warning—if you say no to one project,
I'll probably come back to you for
another. That's how teams work!

The Property Crew

Speaking of teams, the propery crew
has been phenomenal:

Jack (Property Advisor)

Steve Loeffen (Property Apprentice)

Alan (Property Past)

Many projects are already well
underway thanks to you guys. Have
you seen the new projector and screen?
The update of the OOD station? It's only
February for crying out loud. You three
make this role easier—and a lot more
fun.

We're also fortunate to have many
others stepping up: Tony Labatt, Chris
Osborne, and Fatih Topal, to name just
a few so far.

Lisa Alexander, I couldn’t forget
you—your extensive kitchen
knowledge and impressive list of
experts will help us cool down that
kitchen yet.

Susan Osborne, your eye for colour
and décor has been invaluable. You do
an excellent job balancing member
feedback and helping us make
thoughtful decisions, and I'm extremely
grateful.

To all members: your comments and
input do not go unnoticed—please keep
them coming.

Flooring Update

The flooring replacement project is
happening soon, with a planned start

date of February 9 and completion by
February 19. A big thank-you to Martin,
Anibal, and Alan—your knowledge
and expertise helped make this project
possible.

You'll notice time slots available for
members willing to help move furniture
out and back in. If you're able, please
sign up. Regular updates and photos
will be posted in the News section of
the website, so stay tuned.

And yes—the club logo is being
replaced, and it’s going to look spectac-
ular. I personally can’t wait to see it.

Stay Involved

There are plenty of events on the club
calendar, and even more opportunities
to simply come down and enjoy your
club. I'm planning to update the
bulletin board in the breezeway so
members can easily see what's
happening when they’re on site. I'm
even thinking of adding a Buy & Sell
section—along with areas for Racing,
Cruising, Social events, and a clear
club calendar for all to see.

Lastly, I'd be remiss if I didn’t thank
my Property Director, Andrea—as you
all know her—for putting up with my
decision to take on the role of TH&SC
Property Manager.

Thanks, babe. @
See you at our club,

John
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Jeff Hocklng

HIS year has already

I started with a lot of work

being done, particularly #g
on the building.

Thank you to our Property Manager
and those who helped strip the back
bathrooms and prepare the clubhouse
for its new floor and to all who have
been working on the siding.

There will still be opportunities to
contribute to the clubhouse remodeling,
so look for those in this off-season.

A major shift that you may have
already noticed is that you will receive
far fewer communications directly from
me as we are moving to a more
streamlined communication strategy
through Telltales and the membership
portal on the web page. The signup
sheets will remain the same, however
the links to various projects will not be
sent directly, but will be posted on the
website and sent in Telltales.

If you need me to create a volunteer
posting, please ensure it is sent to me by
5 pm the Wednesday before Telltales is
set to be published. This will ensure
time to create the form, ask any follow
up questions, and get the link to the
communications officer in time.

INSURAIMNCE RENEWAL?

Don’t forget to send a copy of

your insurance renewal to
receiver@thsc.ca

Sale

1976 CS27
Asking $10,000

Excellent boat for novice and
experienced sailors alike.

Please contact Helen at 647 989 8509
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Munitions stored along Ashbridge’s Bay during
WWI in 1916 Peeter Leppik

HERE are 10 weeks left

till launch. Planning is

well underway. If you
plan not to launch or have
other scheduling issues
please let me know
immediately. Last minute requests are
disruptive to planning and
implementation.

Also remember to unplug your
vessel, lock up ladders and do periodic
checks over the winter lay up. We have
heavy snow loads which can collapse
winter cover framing. Anticipate gusty
winds during spring thaw.

Peeter Leppik
416-565-0487 Cell
Harbour Master TH&SC 4

Composite harbour and shoreline

Don Valley
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New YearOs
Levee
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MARY JOAN WILLSON

21-Jul-1951 - 19-Dec-2025

Robbie
BurnsO Night

TORONTO
HYDROPLANE

& SAILING

CLuB
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Attention New Members!

A warm welcome from the Officer
of the Day Co-ordinator!

We look forward to meeting you at the March
Social/Signup on March 21 or at Launch on May 2
and May 3.

Please introduce yourself at the Officer of the Day
signup table. Help is available to match you with a
mentor and select a date for your mandatory four
hour job shadowing mentor session with an
experienced member of THSC and to select your
date for your first solo shift as Officer of the Day.

You will be shown the Officer of the Day station in
the clubhouse and where to locate the VHF, OOD
schedule (which is posted inside the cupboard on
the left clipboard at the end of the second day of
Launch), the weekly OOD checklist with your name
on it on the right side clipboard, lock combination,
Property Incident Report binders, Reciprocal Clubs
list, black log book, blue information binder, flags,
etc.

Looking forward to meeting new members!

Pace 8
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THE PERILS OF —2026

FTER taking a year off from
Aboring you with our trials and
tribulations we are back!

Our trip down was uneventful.
Within an hour of leaving our house we
were sitting in the departure lounge. I
discovered however that movie choices
are a thing of the past. That said inflight
wifi is now free!

Arriving here is also a breeze. Within
30 minutes we were greeting our friends
Mike and Dyana. Traffic however has
not improved and it took 45 minutes to
get to their condo. It's about two miles.
Three max.

Standard stuff then began to happen.
The dinghy engine wouldn’t start. Took
it to Clyde, the outboard mechanic, and
four days later we had it back working.
Mostly. It did have to go back this week
for some remedial mothering but seems
to be moping along right now.

Our friend Margaret (and David)
from are not here this
season and we miss her. David and
Taryna from stopped by to say
hello having arrived from Martinique
the day before we did.

Unfortunately we brought some
nasty Christmas winds with us.
Dominos were cancelled so I was
delighted we had been offered room in
a car (the lagoon was too bouncy) to go
to The Rendezvous Lounge for the
weekly Sunday jazz afternoon.

Our thank you dinner to Mike and
Dyana was lunch at Be Kool. A
fabulous French restaurant in the
Marina Royale in Marigot. David and
Taryna were able to join us and so
began the three-hour lunch.

Since I didn’t write last year you are
likely unaware we had subterranean
termites move in when the boat was in
the yard. Terminix sprayed the boat and
It appeared the only damage done was
to the fiddle on the shelf over the galley
sink which we repaired with epoxy and
painted. Fast forward to last week when
we discovered new termite trails and
some rather bad damage to a bulkhead
in the forward deck locker where the
water tanks live. This requires extensive
enough repair it appears we will have to
involve the insurance. Always
guaranteed to slow progress.

The wind finally let up enough that
we could think about getting the sails
up. David and Taryna came over to
help. In 90 minutes we had put on the
stack pack and the main. The slowest
part of this being inserting all the
battens. After a well needed tea break

Spring Social/Ways and Means party

Saturday March 21
bs.

Please have your personal calendar available in order to avoid conflicts.

Officer of the Day Program 2026

During the first hour, you may sign up only for yourself.

Sign up begins March 21 and then at Launch on

Saturday May 2 and on Sunday May 3.

Sailing Members and Life Members with boats are
required to fulfill the yearly obligation of one 4-hour
shift as an Officer of the Day.

The OOD program will run this year from the Friday
of the May long weekend, May 15, to the last
weekend in September, Sunday September 27.

we attacked the jib. Five minutes to
unbag and lay out the sheets. ten
minutes to raise and we were done!
Now we wait for the repairs. Terminex
sprayed yesterday while I was checking
out a new nearby “coin” laundry. Coin
is a loose description in this new
electronic age. All the machines are
connected to a single terminal. Pick
your machine and wash length, insert
cash (soon to accept cards) push start
and wait out the cycle. Quite different
from university days!

We weren't the only ones with
trouble this year. Our friends on a sister
boat were supposed to be
gone before we got here. Bad for Scott
and Shevaun but good for us that
repairs, then weather held them here for
a week of wonderful social time. This
Included several wonderful painting
sessions with Dyana, Shevaun, Taryna.

More painting today but without
Shevaun.

Mike and Peggy
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== \Toronto Hydroplane & Sailing Club
izl

20 Ashbridges Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3W6 Phone (416) 694-6918

Message from the: TH&SC

Dear Members,

The strength of the TH&SC has always been the passion and dedication of its members. Our club thrives because
individuals like you step up to ensure we continue to grow, organize great events, and maintain our community
standards.

We are currently seeking one organized volunteer to join our executive team in a crucial behind-the-scenes role:
Recording Secretary. This is a fantastic way to contribute to the club’s longevity without the pressure of public
speaking or extensive event planning. We need someone who values accuracy and organization to help us maintain
our history.

Why This Role Matters

The Recording Secretary is more than just a note-taker; they are the historian of our club and the glue that keeps
our operations transparent and organized. You will act as the club’s archivist, ensuring that future boards have a
clear record of where we’ve been and where we are going.

What the Role Entails

We are looking for someone organized and detail-oriented to handle:

« Official Minutes: Capturing the essential details and decisions made during meetings.
« Records Management: Organizing and maintaining the club’s digital and physical files for easy access.
« Administrative Support: Handling necessary official notices and filing on behalf of the club.

Skills That Will Help You Succeed

While previous board experience is not required, familiarity with modern digital tools will make this role much
easier.

Ideally, we are looking for someone comfortable with Google Workspace (Google Docs, Drive,
and Gmail).

If you are already navigating Google Drive or typing up documents in Google Docs in your daily life, you have exactly
the skill set we need to streamline our records!

Why Volunteer?

Volunteering as the Recording Secretary offers a unique vantage point to see how the club operates behind the
scenes. It is a fantastic opportunity to:

« Make an Impact: Your organization allows the rest of the board to focus on member experience and events.

« Low Stress: This is a clearly defined role focused on listening and recording, perfect for those who want to
help but prefer to stay out of the spotlight.

« Community Connection: Work closely with club leadership and get the inside scoop on club operations.

How to Apply

We need one person to step up and take ownership of this important responsibility. If you have a knack for
organization and want to make a tangible difference in how our club is run, we would love to hear from you.
Please email the Past Commodore to express your interest or ask questions about the role.

Thank you for helping us build a stronger club.
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