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Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Terry Pasieka
(416) 319-7450

email: commodore@thsc.ca
PAST COMMODORE

Glen Eddie
email: past-commodore@thsc.ca

VICE COMMODORE
Scott Parsons
(416) 526-8840

email: vice-commodore@thsc.ca
REAR COMMODORE

Paul Lewis
(416) 569-8092

email: rear-commodore@thsc.ca
HARBOUR MASTER

Peeter Leppik
(416) 565-0487

email: harbourmaster@thsc.ca
PROPERTY MANAGER

Alan Jones
(416) 435-6521

email: property-manager@thsc.ca
TREASURER

Grant Britchford
647-236-5428

email: treasurer@thsc.ca
SECRETARY
Joan Willson

(416) 707-8314
email: secretary@thsc.ca
RACING FLEET CAPTAIN

Bryan Pelkey
email: race-captain@thsc.ca
CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN

Mike Smith
email: cruising@thcs.ca

WAYS AND MEANS
Jeff Hocking

email: waysandmeans@thsc.ca
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

Andrea Barkley
email: membership@thsc.ca

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
email: social@thsc.ca

OFFICER OF THE DAY COORDINATOR
Peter de Jonge van der Halen
email: ood-coordinator@thsc.ca

RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Miranda Wheatstone

email: reciprocals@thsc.ca
RECEIVER

John Morris
email: receiver@thsc.ca
SPAR & PROP EDITOR

Richard Taylor
(416) 293-4340

email: rwt@total.net

Calendar
August 2–4th—Reciprocal Cruise to Lake Shore Yacht Club
August 3rd—A-Dock Brunch—10–12
August 9th—East End Challenge Regatta & Dinner—11 am–midnight
August 13th—Wednesday Night Racing Series III Begins—6:30 pm
August 15th—East Coast Kitchen Party Pop-up
August 16–17th—LOSHRS Race 4—100 Miler
August 23–24th—Cruise to Newport Yacht Club—(winery event)
August 30th—Bluffers Challenge Race—11–4
August 30th—Corn Roast—5 to midnight
August 31st—B-Dock Brunch—10–12
September 6–7—Reciprocal Cruise to FBYC
September 13–14th—LOSHRS Race 5–6—Port Dalhousie
September 20th—Frost Bite Race—11–4 + Summerville (w/ABYC)
September 21st—Female Fleet Regatta
September 24th—Delahaye Cup—6:15–8:45
September 29th—Elections—7–9
October 11th—Cradle Placement—9–4
October 11th—Thanksgiving Dinner—6–11
October 18–19th—HAUL OUT
November 8th—Awards Night—5–12
November 16th—Kids Christmas Party—11–2
December 7th—Budget Meeting—1–4

 TH&SC—20 Ashbridge’s Park Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
 TH&SC WEBSITE—www.thsc.ca
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COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

Terry Pasieka

HI to all mid-season.
Hopefully, the club 

and the water is 
bringing you all some relief 
from the summer heat and the 
business of the city. 

To get to the finish, our offshore 
racers endured long hot days and light 
winds on the Lake Ontario 300. We are 
proud of the racers representing the 
club in such prestigious events. Their 
enthusiasm have contributed to a 
revival of the East End Challenge race, 
this year, which gives our members the 
opportunity to compete over longer 
distances and against other clubs.

It’s great to see reciprocal cruisers 
and the multi-varied expeditions 
getting many members off the docks as 
we venture out to other clubs around 
the lake. Thanks to the organizers for 
airing new ideas and enticing us to go 
further afield. 

A special thanks to Joan Willson for 
her perseverance and continued 
dedication to the club. “There are no 
crowds lining the extra mile!” Her work 
behind closed doors continues to make 
a huge contribution to the running of 
the club. 

Maintenance and safe operation of 
club vessels is vital to club operations. 
Thanks to Peeter and his team, the 
motor on the tin boat has been 
overhauled and is now working 
reliably. The weed harvester that we 
share with ABYC has been rebuilt and 
is now in service. We are fortunate to 
have Steve Loeffen’s equipment 
maintenance expertise, as well as two 
skilled operators who can now apply 
their work-hours to maintaining our 
water channels. For our other vessels, 
Shadow and Mac 1, we are adding 
instruction programs to get more 
members certified to operate these 
vessels.

Our Summer Blast regatta marks the 
mid-point in our season. I encourage 
you to squeeze as much enjoyment as 
you can out of the remaining months of 
the summer and please take a moment 
to recognize the effort of the social 
committee volunteers who organized 
these events.

The election of executive board 
members will be held at our September 
meeting. This year the positions of 
Commodore, Rear Commodore, and 
Property Manager are open. I 
encourage all of you to engage in the 
election process and discuss among 
yourselves who you want to see 

steering the club. We look forward to 
the renewed energy, creativity and the 
new perspectives they will bring. A big 
shout out to our current executive! If 
any members are interested in joining 
the Board, please reach out to our 
current Past Commodore, Glen Eddie. 

Terry Pasieka, Commodore 

VICE COMMODORE
Scott Parsons

AS we near the end of 
our season, it is not 
uncommon for some 

members to consider their 
plans for next season. Should I 
sell my boat? Should I buy 
another? What are my 
options? Etc.

This is an excellent time to ask these 
questions and possibly avoid an answer 
that is not what you wanted. Example: 
you purchased a bigger boat; however, 
we cannot accommodate it in your 
present slip. Or another common result 
—paying for two boats at the club 
($$$$).

So, please inquire with the Executive 
before making any decisions.

In closing, we are the best club on the 
lake because of our members and their 
contributions to it. 16 volunteer hours is 
the minimum not the maximum.

AS I sit down to write 
the below, summer is 
in full swing.

As our Rear Commodore 
said the other day, “the 
summer is just flying by”. For 
this reason, I am grateful for the Club. 
Specifically, I love having the Club from 
which I can take my boat out and 
experience the wonderful attributes of 
Lake Ontario and more importantly 
detach from the noise that often 
surrounds our lives in the Big Smoke 
(pun intended). In a way, I feel that 
getting out on the lake allows me to 
slow summer down and grasp as much 
of it as I can while still being in the City.

To that end (ie. slowing summer 
down), please take advantage of all the 
events that our Rear Commodore and 
the social committee, racing committee, 
cruising committee, etc. have for us this 
summer (Ed note, see page 2 of this 
Spar and Prop). It takes a lot of people 
to put these events on, so try to enjoy 
them.

On another note, I want to thank 
Alican Ulker for getting us back up and 
running on D-Dock. Our cold beverages 
and full batteries appreciate you 
stepping up and fixing the electrical 
issues on the dock.

Lastly, I want to reiterate a post from 
my column from last issue: namely that 
the positions of Rear Commodore, 
Property Manager, and Commodore are 
open for next year with elections next 
month. All three positions will need to 

be filled by new members as the 
incumbents either cannot or are 
otherwise unable to seek re-election for 
the upcoming two-year term. Feel free 
to reach out to anyone on the Executive 
if you are thinking of taking on any of 
these positions and we would be happy 
to let you know what the position 
entails. Also, don’t be dissuaded from 
putting your hat in the ring because 
you think it will take up too much of 
your time or you don’t have any 
experience. Each position has 
supporting committees that help with 
the workload and there are continuing 
members on the Executive that will 
help with the transition. Really, it’s easy, 
you will be in the best shape of your 
life, you will look younger, and 
everyone will like you! Come be one of 
the cool kids!

In all seriousness, the Executive help 
keep the Club moving and if you can, 
we would appreciate you stepping up 
and joining the team. To make sure the 
Club is successful, it is up to all of us to 
pull our weight and help where we can.

See you down at the Club and on the 
lake trying to slow down Summer.

PAST
COMMODORE

Glen Eddie
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PROPERTY MGR
Alan Jones

DID you hear it? I did 
just the other day, the 
first ad for the CNE. 

Yep it’s that time of year. I am 
still working on the projects 
for the boat that I had 
planned for last year while trying to 
keep up with all of the daily issues that 
I didn’t see coming this year. 

And somehow we have arrived at 
the mid-point of summer. Along with 
this annual marker in the sand comes 
the realization that most of us don’t 
have enough hours in yet. Well, I am 
here to remedy this. There are plenty of 
ongoing maintenance jobs that need to 
be addressed. Specifically painting the 
exterior of the building and the garage. 
If you can swing a brush we need you. 

Next weekend, August 16th, I need 
commitment from six to eight people to 
fix the eavestrough over the patio 
doors, remove the existing trough 
replace the facia and install a new 
extruded trough. It will require some 
step ladder finesse. 

I also want to fix some of the flower 
planters around the property by 
replacing some of the 6x6’s that have 
expired. 

Email me property-manager@thsc.ca
Hardy souls will be fed. If I get more 

responses I will find more work for you. 
Cheers
Alan  

FLOTSAM & JETSAM
Shadow

PIG ROAST

RACING CAPTAIN
Bryan Pelkey

I HOPE you’re having a good 
season, racers! I’m sure it’s 
been said, and you’ve heard 

it before—there is nothing—
absolutely nothing—half so much 
worth doing as simply messing 
about in boats. This gets truer as the 
summer goes on, and our weekly 
“messabouts” continue to get people 
out there on the water and give us 
something to look forward to every 
week.

We’ve had great weather, decent 
wind, good turnout and delicious food 
so far, as we approach the end of Series 
2 of the Wednesday races, so big thanks 
to the teams that make it happen on the 
race boats, on the committee boat, in the 
kitchen and on the scoring software!

We’ve had some big club wins this 
season deserving mention with Mr. 
Lewis and crew on Break Free winning 
their class in the LOOR 300-mile race. 
Mr. Robitaille and crew finishing 3rd in 
class on the Susan Hood Trophy Race 
earlier in the season, a memorable 
white-knuckle race through the fog to 
Etobicoke for the Race des Voyageurs 
and others.

As I write, this Friday before the East 
End Challenge / Summerblast regatta, 
it’s shaping up to be a great race and 
even better party! Over 30 boats racing, 
over 120 for the party, and massive 
contributions from many to put it all 
together. Thanks to all for your 
contributions and participation.

Enjoy the rest of the season, 
everyone!e fun.   

Don’t forget to send a copy of 
your insurance renewal to 

receiver@thsc.ca 

For Sale
1976 CS27

Asking $10,000

Excellent boat for novice and 
experienced sailors alike.

Please contact Helen at 647 989 8509

http://property-manager@thsc.ca%202
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REAR COMMODORE
Paul Lewis

Sailing Through 
Summer at Toronto 
Hydroplane and 
Sailing Club

A Summer to Remember
This summer has been nothing short 

of spectacular at TH&SC. From the 
thrilling Sail Past celebration to the 
“Pop-UP” Pig Roast and Canada Day 
festivities, every event has been a 
testament to the club spirit and 
camaraderie. The unforgettable Dock 
Breakfast rivalry for the Silver Spatula 
had everyone on their toes, showcasing 
culinary prowess. Stand by as B-Dock 
prepares to take them all down August 
31st in what promises to be one of the 
hardest fought battles for this 
prestigious award.

Thanks to our dedicated volunteers, 
each gathering was a hit. These events 
are the beating heart of TH&SC, driven 
by an incredible team that organizes, 
cooks, decorates, and ensures every-
thing runs smoothly. Their passion 
guarantees that every member and 
guest leaves with cherished memories.
Cruising in full swing

The Race des Voyageurs Reciprocal 
Cruise with Etobicoke Yacht Club was a 
highlight this season, blending the thrill 
of navigating in the fog with the 
warmth of community. As racers 
abandoned the race to cruise, a few 
hearty souls pressed on and crossed the 
finish line. Our cruising members were 
ready, flags flying high, to welcome 
everyone for an evening of shared 
stories and delicious food.

There’s still plenty of adventure left 
on the calendar. Don’t miss the 
upcoming Wine Cruise to Newport 
Yacht Club August 23 and 24 and FBYC 
(September 6-7th). Each voyage is an 
opportunity to explore, connect, and 
enjoy everything that TH&SC cruising 
has to offer.
Racing into the Heart of the Season

Racing at TH&SC is in full swing, 
with sailors competing both within the 
club and across Lake Ontario. This 
weekend August 9 we’re hosting the 
freshly resurrected East End Challenge.  
An historic race that hasn’t been held in 
over 20 years. We have 30 boats entered 
so far including boats from FBYC, the 
Bluffers Basin and ABYC. This coincides 
with our Summer Blast party as we look 
forward to an exciting race and a fun 
filled night of camaraderie. 

A big shout out to Doris who has 

again made our race nights so 
enjoyable. The post-race dinners, 
brilliantly crafted by Doris, have set a 
new standard, proving that great food 
and racing go hand in hand. Shout out 
to Doris and Kristen! They’ve served us 
over 500 meals so far including chili 
dogs, burgers, and sausages and there’s 
always something sweet to finish off the 
meal!

Don’t forget! August 13th 
Wednesday Night Racing Series III 
Begins 6:30–9. There’s also more 
weekend races coming. In addition to 
the Bluffers Challenge August 30, we 
have the Frost Bite Race Combined with 
ABYC’s Summerville, September 20th 
and on September 21st the 2nd annual 
Female Fleet Regatta.
Upcoming Events to Mark on Your 
Calendar

Looking ahead, the Labour Day 
weekend promises more excitement. 
Join us for the Corn Roast and Bluffers 
Challenge on August 30, 2025. This 
event is always a fun one!  Keep your 
eyes on the inbox for upcoming details.
75th Anniversary

2026 will be the 75th Anniversary of 
TH&SC! We’re looking forward to an 
exciting celebration of our history on 
the lake and contributions of the club. If 
you would like to get involved with the 
planning and organization of these 
celebrations please reach out rear-
commodre@thsc.ca. I would especially 
like to hear from you if you’re a graphic 
designer that can help us create our 75th 
anniversary club burgee. 
A Final Note

TH&SC embodies the spirit of 
sailing, providing a home for those who 
love the water and the community it 
fosters. Each event and race is a 
reminder of why we gather—to 
celebrate this shared passion and create 
lasting memories. Fair winds and 
following seas.   

Dear friends,
I want to thank all of you who 
participated in the final ceremony 
of Edward Bogdanowicz’s life. He 
is now resting in Lake Ontario 
where he has had so many 
adventures with his family and 
friends. His last boat the Veuve 
Clickot was the one to send him off 
to the sound of horns and a volley 
of flowers. So many of you shared 
with me their love and respect for 
him and the precious moments that 
have stayed with them. It seems 
like having a beer and a quiet chat 
sometimes becomes a great 
memory. 
TH&SC was Ed’s second home 
and he did put in a lot of his time 
on committees, work parties and 
executive meetings. Of course 
keeping the several boats he 
owned in perfect shape was what 
kept him happy. Our family has had 
so many good times with the 16, 
22, 27 and 33 foot boats. Every 
new purchase made this guy 
excited and planning the repairs 
needed. An engineer likes to 
repair….
It is now time to pass the baton, or 
in the case the tiller to Blake and 
Julie to continue their voyage.

Lucie Gamache

C-Dock Brunch

http://rear-commodre@thsc.ca
http://rear-commodre@thsc.ca
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FOREMOST on members’ 
minds has been our 
inconvenient weed 

problem.
ABYC has, as of this S and P 

submission, completed the harvester 
refurbishing. Next steps are operator 
training. The harvester operates with 
two hand levers, controlling two port 
and starboard paddle wheels for 
propulsion. The harvester’s “unique” 
handling characteristics require 
competent operators. This should be in 
effect in a week or two.

In the meantime, the Wednesday 
morning dock crew has been mitigating 

HARBOUR MASTER
Peeter Leppik

the weed problem with Mac 1. It is a 
cumbersome, heavy and difficult 
operation. Thanks to Paul Evans for 
taking this on.

Ongoing projects include, new 
Vanguard corner seawall and deck, rail, 
dock maintenance, new mast 
sawhorses, kayak rack, ladder rack, 
ramp modifications and re-planking.

D-Dock had all of its breakers 
replaced. Thanks to Ali for stepping up 
quickly and donating his time and 
expertise to the club.

The dinghy rack is looking somewhat 
in disarray—very old weathered 
dinghies and RIBs deflated and sitting 
distressed in the weeds. Please let me 
know what your intention is with your 
dinghy, and identify them. We have no 
way of knowing if they have been 
abandoned, or serviceable….

Every sailor has a star to guide him home.

Peeter Leppik
416-565-0487 Cell
Harbour Master 

D-Dock Brunch

A-Dock Brunch
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WE almost set a modern-
day record for a cruise, 
with 14 vessels making 

the foggy venture to Etobicoke 
Yacht Club. Some people even 
tried to race, despite visibility that 
ranged from non-existent to, well, non-
existent. 

But the result was well worth the 
effort. Rear Commodore Paul Lewis 
and his co-conspirator served up a 
delicious meal. There was laughter and 
drink and tall stories and drink and 
good food, followed by perhaps a bit 
more drink. 

Your genial cruising captain was 
impressed by the welcome. EYC is 
always a great place to visit, but this 
time they egged the pudding with not 
one, but two, brightly printed signs 
welcoming the TH&SC cruisers. We like 
to think of ourselves as the friendliest 
club on the lake, but we will have to up 
our game.

Thanks, EYC.

That leaves just two events in the 
cruising season: the wine cruise August 
23 and 24 to Newport Yacht Club on the 
sunny south shore of Lake Ontario and 
the trip to Pickering to visit 
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club on the 
Labour Day weekend.

Details of the wine cruise have just 
been sent out and  registration is open 
on the members-only part of the club 
website. Remember this isn’t a long 
weekend, and the NYC is a good 25 
miles away. You’ll want to leave Friday 
(or before) and overnight somewhere 
along the way.

Frenchman’s is  a long weekend, so 
the club dinner will happen on the 
Saturday, but if you stay Sunday you 
are on your own. Registration for that 
will open soon.

Looking forward to seeing a big 
turnout for both events.

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

Mike Smith
Sail past
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Date for submissions extended to August 31.  

     Email to Rich Taylor.                rwt@total.net 

 

Safety First! Wear your life vest! 

Toronto Hydroplane and Sailing Club promotes safe boating at all ages. 

    

Children’s Life Jacket/PFD photos 

You are invited to take a photo of your children/grandchildren wearing their life 

jacket/pfd, on your boat, out on the water or at your slip, or walking on the docks 

at THSC! 

Or wearing their vests in water activities at other locations (eg. canoe, kayak, 

pedal boat, personal watercraft). 

Please submit your photo by email to rwt@total.net for inclusion in a collage of 

our young boaters wearing their vests in a future issue of Spar and Prop.  

 Each submission will be entered for a lucky draw. 

mailto:rwt@total.net
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