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Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Terry Paseika
(416) 319-7450

email: commodore@thsc.ca
PAST COMMODORE

Glen Eddie
email: past-commodore@thsc.ca

VICE COMMODORE
Scott Parsons
(416) 526-8840

email: vice-commodore@thsc.ca
REAR COMMODORE

Paul Lewis
(416) 569-8092

email: rear-commodore@thsc.ca
HARBOUR MASTER

Peeter Leppik
(416) 565-0487

email: harbourmaster@thsc.ca
PROPERTY MANAGER

Alan Jones
(416) 435-6521

email: property-manager@thsc.ca
TREASURER
Sylvie Lavoie

(416) 388-9607
email: treasurer@thsc.ca

SECRETARY
Joan Willson

(416) 707-8314
email: secretary@thsc.ca
RACING FLEET CAPTAIN

Brooks Robitaille
(519) 217-0494

email: race-captain@thsc.ca
CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN

Mike Smith
email: cruising@thcs.ca

WAYS AND MEANS
Jeff Hocking

email: waysandmeans@thsc.ca
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR

Andrea Barkley
email: membership@thsc.ca

SOCIAL COMMITTEE
email: social@thsc.ca

OFFICER OF THE DAY COORDINATOR
Peter de Jonge van der Halen
email: ood-coordinator@thsc.ca

RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Peter Martyn

(416) 822-4345
RECEIVER
Paul Lewis

email: receiver@thsc.ca
SPAR & PROP EDITOR

Richard Taylor
(416) 293-4340

email: rwt@total.net

Calendar
February 17th—Private Function—1–11:30 pm
February 24th—TORC Meeting—9 am–1:00 pm
February 24th—TH&SC Pot Luck Dinner & Progressive Euchre—see poster
March 9th—Private Function—3–11:30 pm
March 23rd—TORC Meeting—9 am–1:00 pm
March 23rd—Spring Social—7–10 approx.
April 17th—Race Meeting—7–9
May 4th & 5th—LAUNCH—7–5
May 15th—Warm-up Race—6:30–9
May 18th—Ice Breaker Race—11–4 (w/ABYC–TH&SC Hosting)
May 18th—Rear Commodore Meet & Greet—(Licensed from 5–7, Dinner 6 pm)
May 19th—Rear Commodore Brunch—10–12
May 21st—Sail Canada Coastal Personal Survival Course
May 22nd—Wednesday Night Racing Series I Begins—6:30–9
May 25th–26th—Reciprocal Cruise to BPYC
May 31st—Susan Hood Trophy Race
June 1st—Member’s Party—12–5 pm (Club facilities remain open to members)
June 2nd—LOSHRS Race 1—Day Race
June 8th—Sail Past—11–Midnight
June 9th—D-Dock Brunch—10–noon
June 15th–16th—LOSHRS Race 2 & 3—Youngstown Races
June 22nd—Dufferin Bell Buoy Race—(w/TH&SC–ABYC Hosting)
June 29th to July 1st—Reciprocal Cruise to Frenchman’s
June 30th—A-Dock Brunch—10–12
July 1st—Canada Day Celebration—5–6—Dessert set out
July 3rd—Wednesday Night Racing Series II Begins—6:30–9
July 6th—Circle of Life Race—11–4
July 12th–14th—ABYC Sail Canada Event—(we Help)
July 13th–16th—Lake Ontario 300
July 27th–28th—Race des Voyageurs Reciprocal Cruise to Etobicoke Yacht Club
August 3rd–5th—Reciprocal Cruise to Lake Shore Yacht Club
August 4th—B-Dock Brunch—10–12
August 10th—Summer Blast Regatta & Dinner—11 am–midnight
August 14th—Wednesday Night Racing Series III Begins—6:30–9
August 17th–18th—LOSHRS Race 4—100 Miler
August 17th—Member’s Wedding—11:00 am–11:30 pm (Club facilities remain open  
 to members)
August 24th–25th—EYC Open
August 24th–25th—Reciprocal Cruise to Burlington Boating & Sailing Club
August 31st—Bluffer’s Challenge Race—11–4
August 31st—Corn Roast—5–midnight
September 1st—C-Dock Brunch—10–12
September 14th–15th—Reciprocal Cruise to Mimico
September 14th–15th—LOSHRS Race 5 & 6—Port Dalhousie
September 21st—Frost Bite Race—11–4 + Summerville (w/ABYC)
September 25th—Wednesday Fall Racing Series Begins—6:15–8:45
September 30th—Elections—7–9
October 12th—Cradle Placement—9–4
October 12th—Thanksgiving Dinner—6–11
October 19th–20th—Haul Out
November 9th—Awards Night—5–12
November 17th—Kid’s Christmas Party—11–2
December 1st—AGM—1–4
 TH&SC—20 Ashbridge’s Park Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
 TH&SC WEBSITE—www.thsc.ca
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COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

Terry Paseika

the terms of membership in good 
standing.

On more positive notes (“Fun guy”), 
the Membership Committee under the 
leadership of Andrea Barkley has had 
the first meeting of the year to discuss 
the Committee’s vision this year and it 
has some great ideas that build off the 
strong foundation that Rebecca Golden 
has left the Committee with. More 
information to follow in the future, as 
their plans become more concrete. We 
have two new applicants to the club 
(one crew and one sailing) that are 
going through the process and both 
look like excellent additions to the club.

To answer a question asked by many 
– YES!!! We still have a few slips 
available for 2024, so if you know 
anyone—spread the word. We also have 
three boats presently at the club 
available for sale (see Spar & Prop for 
more information). The club web page 
is under construction and should be 
revised in the coming weeks, I am 
really looking forward to that; as it is in 
need of some attention.

Finally, a reminder that the club is 
open during the winter months for 
Friday night darts, social gatherings, 
two working TVs, upcoming events 
and your boat misses you too; so, come 
on down—it is your club. However, 
bring your fob to gain entry.

WELCOME 2024 
which is also a beer 
year (they only come 

every 100 years), so let’s make 
it a great sailing season. I so 
much want to be known as 
the “Fun guy” this year now that the 
title was vacated with John Greenham 
leaving the Executive; however, I must 
begin my first writing of 2024 
reminding everyone of the due date to 
pay invoices fully, so that hope was 
dashed early. Why could it not be to 
remind everyone of the Euchre Night 
on February 24th? So back to being the 
“Rules Guy”.

As stated above, everyone should 
have your invoice and the payment in 
full in due by March 1st. If for some 
reason, you are having difficulties with 
this date, please contact me before the 
due date with an explanation and the 
Executive will decide at the March 
meeting to grant an extension or not. 

Failure to pay the invoice in full or 
notify the Executive, could result in a 
late fee. Reminder to club members that 
the Executive is a volunteer position 
and we do not want additional 
responsibilities of having to contact 
members who are not complying with 

WELCOME back 
everybody. The new 
Executive Board has 

met twice, so far, and is 
bringing forward refreshing 
new ideas and a sense of renewal at the 
club. It’s an exciting time to be a 
member here, so before the yard turns 
into a hive of activity, let’s take a 
moment to reflect on what it means to 
be a sailor at TH&SC.

For me it’s simple, better people 
make better sailors, we work to 
improve our skills, expand our 
knowledge and demonstrate the 
attitude that is quintessential to the self-
help nature of our club. My hope is that 
the skills, knowledge, and character, 
reflects the standard to which we hold 
for ourselves and the standard we can 
expect from our fellow sailors.

With that in mind, please attend the 
Spring Social in March and look for 
opportunities to contribute to the work 
that needs to be done. Some significant 
projects need a big team effort, but there 
are also small things that can be done in 
your own time. Ways and means is a 
reflection of who we are as a club and 
your collaboration makes the process 
more efficient. Thank you, in advance, 
for your contribution.

This Spring, be vigilant on club 
property, look out for unfamiliar people 
who may be in the yard. Stop and think 
about the work you are about to do and 
be diligent about performing that work 
safely. Lock your ladder to your cradle 
and unplug your boat when you leave.

A few gentle reminders: please pay 
your invoice before the end of February; 
please let the Harbour Master know if 
there is any change to your launch plan; 
please follow the guidelines for 
environmental stewardship.

Thanks to the outgoing board 
members. We are building on your 
legacy, and we hope that the 
contribution we are making now will 
benefit our members well into the 
future.

I’m looking forward to seeing you all 
at in person.

Terry Pasieka, Commodore   

VICE COMMODORE
Scott Parsons

WAYS AND MEANS
Jeff Hocking

WE had excellent 
compliance with 
work hours for 

2023, so thank you everyone 
for fulfilling your work 
obligations (and for all those who went 
well above and beyond). 

Given that most everyone fulfilled 
their hours last year, it is very clear that 
the work to be done at the club exceeds 
16 hours per member. Over 25% of 
members completed more than the 
minimum required (some exponentially 
so), so thank you again to all that you 
did for the club. 

The regular work team currently 
working on the men’s washroom has 
been making excellent progress and 
there are still a couple of openings to 
sign up to work with that group. 

Harbour projects will begin to pick 
up as the ground begins to thaw, so 
look for emails as we begin to transition 
to spring.

HARBOUR MASTER
Peeter Leppik

SAILBOAT
Strange flight, the body
Held at a threshold
And never quite freed
Or quite revealed—
One wing taut with wind,
One wing concealed
Until the wind grows calm
And it shimmers in a shadow-world,
The shape of a sail, yet softer—
The drifting boat
A bird half in air,
Half in water.

Heather Allen, from “Leaving a Shadow”

Be sure to sign up early for harbour 
hours at the Spring Social.

I’m going surfing!
Returning March 1st.
Peeter Leppik 416-565-0487
TH&SC Harbour Master

Every sailor has a star to guide him Don’t forget to send a copy of 
your insurance renewal to 

receiver@thsc.ca 
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Rev Up for Fun: TH&SC’s 
Plan for a Sail-Packed 2024 
Season

AS the winter that never 
arrived recedes and the 
days beckon us with more 

sunlight, we at the Toronto Hydroplane 
and Sailing Club (TH&SC) can’t help 
but feel the surge of excitement for 
what 2024 promises. Despite the teasing 
warmth of spring-like weather, 
remember, winter isn’t quite done yet. 
But that doesn’t stop us from dreaming 
about those perfect gusts and gentle 
waves! 

The Boat Show has ended, and our 
nautical hearts are set to sail towards a 
horizon filled with competitive races, 
leisurely cruises, and the kind of parties 
that etch themselves into memory.

Hello to all salty souls and aquatic 
enthusiasts out there—I’m your new 
Rear Commodore, tasked and thrilled 
to don the hat of the “Fun Guy” of 
TH&SC. It's a baton I take from John 
Greenham, under whose guidance I’m 
geared up to steer our club’s social 
helm. A standing ovation for John for 
prepping me for this responsibility! 
And a huge shout out to all that John 
has brought to his time as RC.

The social team and I convened 
recently, and let me tell you, the winds 
are favourable for an epic 2024 Sailing 
season. We’ve witnessed an inspiring 
show of hands ready to hoist the sails 
for our club’s social voyage. I extend 
my heartiest thanks to those who are 
joining this endeavour. Keep your eyes 
peeled for “Pop-up Events”—
impromptu Friday or Saturday 
evenings that promise fun and 
fellowship with fellow members.

Here’s a Chart to Navigate Our 
Planned Pop-up Events:
• INTRO TO CRUISING: Sea legs or 

not, you’ll want to dive into this.
• PIZZA NIGHT: Because who 

doesn’t love a slice on the deck?
• Nosey Neighbour BOAT TOURS: 

Peek into other captain’s quarters.
• WINE & BEER TASTINGS: Sip and 

savour, sailors!
• SOUP NIGHT: Warm your belly on 

a chilly evening.
• MOVIE NIGHTS: Anchors aweigh 

for cinematic waves.
• SOLSTICE FULL MOON EVENT: 

Cast off under the stars.
All hands on deck to the Social Team 

—your efforts and enthusiasm anchor 
our TH&SC community!

Keep an eye on your email and our 
website for updates on new activities 
and potential shifts in the tide (I mean, 
dates). We promise the coming year at 
TH&SC will make waves!

Continuing as your dedicated 
Cruising Captain, Michael Smith has 
charted us through incredible successes 
with the reciprocal cruising program—
let’s expand our horizons even further! 
And across this sea of social and sailing 
engagement, he’s penned his vision in 
the December Spar & Prop. Set your 
course to read it.

Our effervescent Race Captain, 
Brooks Robitaille, is charting a thrilling 
course for our growing fleet, so dust off 
your competitive spirit because it’s 
going to be a sizzling season on the 
start line. Join the seasoned PHRF-LO 
team, Jamie and Martin, with Andrea 
scoring our triumphs. Thank you to the 
steadfast Race Committee—Richard, 
Phil, Reza, Sol, and Peter.

All Captains on our vast lake, mark 
your calendars for the Race Meeting on 
April 17th!

Your questions about reciprocal 
arrangements are in the capable hands 
of our own Peter Martyn—he’s the 
lighthouse guiding any of your queries.

The overarching commitment to 
ensuring that our sails are set towards a 
season bursting with enjoyment 
remains unwavering. The Social Team 
will soon be signalling for shipmates to 
assist with all the aspects that make our 
events memorable. Remember, 

REAR COMMODORE
Paul Lewis

contributing to the social scene is not 
just rewarding—it's the most 
entertaining way to serve the club (and 
clock in those volunteer hours).

With the burgee waving high and 
our compasses set towards engagement 
and exhilaration, here's to 2024 at 
TH&SC—where we race, rally, and 
revel together!

Here’s to the laughter that echoes 
over the waters, the bonds that 
strengthen with every nautical mile, 
and the stories that will be etched in our 
club’s legacy. Here’s to a season full of 
fair winds and following seas, anchors 
aweigh!

Everyone Wins At TH&SC
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If Bruce found out that a member 
was ill and unable to get their boat 
ready for launch, he would take it upon 
himself to prepare their boat (including 
buffing the topsides and putting on a 
new coat of bottom paint). I know of 
two instances where he did this without 
telling anyone. I wouldn’t have known 
myself except that I saw him doing it 
early one morning for a member that 
had just been diagnosed with a life-
threatening illness that required 
hospitalization. When I asked whether 
the member had asked him to do it or 
was even aware that it was being done, 
he said no and that I should keep “my 
mouth shut”. Typical Bruce, he did so 
many things that most of us were not 
aware.

These will be the memories I 
remember about Bruce. That and the 
picture of Bruce and my old dog 
Norman walking side by side, very 
slowly, at the club. Norman loved Bruce 
and Bruce even looked after Norman 
for a week when we were away. When 
we got back the dog had become 
addicted to ice cream and was up to a ½ 
pack of cigarettes a day. It took us 
forever to get him in the car. He didn’t 
want to come back.

Bye Bruce. See you on the other side.
To everyone else, hug the ones you 

love and stay warm. Remember launch 
will be soon approaching.

Your humble servant,
J. Glen Eddie   

WHERE is the [Ed. 
Note expletive 
deleted] sun!!!!!!!! As 

I write this post, Toronto has 
been in a natural blackout 
since NOVEMBER (28 days in 
December and 31 days in January!). I 
feel like an extra in Season 3 of True 
Detective. [Ed. Note—Glen, based on 
ratings you are the only one that will 
understand the reference!]

Now on to more sombre thoughts. As 
most of you know by now, Bruce 
Bateman has passed on to where the 
winds are up, the sky is clear, and the 
seas are calm. Bruce was a great friend 
for many years not just to me but to 
many members of the club. I know that 
Bruce could be prickly at times (even to 
me). That said, I like to remember the 
great things about Bruce. Like when 
members would come up to him before 
launch and ask for his advice on how to 
fix something on their boat. Most often, 
and always if you were new to the club, 
Bruce would oblige without complaint 
(especially, if you offered him a Keith’s). 
He would then introduce you to the 
other members of the club (at least 
those that he liked ) and show you 
around. From then on, he would always 
remember your name and say hi when 
you next met.

PAST
COMMODORE

Glen Eddie

Ashbridge’s Bay

DID YOU KNOW?
Before the south part of the 
park was created, when strong 
easterly winds raised big 
waves on Lake Ontario the 
wide open entrance saw the 
waves roll into the bay. They 
would generally hit the west 
side of the bay and then 
ricochet across and then hit 
the east side. The angles were 
such that ABYC got the brunt 
of the swells and their dinghy 
dock was regularly washed 
away.
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Gerald Foster McManus
With family by his side, Gerry passed away peacefully, in Toronto at 
Sunnybrook Health Centre–Palliative Care Unit, Sunday, December, 3 
2023, in his 89th year.

Joking, laughing, and entertaining family, friends and staff, while 
remaining happy and full of smiles until the end, Gerry lost his battle 
with Brain Cancer, shortly after being diagnosed.

A realist, Gerry was not afraid of death and had a great, full life, 
embracing every aspect of it, along the way. His work here on earth 
was complete and it was time to go see and be with those friends and 
loved ones, that previously departed this world.

He is survived by his children, Theresa “T” and Glenn; along with T’s, 
Michael (son-in-law) and kids, Mikayla and Alden; and Glenn’s, Ellen 
(daughter-in-law) and kids, Olivia, Grayson and Averey. 

Gerry had a full life, emigrating from Scotland in the 50s, travelling the 
world and the Great Lakes, as a Marine Engineer, before finally settling 
down and starting a family in Toronto. He went on to work for Ontario 
Hydro, then finished his career with the Ministry of the Environment, 
as an Investigator.

Sailing was in his blood and he loved his time at the boat, either under 
full sail or just sitting at the dock, enjoying the gentle rocking of the 
vessel. He had many friends and acquaintances at the Toronto 
Hydroplane & Sailing Club which he joined in 1987 with his sailboat, 
a Corwin 23, Windancer, thriving on the camaraderie, friendships and 
the many interesting interactions and conversations. He was an artist 
and creative cartoonist who added over 150 drawings of maritime 
history to the TH&SC club newsletter, Spar and Prop, for many years.

There are plans to have a Celebration of Life, in the near future, likely 
in the spring, yet to be determined.

The family would like to send out a big thank you to all the care 
providers, at Sunnybrook Health Centre and North York General 
Hospital, who offered such help, kindness and compassion, through 
the past months. Many thanks.

In lieu of flowers, please kindly donate to Sunnybrook Health Centre, 
Brain Cancer Research or your own personal favourite charity. For 
further information, please contact the family at: 
Gerald.McManus34@ gmail.com

From the Expert: Comment from 
Fogh Boat Supplies on the 
Statement from Interlux Regarding 
the Discontinuation of VC17

Jan 17, 2024
By Morten Fogh

After reading Interlux’s statement on 
the discontinued VC17 antifouling 
paint, we have prepared some of our 
recommendations:

1. Sand the VC17 off entirely with 80 
grit sandpaper rather than 120 grit 
sandpaper. If you don’t remove 
almost all the VC17, whatever is 
applied over may not adhere to the 
hull and fall off.

2. After sanding with 80 grit sandpaper,
apply one or two coats of Interprotect 
2000. It will allow a good binder 
between the hull and the new paint 
to be applied. (Add 3-4 more coats for 
a total of 4-5 coats and you’ve 
waterproofed your hull.)

3. After applying the Interprotect 2000,
you can now apply the antifouling 
paint that is available in Canada from 
Interlux. Bottomkote-CA, Micron 
CSC-CA and VC Offshore.
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Bruce Bateman
It was with sadness that on January 1st at the New Year’s 
Levy Commodore Terry Paseika learned of Bruce Bateman’s 
passing and informed the members present. As a tribute to 
Bruce the members at the Levy each took a flower stem 
and dropped it into the water beside the boardwalk. 

Bruce joined the Toronto Hydroplane and Sailing Club in 
April of 2006 as Club Steward. He moved into the 
apartment of the club and provided security to the property 
until the insurance company of the club changed its policy 
a few years ago and said a steward wasn’t allowed. 

Bruce acquired a Viking 28, Wind Chaser, and raced her 
successfully for many years. Bruce gave up racing in the 
later years due to serious health problems. He will be 
remembered as gregarious and always willing to help the 
club and members. Bruce was also the official Club race 
scorer for many years, albeit reluctantly.

Mostly, Bruce was a man of many talents, was ferociously 
loyal to his friends, and loved his two daughters (and later 
his grandchildren) without qualification. Many of us at the 
club will remember Bruce’s knowledge about sailboats and 
boat repair and his willingness to share his knowledge with 
anyone that knew the two secret words—”please and thank 
you”. Bruce was also known for his love of music—and his 
need to share with anyone who stepped aboard Wind 
Chaser. He will be missed by many at the club and 
beyond.

If you get a chance please raise a glass in his honour and 
remember him—He would appreciate that (especially, if it 
is a single malt!).

 

Spring Social/Ways and Means party 

Saturday March 23 

7 to 10 PM 

 

Come prepared to sign up for OOD and other jobs.  

Please have your personal calendar available in order to avoid conflicts. 

 

Officer of the Day Program 2024 

 
Sign up begins March 23 and also at Launch on 

Saturday May 4 and Sunday May 5. 

Sailing Members and Life Members with boats are 

required to fulfill the yearly obligation of one 4-hour 

shift as an Officer of the Day. 

The OOD program will run this year from the Friday 

of the May long weekend, May 17, to the last 

weekend in September, Sunday September 29. 

Shellbacks TorontoShellbacks Toronto
SessionsSessions

Spring 2024Spring 2024
Noon

Wednesdays  *
January 10th  to April 17th 

ZOOM
Registration 

A PLETHORA OF NAUTICAL THEMEDA PLETHORA OF NAUTICAL THEMEDA PLETHORA OF NAUTICAL THEMED
LUNCH-TIME PRESENTATIONSLUNCH-TIME PRESENTATIONSLUNCH-TIME PRESENTATIONS
In-person at NYC * or on ZOOM *

 * Wednesdays, Jan. 10th, Feb. 14th, Mar. 13th  & Apr 10th ZOOM ONLY

National Yacht Club (NYC) 1 Stadium Rd, Toronto, ON M5V 3H4
Lunch $33 inc. taxes & services for Soup/Salad, Main, Coffee/Tea

Reservations not required
Free Parking

Some 2024 Spring Topics
-- Behind the Scenes on Cruise Ships – Part II --

-- Sailing the Rideau Canal --
-- Looking back at the ’97 Flotilla – Toronto to BonaVista --
-- 90th Celebration - Highlights & History of Shellbacks --

For more 
details 
including all topics

shellbacks.weebly.com tinyurl.com/ShellbacksTO2024SpringSessions

https://shellbacks.weebly.com/
http://tinyurl.com/ShellbacksTO2024SpringSessions
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Using Electronic Visual Distress Signals in place of 
Pyrotechnic Distress Signals on Pleasure Vessels

by Mike Wheatstone

As a pleasure boater with a vessel that is over 6m in length 
and operating over a mile from shore I am required to carry 
distress signalling devices. For years this has been satisfied by 
pyrotechnic flares. These flares are only certified for four years 
from date of manufacture and are difficult to dispose of, never 
mind that flare nights when we used to be able to safely 
practice the use of these devices in a non-emergency situation 
have gone the way of the wild duck.

I was updating my current flare compliment spreadsheet to 
determine what flares I should purchase this year when I 
thought I would check to see what current requirements for 
my vessel were. I recalled hearing that having a two-way 
means of communication such as a cell phone or VHF may 
allow you to carry only half the normal compliment of flares 
and as they are expensive and hard to dispose of, I wanted to 
confirm this.

I discovered was that that while this was true as of May 
2018, as of November 9 2021, Transport Canada has also 
approved the use of electronic Visual Distress Signal Device 
(eVDSD). They must be coupled with an Transport Canada 
approved smoke flare for daytime signalling, but present an 
alternative to carrying  type A (parachute),B (twin star) and C 
(handheld) pyrotechnic flares on a pleasure craft.

Key points to be aware of:
• This option is only available to pleasure craft
• The eVDSD is not visible during daylight hours so an 

approved smoke flare must be carried for signalling 
during daylight emergencies.

• These new eVDSD devices are allowed under Radio 
Technical Commission for Maritime Services (RTCM) 
standard 13200.0. Any device must be tested and certified 
to this standard by an approved certification body or the 
US Coast Guard. Devices must be labelled with the fact 
that they comply with standard 13200.0 and if they are 
not so labelled they cannot be used in place of 
pyrotechnic devices.

• eVDSD are an addition to distress signalling devices. 

Pyrotechnic flares continue to be available and certified 
for this purpose.

Devices that meet the standard will have the
following characteristics:

• 2 colour cyan and re-orange SOS light sequence
• Also near Infrared for detection be rescue personnel with 

night vision googles
• An operating temperature range of -1 to +30C and a 

storage temperature range of -20 to +55C.
• Must operate for a minimum of 2 hours once activated.

Searching for Transport Canada approved devices leads 
me to believe that currently there may only be one, Sirius 
Signal C-1002 two colour distress light. If 
you know of other certified signalling 
devices please let me know. The cost of 
the C-1002 is approximately C$419 and is 
available from several mail order 
chandleries as well as Amazon. When 
stacked up against current cost of 
renewing pyrotechnic flares every four 
years and the increasing difficulty and environmental cost of 
their disposal, this becomes a a very interesting option. 
Practicing with this device, in an area not visible to others or 
likely to cause a rescue dispatch, is much easier than with 
pyrotechnic flares which are illegal to discharge except in an 
emergency situation.

As with any safety device make an informed decision 
concerning what devices to carry on your vessel dependent 
on where you will be boating and who are the expected 
emergency response organizations. In addition to lighted and 
pyrotechnic flares there are Emergency Position Indicating 
Radio Beacons (EPIRB) and Personal Locator Beacons (PLB) 
that may assist summoning rescue personnel in the event of 
an emergency. Keep any emergency signalling devices to 
hand where they are easily accessed in the sudden event of 
an emergency. Read the instructions for any electronic device 
with respect maintenance and periodic testing.    

Trevor Kane is for Sale 

San Juan 24 

Year Length Beam Draft Location 
1974 24' 8’ 4’ ' TH&SC 

 

Description: 

Trevor Kane is a 1978 San Juan 24 sailboat in great condition. New Evolution Tri Radial Racing 
Laminate Genoa. Like new crisp UK # 3. New rigging 2017 
New Tohatsu 6hp "Sail Pro" sailboat motor! 
Trailer, clean ready to sail, great day-weekend sailer and competitive club racer.  

 

Contact:      Phil Lange:  phillange@gmail.com 
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Proposed Mandatory Personal Flotation Device (PFD)/
Lifejacket Wear

Dec 21, 2023
John Gullick, Manager of Special Programs, CPS-ECP
In July it was announced on the news that the Ontario government 

is set to pass a new bill that will make it mandatory for children aged 
12 and under to wear lifejackets on boats that are under 9 meters in 
length and underway. Parents, guardians or other supervising adults 
could be subject to a fine of up to $200 if they do not comply.

We are yet to see what the definition of “boats” will be. Will that 
include all vessels, power, sail or human powered or will the 
definition be limited?

How will be bill be enforced or will enforcement officers just use it 
as an opportunity to educate and warn?

Currently, under Canadian law, every watercraft must carry a PFD 
or lifejacket, that is in good condition, the appropriate size and readily 
available, close at hand, for every person on board.

It should be noted that recreation vessel regulations fall under 
Federal jurisdiction so there will probably be some confusion around a 
Provincial requirement. It should also be noted that Transport 
Canada’s Office of Boating Safety is also in the process of considering 
a mandatory PFD/Lifejacket requirement.

When the Ontario government was seeking public input, among 
others, the Canadian Safe Boating Council, Lifesaving Society and the 
Ontario Provincial Police submitted research, statistics and 
recommendations. They have also provided the same information to 
Transport Canada in support of their own research.

Here are some of the findings from data sources: From Boating 
Fatality Data:
• Deaths primarily occurred among adults – 91% amongst 

adults 20 + years.
• Children 12 and under, 1%.
• Most deaths occurred amongst those in vessels under 6 

meters in length (88%).
• 55% of boating fatalities occurred in powered vessels and 

45% in unpowered vessels.
• Canoes 33%.

From Wear Rate Studies:
• Wear rate statistics have been consistent in most studies 

including those from Transport Canada and the U.S. Coast 
Guard.

• Vessel type has a significant impact on a boater’s likelihood 
to wear a PFD/Lifejacket. PWCs had the highest wear rate of 
94-98 %. Motorized boats had the lowest wear rate of 18-25 %. 
Wear rates decreased as vessel size increased.

• Age is a significant factor in the wearing of PFDs/Lifejackets. 
Children have a very high wear rate in studies. Children, 6-12 
year olds 75%. Teens wear rate is 50-60% in studies.

• Wear rate for adults is low, 18-29% and seniors 11%.
Let’s move on to the proposed consultations by Transport Canada.
Most of the following section is taken from a presentation by 

Geoffrey Tasker, Transport Canada Office of Boating Safety, presented 
at the Standing Committee on Recreational Boating, Canadian Marine 
Advisory Council (CMAC), November 14, 2023.

In January of 2023 a letter was sent to Safety groups, enforcement 
partners and industry associations seeking preliminary feedback on 
proposed mandatory wear criteria. This was not intended as a full 
public consultation, but rather giving the groups mentioned the 
opportunity to provide feedback on proposed criteria that could be 
refined before being put forward to the public.

Feedback was received from 73 respondents with an additional 89 
comments from members of the public.

Later this year or early next Transport Canada, through it’s Let’s 
Talk Transportation platform, will begin seeking public feedback. This 
consultation will include extensive background information on the 

issue as well as collected data from TC and its partners.
No options will be mutually exclusive and combinations of 

options will be considered. There will be 60 days provided for this 
consultation following which, a What We Heard report will be 
publicly available.

Proposed criteria for Transport Canada’s Let’s Talk 
Transportation: Age Requirements:
• Mandatory wear for any person 18 years of age or 

younger on board a pleasure craft or
• 14 years or younger on board a pleasure craft.
• Mandatory wear for youth will not be exclusive.

Vessel Size Requirements:
Require mandatory wear for any person on board any pleasure 

craft.
• 6 meters in length or below, or
• 6 meters in length and below, only if an open deck 

design, or 
• 4 meters in length or below.

Vessel Type Requirements:
Require mandatory wear for any person on board:

• Any motorized vessel, ie. powerboats, or
• Any motorized vessel, if open deck design, or 
• All human powered vessels.

Considerations:
• Would address concerns expressed by some Canadians 

calling for mandatory wear for children.
• However, youth have been found to have the highest 

wear rates and lowest fatality rates.
• Potential to substantially reduce fatalities.
• Would impose mandatory wear requirements on both 

operators and guests on board power boats which were 
found to have the lowest wear rates among vessel types.
Next Steps:

• Results from public consultation will be analyzed and 
used, alongside observation results and fatality data, to 
inform a decision on possible regulatory amendments for 
mandatory wear. No decision to mandate the wearing of 
PFDs or Lifejackets has yet been made and will not be 
made without formal notice.

• Discussions surrounding this issue will continue at 
national and regional meetings of the Canadian Marine 
Advisory Council and Recreational Boating Advisory 
Councils.

• This process will continue until at least 2025.
In my personal opinion and that of the Canadian Safe Boating 

Council, it is clear that, from the data collected over many years, 
mandatory PFD/Lifejacket wear should be required for all 
boaters on all vessels less than 6 meters in length while on deck 
and underway.

Based on one of the above considerations, to focus on youth 18, 
14 or 12 and under, while a step in the right direction, will have a 
very limited effect of preventing recreational boating deaths due 
to drowning and would probably be more of a political decision 
rather than a decision based on the facts generated by extensive 
research.

In closing I will, as I have done many times in the past, I will 
ask you to consider five Points:
• While boating wear your PFD/Lifejacket.
• Don’t drink, take recreational drugs and boat.
• Carry all of the required safety equipment and ensure it 

is in good working order.
• Take a boating safety course.
• Consider the effects of surprise cold water immersion.



LAUNCH

Daylight
Saving starts

Rear 
Commodore’s
Brunch—10-12

St Patrick’s 
Day

Palm
Sunday

Easter 
Sunday

Easter
Monday

Executive
Board
Meeting

Executive
Board
Meeting

Executive
Board
Meeting

Executive
Board
Meeting

St. Valentine’s 
Day

Sail
Canada
Survival
Course

Spring Begins

Warm Up
Race—6:30–9

Race
Meeting

Race 
Series I
Race 1

Race 
Series I
Race 2

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

Susan 
Hood Trophy
Race

Good 
Friday

DARTS
about 7 pm

DARTS
about 7 pm

LAUNCH

Ice Breaker
Race—11–4
Rear Comm.
Meet & Greet

Reciprocal
Cruise to
BPYC

Spring
Social—7–10

5

3

7

4

12

10

14

11

19

17

21

18

26

24

28

25

31

01

6

4

8

5

13

11

15

21

20

18

22

19

27

25

29

26

2

7

5

9

6

14

12

16

31

21

19

23

20

28

26

30

27

30

013

8

6

10

7

15

13

17

4

22

20

24

21

29

2728

3v

24

1

9

7

11

8

16

14

18

15

23

21

25

22

30

2829

3

1

5

2

10

8

12

91

17

15

19

16

24

22

26

23

4

2

6

3

11

9

13

01

18

16

20

17

25

23

27

24

30

May 2024

March 2024

April 2024

February 2024

RACING STARTS ON THE 15TH—SERIES I ON THE 22ND

HAVE YOU GOT ALL YOU NEED TO DO THE JOB?

LAUNCH IS ON MAY 4 & 5 …

TIME TO THINK ABOUT LAUNCH

NOT TOO MUCH DOING THIS MONTH?—TRY DARTS

… IS YOUR BOAT READY TO LAUNCH?

THE WATER IS COLD!

HAVE YOU HUGGED YOUR BOAT?

31

29


