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Don’t Worry, It’s All Behind Us Now



Weather with Ron Bianchi—Wednesday, April 17—7:00–10:00 pm
Racers’ Meeting—Wednesday, April 24—6:30 to 9:30 pm with Thomas Fogh.
LAUNCH DAY—Saturday, May 4—7:00 to 6:00 pm—Hope for a nice, dry day.
Warm Up Race—Wednesday, May 15—First gun at 6:30 pm
Rear Commodore Brunch—Sunday May 19—10:00 to 11:00 am
Race 1–Series I—Wednesday, May 22—First gun at 6:30 pm
Ice Breaker Race—Saturday, May 25—Skipper’s Meeting at 11:00 am
Beer Commodore’s Meet and Greet—Saturday, May 25—5:00 to 7:00 pm
Reciprocal Bluffers Cruise—June 1 to June 2—Bluffers here, TH&SC there
SAILPAST—Saturday, June 8—11:00 to midnight—Come for the Blessing of the
Fleet; come for the sail to salute the Commodore; come for the dinner; come for
the party; or come for it all! It’s our greatest day.
D Dock Brunch—Sunday, June 9—The morning after the night before—YUM!
Dufferin Bell Buoy Race—Saturday, June 22—Skipper’s Meeting at 11
Outgoing Cruise to Frenchman’s Bay YC—June 29 – July 1

A Dock Brunch—Sunday, June 30—Enjoy a Sunday morning at the club
Celebrate Canada Day—Monday, July 1—5 – 6 p.m. approximately—dessert will
be set out
Summer Blast Regatta—Saturday, July 6—A series of races. Loads of fun
Summer Blast BBQ—Saturday, July 6—Lots of good food
Outgoing Cruise to Port Credit YC—July 13 – July 14
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LAUNCH DAY
SATURDAY, MAY 4th

7:00 a.m. at the clubhouse—no fail
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Richard Peirce

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

IABSOLUTELY love this
time of the year. That
feeling when you go

outside, the snow is all but
gone and the sun is starting to
radiate a little heat. Even when it’s still
3C, it feels warmer. It’s also nice to
leave work while there’s still light in
the sky. Then comes the inevitable
return to winter like last weekend.
Ugh. But spring is coming and coming
soon. Time to get down to the boat and
begin the process of getting the boat
ready for the season. Couple of things
to think about for this year’s spring
cleanup: 
1. If you have shrink-wrap on your

boat, please make sure to roll up
your shrink-wrap in a neat manner
and deposit it in the shrink bin.
Make sure there is NOTHING but
shrink-wrap in this bin—no
strapping, etc. 

2. Please sign up with Paul’s team to
help get our docks ready. Big thanks
to all who have put in some major
efforts to get us where we are today.
Incredible work for sure! 

3. Environment and Neighbours: If
you’re sanding/scraping/painting,
etc. this spring, please make sure

you’re not covering your
neighbour’s boat blue dust, paint,
etc. Any bottom sanding and
scraping should be done with proper
tarps and tenting to contain
discarded material. This needs to be
disposed of properly. 

Our friends at ABYC are great
neighbours—they’ve invited us to
some of their parties (see posters on
the bulletin board). You may want to
consider visiting at some point this
year, have a burger and a beer. That’s
the beauty of reciprocals—even ones
that are right next door. 

Lastly, I’ll be around Hacienda II as
much as possible this spring getting
her ready. Come by any time and say
hello! Always like to hear ideas that
people have for our club and would
love to hear your thoughts.    _

SPRING has sprung and
the long non-sailing
season is almost coming

to an end and life is starting
to reappear around the club
again after its long slumber. 

We are getting ready to implement
the new gate and door system at the
club and fobs will be issued to
members on launch day who are paid up.

Speaking of paid up, there are still
a few sailing members and crew
members who have not paid their
annual dues. April 1st is the second
deadline and fines will be applied and
If you have not paid by launch you
will be sailing in the parking lot. 

Many projects are underway at the
club and your help is needed to get the
club ready for the season. All too often
the same people are at the ready to
help out and work well above the
required sixteen hours while others
have barely or don’t complete their
work hours. This is a working club that
works when we all chip in and get

stuff done. We need you to be one of
the people that helps out instead of just
cruising through letting everybody else
take care of your club. Step up and
step up often, you know who you are
and so do we. 

Membership is strong and we are
getting enquiries from new prospective
members wishing to join our club. We
are almost full at the docks with a few
slips opened up this season with
members who for whatever reason are
not able to launch. If you are not
launching this year, let us know, we
need the docks. Contact either myself
or Paul Evans so we can get the dock
layouts and waiting lists sorted.

The prediction is that we may see
high water again this year and there
should be lots of water in the lake this
year to sail. Hopefully not too much
water that the seawall and crane
erection projects get interrupted or
delayed. Fingers crossed. See you at
the club.

Honoured to serve, I don’t make
the rules, I just enforce them.

Vice Out _

Randy Boyd
VICE COMMODORE

Paul Evans
HARBOUR MASTER

WELL... We are getting
there. Slowly.

All the fingers are floating
again.  

The Sea wall is also coming along.
The Weather has NOT cooperated. 
Had good response to requests for

help.
Those who can work during the

week are all different days it seems tho.
Will still try to figure out some

work parties during the week.
Concrete for dock blocks poured

Tuesday afternoon and ready to drop
this weekend.

Sea wall needs barge to finish
welding whalers tho so will have to
work with Tom on scheduling that.

We still have to: 
• Attach shore ends of docks  
• Put on bridges
• Drop blocks
• Inspect for damage 
• Weld any damaged dock sections 
• Place a few more barrels
• Install new pex water pipe from

C dock to D dock
• Connect up water to docks
• Put back the safety ladders on the

docks
• Connect electrical to the docks 
• Connect power to docks with new

paths on A and B and may be D.
• Prep Shadow

I feel like I have forgotten
something.

Oh, and finish the sea wall and
boardwalk and facer boards.

And put up the mast crane and
reinstall the pump out with its new
drain pipe.

The Gazebo roof goes back up on
launch day. 

Only 4 weekends left !!
Please come out and help. 
There is lots and lots to do.
Many thanks 
Paul _

Ate salad for dinner…mostly
croutons & tomatoes…really
just one big, round crouton
covered in tomato sauce

and cheese…OK, FINE, it
was a pizza…I ate a pizza!

Sailpast a few years ago
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I‘M pleased to know that
launch is imminent. Boats
will be back in the water

where they belong and the
club house will be back to life
with members old and new.

We are up to date with this year’s
bookkeeping and tracking of members
dues. 

I am looking for a few members
who are willing to serve on an internal
audit committee this year. To my
knowledge, there hasn’t been an active
audit committee for some time. This
committee will review the accounting
on a quarterly basis and help to draft a
document for accounting controls
within the club. Some accounting or
bookkeeping experience is required. If
you are interested, please email me at
treasurer@thsc.ca.

Looking forward to see you all in
the coming months when the sun will
be shining and the winds will be
blowing the dust from our sails. _

Helen Rigler
TREASURER

Weather with Ron Bianchi

April 17th 7-10
$20 includes 

snacks and
beverages

Ron Bianchi talks Weather for Cruisers and
Racers Alike 

Ron is currently the Director of Strategic 
Development for Weather Services at Wood 
Met-Ocean group. He has held the posi on of 
Vice President of Meteorology for Weather 
Network/MeteoMedia, Opera ons Manager for 
Environment Canada’s Storm Predic on Centre 
in Ontario. He is Past President of the Canadian
Meteorological and Oceanographic Society, and 
a Fellow of the Royal Meteorological and
American Meteorological Society’s. 

With the changing climate it is becoming more 
and more important to observe and interpret the 
waves and the weather. Whether you are a 
cruiser or an o shore racer it is important reach 
your des na ons safely. As most of us can a est 
the weather has had some drama c impacts on 
our sailing on Lake Ontario lately; near hurricane 
force winds in the summer, more severe 
thunderstorms, waterspouts, bigger and more 
waves. To be able to understand the current 
weather around you and what is forecasted are a 
founda on every sailor should know. 

In his session, Ron will discuss the art and science 
of being situa onally aware of the environment 
around you so you can reach your des na on 
safely. This presenta on will bene t both
o shore sailors and cruisers alike, whether you 
are sailing Lake Ontario or beyond. 

Please RSVP
with

rear-commodore@thsc.ca

Race
Nite

With special guest Thomas Fogh

Whether racing or cruising, keeping your rigging in top shape 
plus tuning your boat properly will help you enjoy your time on 
the water and make sailing much easier. This seminar discusses 
how to maintain rigging and how to set up your mast. The first 
half of the seminar will review the maintenance of sailboat 
rigging, hardware, sails and whether leaving your mast up during 
the winter is ideal. Topics will include inspections, ways to help 
prevent failures, when to replace and tips to keep hardware 
working properly. The second part of the seminar will cover tuning 
of your mast and rigging. Topics covered include mast adjustments 
(and what each does), other sail controls and set ups for different 
wind conditions to help make sailing easier.

Spring Ready? Inspecting, Tuning & Other Key Rigging Tips

Thomas Fogh started sailing at the age of 5 and was a 12-year member of the Canadian Sailing Team having competed 
in 3 Olympic trials.  He has participated in over 20 world championships with top 3 finishes and won various Canadian, 
US and North American titles during his career. Thomas was a coach at the 2015 Toronto Pan Am games for Team 
Canada and is now a provincial coach for Ontario Sailing.  Thomas has worked as a sailmaker and marine distributor for 
many top marine brands. He is currently also the Program Manager for the Learn to Sail Program at Port Credit Yacht 
Club.

April 24th 6:30-10

Lee Rixon
Peggy Wheatstone

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

AS I am writing this,
there is still snow on
the ground, but the

weather forecast is at least
looking hopeful. This is just a
brief update to let you all
know that the cruising
schedule is now set and
should in most part be
available on the club calendar
and web site. This is primarily through
sterling effort from Keith Willson, who
has been beavering away in the
background and arranging the many,
many details that make our cruise
schedule possible. The one possible
update to this, is a cruise to OYS that is
still a work in progress.

As we get closer to the actual start
of the sailing, rather than snow
shovelling, season we will be looking
for volunteers to act as cruise hosts. If
you are interested, please talk to either
Peggy or me (Lee) and we will be more
than happy to explain what is involved
(mostly main course cooking).

We are looking at a great cruising
schedule, so check your calendars and
start blocking out the days.

We will see you down the club.
Your Krooz Krew (Peggy, Keith

and Lee)  _
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WELL here we are
again; the sailing
season in our part of

the world is slowly but surely
shaking off the last of the
winter snow as we enter into
April. As I am sitting at my desk
looking out at Mother Nature’s snow
job from last night, I realize that the
sailors who have already uncovered
their boats or in fact launched in the
GTA were perhaps just a touch too
optimistic. I am buoyed though by the
current fourteen day forecast which
shows the temps going above freezing
and staying there and according to my
countdown to launch we are at 33 days
as of today and closing in rapidly on
the 2019 season being officially off and
running. 

I attended the PHRF-LO spring
seminar yesterday in Pt. Dalhousie and
it was great to be in the company of
three other TH&SCers. My fellow
handicapper Jamie Carroll, Todd
Wilson and Mike Timlin also made the
rainy trek to DYC to learn what’s new
for 2109 in the PHRF world and brush
up on our measuring skills etc. A
reminder to everyone that the accuracy
of your certificates is actually each
individual skipper’s responsibility;
that being said, if you have any
questions or would like help in
deciphering yours, please seek out
myself or Jamie and we will be glad to
assist. Who knows, maybe we will find
you some extra seconds on your
ratings (it would be better for everyone
if we began the process while the boats
are still on the hard). Also don’t forget
that if you haven’t had your mainsail
re-measured to include the 3/4 and
7/8 measurements you may be taking
an unnecessary penalty, Jamie and I
will hopefully be reviewing all the
certificates at some point in the near
future and we will try to ensure the
owners whose sails are not measured
are made aware. 

I am happy to announce that since
our last newsletter the Rear
Commodore and I have been able to
book a couple of pretty awesome
seminars, the first being an evening on
April 17th with weather expert
extraordinaire Ron Bianchi, Ron has
been doing weather talks for as long as
I can remember and I believe he was at
TH&SC some 10 years ago. His
knowledge about weather is
unbelievable and with today’s ever
changing climate it’s even more

Martin Osborne
RACING CAPTAIN important to keep an eye on the

weather as summer storms are
increasing in intensity and bring with
them bigger waves and sometimes
very high winds. I would encourage
everyone to come out to this event,
cruisers and racers alike. Please RSVP
to the rear-commodore@thsc.ca with
your intention to attend and further
note that there is a $20 per person
charge to cover the costs for this
seminar.

Our second seminar will be on
April 24th in conjunction with our
racing season kick off night. This will
be an evening of discussion with
Thomas Fogh all related to mast
maintenance, tuning and general
information that will be invaluable to
everyone. Again, all are welcome to
attend, racers and cruisers alike. Please
let myself or John know if you are
planning to attend to ensure we have
enough food and refreshments to go
around.

Here’s hoping that we will see
many of you out to take advantage of
these great opportunities to help us get
our sailing seasons off to a safe and
flying start!   _

I’D like to say welcome
Spring 2019 however I’m
not sure she’s here yet!

TH&SC’s Social Team threw a
spectacular Spring Social a few
weeks back and those of you
that couldn’t make it were missed
dearly. Thanks Doris for the wonderful
snacks, thank you Tracey for the joyous
beverages and a special thanks to our
new crew members Derek and Jamie
for the hand with making our club
look more spring welcoming. I sure
hope I can count on you to help me
with Let it Be!

Many of our members helped to
make our social, cruising and racing
calendar as complete and action
packed as possible, all dates and
details are online at www.thsc.ca
please update your calendar and join
us when you can.

Sailpast this year is June 8th:
tickets will go on sale at Launch, please
buy them early to avoid the
disappointment of missing out on one
of the club’s best events. We will start
the social calendar off with the Rear
Commodore’s Meet and Greet
May 25th after the first weekend race
of the year, the Ice Breaker race.

I’d also like to ask any of you that
are interested in working or organizing
our social events to please track me
down, we would appreciate your help.
Many of you help every year and
thank you!

Our cruising and racing programs
continue to grow, so don’t be afraid to
join us as it’s way easier to join us than
not. Really, when was the last time any
of us said in January “I sailed my boat
too much last summer”.

See you at the club and “ON” the
water. _

John Greenham
REAR COMMODORE

Shadow
FLOTSAM & JETSAM

LEE RIXON SHOOTS A 180
Professional dart players often get
three darts in the triple-20 for a score of
180. During the winter at the club on
Friday Darts Night most of us are
happy when we get our dart in the
quadrent we aim for. Lee, our best
player, was playing a game in March
and got a 180. Well done!



Page 6 SPAR AND PROP APRIL 2019I

AS I write this (standard opening
for any S&P report) we are five
days away from ending our

three months in the sun on our
favourite Caribbean island, Carriacou.

Being on land has exposed us to a
different side of the island. We have
been getting up close and personal
with livestock. Carriacou is an
agricultural island and the cattle,
donkeys, sheep and goats tend to be
allowed to wander freely in search of
food especially in the dry season.

We now know a couple of
shortcuts which can bring us face to
face with many of the animals. They all
tend to move aside and we move to the
other side. Except dogs. We used to
trust the local dogs but we’ve had two
instances of dogs having a go at Pat.
She carries a stick now just in case. It’s
all very educational to city people like
Pat and me.

The animals all seem to know
where to go at night and who their
owners are except goats. Goats seem to
think humans are ok. They approach
us whereas the others tend to shy
away.  Maybe the goats don’t know
they’re food waiting to happen.

Our land lady has goats. She has
been keeping one particular doe close
by. First because she was pregnant, and
now because she has two kids. We met
the new borns and watched with
fascination as they figured out how to
stand, walk and feed in their first two
hours in the world. We immediately

called the kids Roti and Curry. Our
land lady wasn’t amused.

At the time our land lady was
dealing with the new kids on the block
she found another newborn that had
been abandoned by its mother. That
one she’s hand feeding because goats
will not adopt another does kid and
because it’s an orphan we call her

Annie. She follows our landlady
around like a puppy.

They’re about a month old now
and learning how to graze. We’ll be
back next January and they’ll probably
be full grown and on their own or
maybe they’ll have been a meal. _

KIDDING AROUND

by Geoff Craigen

TH&SC sent out 82 invitations to
Reciprocal yacht clubs this spring;
more than half have already replied
with reciprocal details, including
19 clubs which have instituted a
“permanent” (until further notice)
policy in the last several years. 

Watch for the Cruisers’ Reciprocal
Club list. Copies will be posted on the
bulletin board during or shortly after
Launch. Remember to fly the TH&SC
burgee and present your membership
card if asked. Also, you’re my eyes and
ears if policies have changed since our
last contact with the club you’re
visiting.

Holding the record for most
distant reciprocal club at the moment is
the Barbados Yacht Club in Carlisle
Bay, which offers a “seven-day
complimentary membership” to sailors
visiting by sea or air. A Contest 33 from
Holland — a sister ship to Peregrine —
took advantage of their hospitality in
2018, after 24 days at sea from
Scotland. Fast crossing!

Speaking of Peregrine, she is getting
repowered this spring. I’ll fill in the
details for anyone curious, once the
work is well underway. And she has a
new crew member, Charlie. He’s nine

months old. He and Riley get up to
boatloads of loveable mischief. 

Peter Martyn, SV Peregrine
reciprocals@thsc.ca    _

Peter Martyn
RECIPROCALS 

Olde Tymes at TH&SC
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HELLO all and welcome to
spring! As we creep ever so
slowly to launch we tend to get

overwhelmed by a varying slew of
spring related chores and
commitments.

Somewhere on your list is a prep
schedule for your boat. Typically we
are all doing much of the same type of
pre- launch maintenance, cleaning,
painting, polishing and such.

Before we have the slings on your
boat and prepare to lift remember to
think of these few reminders.

First of all, you are only reading
this because every year a few of us
make reminders necessary.

If you’ve been mucking about in
your engine compartment or working
on through hulls and shut off valves
please double check all of your hose
clamps and ensure that they are tight. 

After you have started your engine
and collected the used anti-freeze for
proper disposal remember to reattach
(if removed) the raw water cooling
hose and properly re-clamp it.

Remember it is unlawful to
discharge anti-freeze into lakes or
oceans.

It’s also a good idea to keep your
head valve in the closed position until
after you’ve splashed down. This can
help avoid a siphon effect in the head.

So now back to the crane guy
requirements.

Every year we ask that owners
mark their boat with sling position
marks. This seems to be an incredibly
difficult task for some but it’s so easy
to do and helpful to the crane guys. On
my own 100-year-old C&C the sling
marks are actually stamped into the
metal toe rail, the problem is that you
can’t see them when the boat is on a
cradle. A bit of bright tape solves the
problem and your boat gets slung from
where you want. If you are new to this
and don’t know where your sling
should be placed, just ask any member
and they will be more than happy to
impart their wisdom on the topic.

After you’ve finished all of your
painting and cleaning and having
found your dock lines you should put
them on your assigned mooring.
Somewhere, probably in the same
locker as the dock lines, you should
have two 25’ lines. These fore and aft

lines should be in serviceable condition
and capable of towing your boat if
necessary. They should have no knots
or shackles. This is probably the most
common lifting issue, it’s a rope , not
twine, and again, 25’ long and supple
enough that it doesn’t feel like a tree
branch when you’re holding one. If

you don’t have proper
lines, Canadian Tire is just
down the road. These fore
and aft lines are used
primarily to stabilize your
boat when it’s flying
around in the air like Peter
Pan, these (tag-lines) are
very important!

That’s all, just a few small requests
and everyone’s day gets a little better.

Thanks for reading.
See you at launch!
Dave Johnston
Wildrose

CRANE STUFF

by Dave Johnston

Officer of the Day 
Program 2019 

 
Sign up at Launch on 

Saturday May 4. 
All Sailing Members and Life Members with 

boats are required to 

fulfill the yearly obligation of one 4-hour shift  

as Officer of the Day.  

The OOD program runs from the Friday of the 
May long weekend  

to the last weekend in September. 
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Spring Social

WINTER DAMAGE

by Chris HansonSep-

THE ice in the bay was very hard
on our docks this winter. Here
are a few pictures showing some

of the damage.
Our Harbourmaster and his

stalwart crew have been working hard
to fix the damage, replace drums and
still get the seawall finished and the
boardwalk done.

They need all the help they can get
this year so please try and do some
extra this year—it’s needed. _
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Robbie Burns Night
A thistle for everyone

Pipimg in the hagis

WELL DONE!

Addressing
the hagis

Addressing
the hagis

Bob Lush
Bob went
from renting
an Albacore
at the
Toronto Is-
land Marina
in 1970 to
the OSTAR,
solo transat-
lantic in 39
days (on a

Shark!)
He joined TH&SC and was a

member in the 1970s. Here is an
incomplete list of his sailing ac-
complishments.
Between two solo transatlantic
trips, he did 1977 Bermuda 1/2 on
the Shark; the 1978 Round
Britain on a British 32; the 1979
Bermuda 1/2, leg 1 on the Shark
25 and the 1979
Bermuda/Azores/Plymouth
Race. 
In 1978 the Shark was lengthened
to meet the 25’ LOA minimum
for the 1980 race. This modifica-
tion was completed at George
Thompson Custom Yachts in
Oakville. The boat was measured
by Mark Ellis and found to be 25’
1/64” long.
In addition Bob complete innu-
merable trips down to the Virgin
Islands. In the end, he sailed sin-
gle-handed almost 300,000 miles.
As a writer and editor and ad rep,
he contributed to many publica-
tions and spent many years at the
long gone magazine Sailing
Canada when it was an aggressive
competitor for our publication,
Canadian Yachting
In his retirement, he wrote ro-
mance novels from his boat, often
in the Caribbean, until his illness
forced him to trade the cockpit
for the armchair where he was a
faithful fan of the Blue Jays, hot
summers, and cold beverages. He
recently said that he’d done every-
thing in his life that he wanted to.
Bob Jr currently crews with Todd
Wilson. With text from Canadian
Yachting Magazine
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IT’S the last day of March
and guess what, it’s
snowing again.! I put away

the snow shovels and took
down the Christmas lights
yesterday assuming that
winter was over. Guess not. Didn’t
Spring start last week? I’ve had it with
winter this year. Let’s get on with
Spring ASAP. Enough is enough.  

If you have visited the club in the
last few weeks, you may have noticed
that the bar renovations area almost
completed. No more surface mounted
electrical outlets and a mushy soft floor
behind the bar. The drywall and all the
electrical has been completed, the walls
painted and now we await the arrival
of the new custom counters. There are
still a few things left to finalize and I
will be asking for more help in order to
have the renovations completed before
launch day. TH&SC will have a bar to
be proud of. Thanks to the efforts and
excellent work of Martin Osborne,
Jamie Smallwood, Barry Watson, Steve
Brown, Alan Jones and David
Craddock, thank you.

As was mentioned in my last
article in February, there are also many
other projects that require attention. I

Tony Resendes
PROPERTY MGR. would like the clubhouse main dining

area walls and trim painted before the
bar counters come in. I am looking for
a volunteer who is willing to take on
this task. Please e-mail me for the
particulars. Last year’s kitchen
renovation turned out fantastic and I
am expecting the same results for the
bar and dining area.

Please speak to Patrick Dunne or
Steve Brown for available projects. A
list of projects is available in the Ways
& Means binder in the club house.
Please sign up to ensure that these
projects come to fruition and also to
fulfill your obligated work hours. 

Tony Resendes
Property Manager TH&SC 
Property-manager@thsc.ca _

AUBREY and Judy are currently,
as of the end of March, back in
Bahia del Sol in El Salvador,

getting ready to head back to Elliot
Lake in early April. They got as far as
Quepos in Costa Rica where they had
to wait at anchor for three weeks for a
new water pump. They encountered
the heavy winds (20 to 40 knots) which
blow across the narrow points of
Central America to the extent that Judy
wants to return Veleda to Canada in the
next year or two. 

They may ship Veleda by truck
from El Salvador, Guatemala or Mexico
to the Caribbean, then up the ICW to
the Great Lakes, rather than go
through the Panama Canal.

It has been 21 years since they left
from TH&SC on July 3, 1998, and they
are about to slow down. Their plans
are not finalized yet, but will be over
the summer.   _

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

by Aubrey Millard

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Continued on page 12

THE PERILS OF
PEREGRINE – 2019

by Peggy Wheatstone

Episode 2

WE are back in St Maarten but I
must backtrack to St Barts.
One evening we (Mike,

myself, Deb and Lee) were quietly
sitting in the cockpit playing euchre
when there was a sound and the boat
swung suddenly. An investigation of
the bow determined the metal thimble
on the mooring ball had sawed
through our port bow line and we had
felt and heard the resulting snap as it
let loose. Thirty minutes later the crew,
now an almost well ordered machine,
had added a third easy release safety
line, used it to pull up the ball, and
thread a new mooring line . The line
we replaced had been one from last
year that had previously suffered some
chafing from the metal thimble,
apparently more than we thought! The
new ones both have a sliding hose
cover protector that while it will not
now saw through is awkward to
position on the line. Well, that was
enough excitement for 9 pm!

Returning to St M we decided to
try the Toppers Rum Distillery tour.
While the tour did not actually show
the making of the rum, it did
thoroughly explain the process, include
a budding comedian as the host, and
offered not only a tasting of their five
signature rums but also two each per
person of their specialty flavour rums.
Since there were four of us and we
shared, that meant a total of 13 rums to
taste. Some of the specialty ones were
nice but they did not have any of the
ones we really liked in stock.
Gingerbread rum? Really?

Internet on St Maarten since Irma
is now, at best, bad. The company we
used to get service through has a new
solution that has you point a dish at
their tower. As you might have already
concluded this does not work
particularly well at anchor or on a ball
as the boat swings. We were forced to
go through a shore agent to rent a
French side based Digicell solution.
Here is hoping more affordable
solutions are in place for next year!

New to St Maarten just before and
surviving Irma is a “bird farm”.
Basically a large aviary, it is full of
parrots, parakeets, cockatoos and other
assorted birds. Armed with a dish of
seed one enters the aviary and the
birds come to land on you and the

dish, squabble, have little territorial
disputes, feed and entertain. The
challenge is sending the greedy ones
on their way. It was indeed a lot of fun.

Friday was time for Deb and Lee to
head off home. Having satisfied
ourselves that the plane was on its
way, Deb, Lee and I headed off to pick
up a meal for the plane ride home. On
returning to the boat Mike informs us
the plane has returned to Toronto. Sure
enough, Flight Aware clearly shows the
plane making a needle eye loop and
heading back north just off North
Carolina. It finally left Toronto again
about the time it was to leave St
Maarten. On arrival it then had to
circle for half an hour while the
runway was guaranteed clear.
Apparently some guy had bailed from
a Winair flight onto the SXM runway
and they had to make sure he was not
still out there. As Debbie says, “You
can’t make this stuff up!”

The rest of our time in St Maarten
did not differ very much from other
years with one exception. The zip line
put in two years ago survived Irma.
When our friends Peter and Diane
came down we tried it. “Rainforest
Adventures” (FYI there is no rainforest
in St Maarten) full experience is a land
based tube ride, a series of four small
zip lines and then the Flying
Dutchman. The Flying Dutchman is
the world’s steepest zip line. It lasts 45
seconds and reaches 58 mph. Diana
Delahaye also tried this on our
recommendation. There is also the
bonus of the fabulous views from the
top of St Peter’s Hill. 

The rest of the time was socializing
with friends from land and sea,
dominoes, ladies lunches and trying
new restaurant experiences. Our shore
neighbours again offered their
hospitality as we closed the boat. We
did meet one very nice couple,
anchored next to us, who were
prepping their boat for an Atlantic
crossing in anticipation of attending
the Le Mans in Monaco. We wish them
well.

Saturday March 30 Mike and I
boarded a Copa Airlines plane bound
for Panama City. We arrived mid
afternoon to find our friends the Giles
waiting for us in the Hotel lobby. This
is a couple we met in St Barts several
years ago, while each on our own
boats. A wonderful friendship evolved
as we helped them on three crossings
in the Caribbean and visited their
home in Cornwall. This latest

adventure is so far proving the most
interesting.

Sunday in Panama City we took a
city tour with a driver seeing the
archeological remains of the original
Spanish settlement from 500 years ago
in 1519. Two other less interesting
stops took us to the marina and across
the Bridge of the Americas to the
Chinese monument celebrating 150
years of their involvement in Panama.
The last and also interesting stop was
in the old town. Our hotel, in the
newest section is one of many sky
scrapers. Panama City has the 3rd
highest density of hi-rises in the
Americas, behind New York, Chicago
and just ahead of Toronto!

Monday saw us heading off for a
canal tour. This involved a bus ride out
to above the locks on the western end,
boarding a boat and then proceeding
down the canal through one single and
one double lock (85 feet) to the Pacific
Ocean. The canal operates under its
own authority but does remit 100% of
its profits to the country. Originally
started by the French who thought to
excavate the 50 mile width of the
isthmus it was finished in 1913 by the
Americans. Their solution was to build
the two sets of locks at each end
raising and lowering the ships the 85
feet to the series of lakes they flooded
into the valleys. The excavated length
by this approach was only seven miles.

Tuesday morning we boarded a
second Copa Airlines flight and flew to
Quito Ecuador. The airport is about a
half hour out of Quito and sits at an
elevation of 11,000 feet, just south of
the equator. Quito is at 0.20 degrees
south of the equator and sits at 9,160
feet. Arriving early afternoon we spent
the rest of the day acclimatizing to the
high elevation.

Wednesday morning we were
picked up by our guide Juan Carls and
the first day of our two day tour
began. Driving for 1.5 hours north of
the city into the cloud forest we
dropped to 5,000 feet. Our first stop
was a hike along a trail in the cloud
forest to a wonderful water fall. Next
stop, (and by now it was raining) was
a bird sanctuary which abounded in
tanagers  and hummingbirds.  Then on
to a chocolate factory where on the
tour we were forced to sample their
wares! This stop also included lunch
where one of the offerings was cuy.
This being known to us as Guinea Pig.
And yes it is delicious. Who also knew
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Nauticals

you can grill avocado! Our last stop
was a butterfly farm that also had a
hummingbird pavilion. There were at
least a half dozen different species of
humming bird present.

Just a note on the roads. I have
never see so many S curves anywhere.
And the drivers are all very brave, or
stupid. They didn’t share my idea of
appropriate places to pass, often also
being on o blind curve. There were
definitely times when Lynn and I both
closed our eyes and prayed. Then there
are the potholes! And you think we are
bad?

Thursday Juan picked us up again
and took us to a National Park,
elevation around 13,000 feet. We
thought Wednesday’s roads were bad!
These were horrific. There were
sections we crept along, the potholes
were so bad.  It was however very
interesting to see how the topography
and vegetation changed. On the way
we stopped at a lookout to watch the
condors. They were at a distance but
they soar magnificently. With a life
span of 25 years they mate for life
producing one egg every two years.
Severely endangered they are
struggling to return from their reduced
numbers dating back to Spanish times.
They were slaughtered on sight due to
the belief they ate the new born cattle.
In truth they are carrion eaters and
were actually interested in the cow’s
afterbirth. They have learned in scarce
time however to act as a pair,s one
aiming for the eyes one for the rump
and driving prey to its death at a cliff’s
edge. Lunch took us to a place close to
the lookout where the proprietor had a
telescope set up so you could see them
on the far away cliff side in the nest.
The “chick”, now nine months old was
almost as big as the father and we were
able to see them both leave the crag.

Then back along the road from H
to Quito from which we have a very
early start tomorrow. We shall be
boarding the first of two planes to take
us to a tourist boat (16 passengers) in
the Galapagos. Alas this must be sent
tonight as there will be no internet
until our return to the mainland after a
week in Darwinian paradise.

Mike and Peggy
Not on Peregrine _

Perils of Peregrine…
Continued from page 11
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More Olde Tymes at TH&SC

ABYC Dinghy Dock



Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Race
Series III
RACE 5

Race
Series II
RACE 2

USA
Indep.
Day

Crauise
to Port
Credit

Race
Series II
RACE 3

Race
Series II
RACE 4

Recip.
Race des
Voyageurs to
Etobicoke

Canada
Day—
5 –  6

Race
Series II
RACE 1

Summer
Blast 
Regatta—BBQ 
6 - 11

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

July 2019

30 31

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Race
Series I
RACE 6

Race
Series I
RACE 3 SAILPAST

D-dock
Brunch

Race
Series I
RACE 4

Race
Series I
RACE 5

Dufferin
Bell
Buoy Race

Cruise
to
Frenchmanʼs

A-dock
Brunch

Canada
Day—
5 –  6

Recip
Cruise—
Bluffers Park

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 27 28 29

30

June 2019

25 26

SAILPAST ON THE 8th—OUR TOP EVENT

BRUNCHES ARE GREAT! CANADA DAY CAKE – 5 To 6—JOIN THE CELEBRATION

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Race
Series I
RACE 2

Motherʼs
Day

Warmup
Race

Rear
Com-
modoreʼs
Brunch

Victoria
Day

Race
Series I
RACE 1

Ice
Breaker
Race/R. Comm
Meet & Greet

LAUNCH
DAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 30 31

May 2019

28 29

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

DARTS

Weather
with
Ron Bianchi

Good
Friday

Easter
Sunday

Race
Meeting
Fogh

DARTS

DARTS1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

April 2019

30

COUNTING DOWN TO LAUNCH—THEREʼS MORE TO DO LAUNCH DAY—RACING STARTS—BRUNCH


