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Sailors’ Snow Day—Thursday, February 21—See poster on this page..
Come Out Of Hibernation Social—Saturday, March 23—7 to 10 pm.
Racers’ Meeting—Wednesday, April 24—6:30 to 9:30 pm
LAUNCH DAY—Saturday, May 4—7:00 to 6:00 pm—Hope for a nice, dry day.
Warm Up Race—Wednesday, May 15—First gun at 6:30 pm
Rear Commodore Brunch—Sunday May 19—10:00 to 11:00 am
Race 1–Series I—Wednesday, May 22—First gun at 6:30 pm
Ice Breaker Race—Saturday, May 25—Skipper’s Meeting at 11:00 am
Beer Commodore’s Meet and Greet—Saturday, May 25—5:00 to 7:00 pm
Reciprocal Bluffers Cruise—June 1 to June 2—Bluffers here, TH&SC there
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Richard Peirce

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

FEBRUARY…not even a
boat show or a sunny
day around to keep your

mind off the glum weather.
As I write this, there’s major
ice/blowing snow/hail/rain/sleet
pounding against my kitchen window.
Dropped the kids off at school this
morning and quickly realized that the
school was closed. Work was still open
however so a lovely drive across the
city and back today in the freezing
rain. These are the days when my
mind turns to summer and then
quickly to boat preparations. Here’s a
quick list of things to get your mind off
the current weather conditions:  
1. Boat visit—OK, maybe not today in

the sleet and 80kph winds but it’s a
good time to get down to the club
and make sure your boat is
surviving snowmageddon. Tarps are
blowing and racoons are looking for
shelter. Go check on your boat!

2. Boat List—time to make that list of
all of the things you want to do this
spring (or sooner). I’ve got ladder
steps downstairs to be varnished—
lets get it done now!

3. Last minute charter?—if all else fails
and winter is getting you down,

maybe it’s time to pull out the Visa
card and find a warm week
somewhere.—wishful thinking for
me.

4. Dig up some great youtube sailing
channels. Svdelos is a favourite of
mine!

5. Go skiing!  That’s our way of
making the weather fun. I know
there’s a TH&SC ski trip planned…
visit the TH&SC Facebook page for
more info. If you’re up at Blue
Mountain, let me know…we’re there
every weekend—lets take a run or at
least have a beer at apres ski!

This past couple of months has
been a busy one for your TH&SC
executive board. Lots of things are
going on behind the scenes— planning
the year’s events, setting up our
systems to better manage the club and
its assets, working toward a successful
launch day, tearing out a rotting floor
in the bar and starting a re-build,
making changes to the TH&SC web
site, organizing and making sure we’re
collecting our dues (get your dues
paid!!), and the list goes on and on.  

Speaking of working for the club,
one thing that keeps coming up is
‘how are we going to manage all of
these projects?” We need your help!!
As a working club, we all need to do
our part, pitch in and get involved.
This is what makes our club great. It

WHAT a winter we
seem to be having
this year! For those

of us enjoying the Canadian
Winter, lets hope this summer
is just as Canadian.

The TH&SC calendar is online,
check out at www.thsc.ca/events for
the complete up to date list of events,
and as always I encourage new
activities and events to be hosted by us
the members. If you have any ideas
please reach out to me at rear-
commodore@thsc.ca.

We had and have a few winter
activities planned. Robbie Burns Night
was a success thank you to all that
helped especially Meredith & Lindsay
Thomas. 

Our next activity is “Sailors on
Snow Day” at the Caledon Ski Club
February 21st (see the poster in this
Spar & Prop for more details) and
please RSVP with Evangeline or Irma
at evangeline@mogulsinmocean.com. 

John Greenham
REAR COMMODORE Also, March 23rd will be the next

club social “Coming out of
Hibernation”—please join your fellow
members for an evening of fun and
frolic.

Lynda de Jonge van der Halen,
who, as we all have experienced over
the last six seasons has done an
awesome job as Social Chair. She is
stepping down, and we are currently
looking for a replacement. At our
Social Powwow back in January we
discussed the role and possible
replacements. If you would like to find
out more or possibly volunteer to help,
please contact me or anyone on the
executive to find out more about the
position. Lynda took on all the
responsibilities and did an outstanding
job. I’m sure all of us would like to
express a huge THANK YOU to Lynda
for a job done so well. I personally will
miss her attention to detail and
eagerness to do everything herself. We
do have teams and team leaders for
most events on the calendar, and trust
those of you interested in helping will
reach out soon. Our social@thsc.ca

email is currently being monitored by
Susan Osborne. She can also answer
any questions you may have.

Our 2018 cruising and racing
programs were a huge success! And we
have planned another full year for
2019. Please contact cruising@thsc.ca
or race-captain@thsc.ca if you’d like to
cruise or race for the first time, we’d
love to have you join us for the first
time. It’s easier than you think to enjoy
your boat on the wonderful Lake
Ontario. To our many new members
please reach out to learn more. Our
cruising and racing programs will also
do their best to track you down and
spread the details.

I would like to think we all want to
enjoy the club and its activities more. I
will do my best to learn from last
year’s activities to offer you all a more
efficient and enjoyable 2019.   _

brings us together and it allows us to
have a fantastic spot on the water to
share our love of sailing (and power
boating) at a reasonable cost for all.
We’re hoping to get lots of sign ups on
various projects BEFORE launch so—
be proactive and lets get some work
hours on the books now! 

I’d like to say thanks to Steve
Brown for stepping up to run the Ways
and Means program. As always, Steve
will be bringing his tremendous energy
to helping us get the job done—Don’t
make him come after you!! You can
reach out to him directly at
waysandmeans@thsc.ca

That’s it for now…going to have a
glass of wine and think about summer!  

_

A thistle for everyoneA thistle for everyone

Launching with Vicʼs crane
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THE BOAT SHOW has
passed and now we
wait out the countdown

till launch. Don’t forget to let
the Harbour Master know
that you bought that new boat and
plan to bring it in to the club or if you
have decided not to launch your
current one. 

The invoices have been sent out
and to avoid the dreaded 10% late fee
get those paid or postmarked by
Feb 28th. If you are having financial
issues paying the fee please contact the
board for consideration before
Feb 28th. Work with us and we can
work with you. Those with unpaid fees
will be assessed a 10% fine Mar 1st and
then any outstanding balances will be
assessed 10% again on April 1st.
Members who have not paid by
May 1st will not be launched. I don’t
make the rules but now I have to
enforce them.

I would like to thank Dorothy
Williams for her service on The Ways
and Means position and am sad to
announce that she will be passing the
torch. Many thanks Dorothy. Most
members have completed their
obligations for work under her
command and we had a lot of work
done while she was at the helm. 

The Ways and Means position has
now been filled by Steve Brown. I hope
you will all give Steve your
cooperation in working with him to
complete your work hours. There is a
rumour that as well as fines that Public
Flogging has been suggested for those
who do not step up and meet the
required work hours. Lots of new
projects are planned for the 2019
season so step up early and get your
hours done so you can enjoy your
boats when the water is not so hard.

I am looking forward to seeing you
all at launch with the boats floating
again in their respective summer slips. 

_

Randy Boyd
VICE COMMODORE

GREETINGS and happy
new year to all. I have
taken on the treasurer

role for the club. I hope that
you will find me accessible
and responsive to the club’s needs for
financial matters. I am currently
working with the bookkeeper to
finalize 2018 business. I’m looking
forward to working with the board to
optimize the club members’ value for
money.

I am planning to closely look at
some areas of spending in order to
evaluate value for money and see if an
opportunities exist for cost savings. We
may find a change of suppliers or
process will offer efficiencies. I am open
to suggestions so if you have a concern
regarding a particular expense, please
let me know.  Going forward too, I
expect that all expenditures will be pre-
approved by a board member—ideally
the member whose budget the expense
falls under. All requests for re-imburse-
ment should be approved by the
person in charge of that budget prior to
being submitted to me. 

We are a working club which does
keep costs down. To that end, we need
to ensure that all members are doing
their part by contributing the minimum
number of work hours required and
sometimes more when need arises.
Many members work far more than the
minimum every year to ensure big
projects like the seawall and boardwalk
can be accomplished. For this, I and all
of us should be very grateful. I expect
this year to see as much enthusiasm
from all. There are jobs to accommo-
date all levels of physical and technical
ability. Don’t be shy, we can find
something for you too!  

Steve Brown has offered to take on
the role of Ways and Means chair this
year. Do not hesitate to contact me or
Steve if you have concerns filling your
work hours requirement.

I am fortunate to have seen some
sun down south this winter. If you
haven’t been getting as much sun as
you’d like, don’t forget your vitamin D
and keep thinking about what a
beautiful summer we are going to have.

All the best, Helen. _

Helen Rigler
TREASURER

Steve Brown
WAYS AND MEANS

TH&SC members we are
heading into a new year of
boating down at the club, the
days are getting longer.

The cold weather still has a
grip on the waterway. We have a few
jobs happening now that need
attending to, so get your hours in
helping rebuild the new bar with Tony,
our Property Manager.

You guessed it. I have filled the
position of Ways and Means. There
will be more emphasis on the mean.

The Harbour Master has remaining
dock and seawall work that is required
before the boats splash in for the
summer. Please come down to the club
and visit the job board. A list of spring
work will be posted on Saturday
Feb 16th.  

I will send out email blasts on
occasion for projects and hope you feel
the need to get in your hours and have
some fun.

Let’s make this a great year for
TH&SC by stepping up and doing a bit
more for the club. After all, this is
OURS! _

DARTS
Most Fridays

We gather at the clubhouse
about 7 p.m.

Come and unwind after your
week by throwing darts

No experience necessary
Everyone welcome

We have darts to lend
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Greg Smith
COMMODORE
PAST

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
February marks the first

Spar & Prop edition of 2019.
I’m pleased to report your
Executive Board is hard at work. The
January and February meetings
produced spirited conversations, an
exchange of new ideas, and a growing
list of projects that will require the
help of the membership. If you are
looking to get your 2019 work hours in
early, now is the time to do so.

Our hard working Property
Manager, Tony Resendes is eagerly
seeking candidates to help complete
interior projects before our spring
launch. Of course, Ways & Means will
be posting jobs projects in the Spar &
Prop and on the Clubhouse bulletin
board. I strongly encourage everyone
to sign up early for your mandatory
club work hours; it helps to keep our
club running smooth and efficient. 

In the first few months of the New
Year, your board members are
examining their respective projects
and programs for the upcoming
season. This normally involves
securing price quotes, plenty of phone
calls and emails to suppliers, services. 

If you’ve recently visited the
clubhouse, you would have noticed
some construction in progress on the
main floor and second floor. I suspect,
Mr. Resendes will provide further
information on the internal
construction projects in the February
S&P.

As most of you know by now, the
club house is now secure and
members must enter a code to gain
access to the clubhouse. The new
security system is still a work in
progress. Unfortunately, the severe
weather and cold temperatures has
caused delays. However, I’m pleased
to report that the system is functioning
as promised. The next phase of the
project will involve the installation of a
new main gate pin pad, and the
distribution of the key fobs to the
membership. Be sure to check your
club emails for further updates. 

In addition to the new club
security devices, our hired guard
service has completed just over a
month of on premise visits. I’m
pleased with the service thus far and
believe it is a good low cost
investment for the security of our

clubhouse and property.
As mentioned at the AGM, we are

working on a Five Year Strategic Plan.
Through this, we aim to create a
realistic plan which will help guide our
club to fulfill a shared vision of success
and continuance for the TH&SC. 

Unfortunately; there are a lot of
challenges facing many GTA sailing
clubs. The challenges come in many
forms, from tax increases, changing
demographics of the city, high real
estate costs and disposable income to
name just a few. 

Currently, I am in the process of
forming the Planning Committee. If
you have an interest in joining the
committee and would like to be part of
the process, please contact me directly.
In the meantime, stay warm, spring is
on the way!

Greg Smith
N43° 39.610 W79° 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day   _

HOW MANY days to
launch? Hmm,
according to the launch

day calculator that Randy
Boyd has kept running we
should be in the range of about
75 or so depending on exactly when
you are reading this article. That means
it’s even fewer days to our annual
preseason race skippers meeting on
Wednesday, April 24th. 

We unfortunately don’t have a
speaker lined up yet for the evening
but I am hopeful that I will hear back
on some of my many inquiries soon,
keep a sharp lookout in your email for
an update in regards to this.

If you have been on the TH&SC
website you will notice under EVENTS
that there are some minor changes to
the racing schedule for 2019. The most
noticeable is the elimination of the late
season make-up races, which many of
you felt were unfair in the overall
scoring and awarding of points. So

Martin Osborne
RACING CAPTAIN

after much discussion we have decided
to try and run four regular series with
five races per series and include in the
final series a modified/separate
scoring system to challenge for the
Delahaye Cup. Hopefully more to
come soon in regards to the Delahaye.

It is our hope that this will
encourage more people to come out
and race as they won’t have to worry if
a race is cancelled in a particular series
as it won’t be made up on some much
later date when they are unable to race
their boat or get crew etc. 

Beyond that we are hoping that we
will be able maintain our three
divisions this year with a Flying Sails
division and two Non-flying divisions.

All the regular weekend races are
currently scheduled as well and they
will once again be an open race with
all boats competing head to head,
using their standard PHRF ratings. Of
course you will need to decide/declare
before the first race whether you will
be competing flying or non flying and
that will be your rating for the season
if you are competing for the overall
weekend trophy. Otherwise, you can
just race a single race as you choose
provided you state your boat sailing
configuration prior to the start. 

Another idea that has been floated
recently is to try and revive some of
the east end yacht club, interclub
rivalry with an attempt to bring back
some form of the East End Challenge
Series. It was certainly with some
interest that I found a mention of this
in both the 2002 and 2007 Spar and
Props as I was leafing through them
the other day. I would certainly
welcome any feedback on this from
anyone who would like to share some
of the history and background with
me. 

As always I remain open to
hearing what’s good or not so good
from your individual perspectives in
regards to racing at TH&SC. If you
have any comments or questions for
me please feel free to email me
anytime at race-captain@thsc.ca. _

Southern
Cross Cup

Jim Wilkinson
Trophy



Page 6 SPAR AND PROP FEBRUARY 2019I

Paul Evans
HARBOUR MASTER

GREETINGS ALL.
The boat show has come

and gone.
Mexico was very warm and sunny.

It felt good to get out on the water on a
43 foot catamaran.

Snorkeling was excellent.
Back here at home, we managed to

miss all the snow and cold.
Many thanks to Marie for picking

the correct days to be away.
The work assignments for launch

day are nearly ready but there are
always changes.

Watch for these to be posted in the
club house and in the next Spar and
Prop. 

Anyone who can volunteer to help
out in the kitchen will be most
welcome. Please let me know if you
can.

Before launch, there is a lot of
work to do in order to finish the sea
wall project.

Yes, that is correct— finish the sea
wall. There will be email blasts going
out when the weather gets better
asking for help, so please be prepared
to come and help.

There will be lots to do. 
Many thanks for all the help and

support. _

MILLARDS CONTINUE SOUTH
Jan. 24, 2019
Hi Folks, 
We are waiting for a good weather
window before leaving for Costa Rica,
145 miles away, hopefully on Jan. 27.
After getting hit by the Papagayos
winds crossing the Gulfo de Fonseca, I
gave way to Judy’s concerns for calm
weather, even if I would have left a
few days ago. There are a couple of
other boats here that we met in Bahia
del Sol in El Salvador who are waiting
for the same calm weather window.
JOHN EDWARDS & CRAIGENS 
HOOK UP

Those of you that know Pat and
me will know that, besides being
members for a long time that we had
an Endeavour 42, centre cockpit sloop
which we took down through the
island chains to Trinidad. We left in
2008 and had some wonderful
adventures but then age starts to get to
you and we decided to sell Beach House
and try being CLODS (cruisers living
on dirt) down here.

We took a page out of our friend
John Edwards’ book and rented an
apartment for three months here in
Carriacou.

Now John, as you know has been
doing this for several years in Bequia
where he has been stunning us with
his underwater photography.

This year he was invited down to
Grenada by Jeff and June Ante to help
them sail their Caribbean boat up to
Bequia. North bound trips are typically
the most challenging so three crew is
better. 

To get to Grenada, John came
down by various craft to Carriacou,
which is an island member of Grenada
and then onwards to the main island of
Grenada. He stayed with us for nine
nights and we showed him around
some and to see what our island is like.

We rented a car one day and
explored the northern end of the island
where they still build boats in the
traditional way. (Look for the movie
“Vanishing Sail”) We explored eateries
and rum shops. John even got in a day
of scaring the fish. We don’t have the
abundance of easy to get to snorkling

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

by Aubrey Millard

spots that Bequia offers but
Carriacou has Pat and me.

The story of him getting here
and the back to Bequia is for John to
tell but he was a fabulous house
guest. 

The three photographs are of
John with Pat at the beach bar “off
the hook”, with a partly built
wooden boat and learning the
popular cruiser domino game of
Mexican Train.

Ask him about it all when you
see him in the Spring.   _

Shadow
FLOTSAM & JETSAM

SAILGP—racing in Sydney on
February 15–16. Find it on YouTube?

Winter at TH&SC
~1968
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Levee pictures on
page 8

Lynda de Jonge van der Halen
SOCIAL CHAIR
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New Year’s Levee
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Robbie Burns Night
A thistle for everyone

Pipimg in the hagis

WELL DONE!

Addressing
the hagis

Addressing
the hagis

Jim Anderson
We are deeply saddened
by the sudden death of
James “Jimmy” Ander-
son, dearly beloved hus-
band, cherished cousin,
and devoted friend.
James was the only child
of Herbert Anderson and
Annie Anderson
(Crowdis). Jimmy died

suddenly of cardiac arrest on December 19,
2018 at the age of 70, at his Nyanza home with
his dear wife, Mona, at his side. His was a quiet
and peaceful passing, for which we are most
grateful. Jimmy, as he was known to nearly
everyone, was a member of St. Mark’s Lodge
No. 35, Sail Canada, Windsurfing Canada, The
Toronto 
Hydroplane and Sailing Club, and the Bras
d’Or Yacht Club.  Jimmy’s formative years were
spent at Baddeck Academy where he made
many lifelong friends and with whom he
shared countless adventures with cars and mo-
torcycles and snowmobiles. His working career
took him from Maritime Tel & Tel to North-
ern Tel and finally to Bell Canada where he
worked as a technician in Operations with mi-
crowave and fibre optic networks. His work
took him all across Canada as far north as Res-
olute Bay. Through all his life one common
thread prevailed, Jimmy’s love of the water -
whether diving, windsurfing, swimming or
sailing, or admiring the view from his home
above beautiful Nyanza Bay- it was part of his
very being. Jimmy was awarded the nickname
of Jimmy The Boat Boy back when he was still
a teenager driving the island ferry to and from
Kidston Island. It was a nickname that stuck
and he has cherished that name all through his
life and still used it as his email address. Life
on the water was a passion shared with his best
friend and wife, Mona, and together they built
endless happy memories as live-aboards,
sailors, racers and crewmen on other boats.
They were both involved for many years in or-
ganized sailing in Ontario and Cape Breton.
Those who knew Jimmy well, knew of his com-
petitive spirit. Jimmy loved to win as evi-
denced by his many sailing trophies, among
which are Canadian Champion and Masters
Champion. His fellow competitors knew
Jimmy raced to win but also knew him to be an
honourable rival. He was a gifted sailor and
had the respect of his peers on and off the
water. God Bless you, Jimmy. May you rest in
Peace. Jimmy has been cremated with a private
gathering of the family only. An open gather-
ing to celebrate Jimmy’s life will take place at a
later date and everyone is welcome to join us.
ing the date, time and place as soon as arrange-
ments are complete. Donations in lieu of flow-
ers may be directed to the Baddeck Feral Cat

Society or to the Junior Sailing Program at
the Bras d’Or Yacht Club. You can send
donations to Jim Anderson, Box 32, Bad-
deck, NS B0E 1B0. Mona will make sure
they will be used as you would wish.
Under the care and direction of
MacAskillFuneral Home, Baddeck. 



Page 10 SPAR AND PROP FEBRUARY 2019I

FEBRUARY BRRRR. It is
that time of the year
when most people are

hibernating; staying warm
either indoors at home or on
some warm Caribbean beach
drinking fruity drinks with little
umbrellas waiting out the winter. I
myself enjoy both the cold activities of
winter (skiing & ice fishing) and the
warm ones that I’m lucky enough to
get away to for a least a week during
the cold weather.   

The boat show came and went and
has left me filled with warm pleasant
thoughts of summer sailing on Lake
Ontario and future exotic sailing
adventures.

Now for serious matters, the bar
renovations have begun and are well
under way. We had a good turnout this
past Saturday for the demolition of the
old bar counters, walls and the
removal of that nasty floor. The work
went better than we expected and we
accomplished much in one day. Thank
you to Jamie Smallwood, Barry
Watson, Stefan Irmler, Tan Hoang and
Bryan Pelkey for their hard work and
enthusiasm. 

The club house is aging and

Tony Resendes
PROPERTY MGR. continuous upkeep and renovations

are required every year in order to
keep it in good order. Stay tuned for
upcoming interior projects in the very
near future and please be ready to
volunteer your time. 

There continues to be much work
to be done this year and I am hoping
that everyone will step up to ensure
completion of the necessary work.
Unfortunately, there were many
projects and general maintenance tasks
that were listed on the Ways & Means
binder that have been carried over
from last year as they were not
completed. More members are needed
this year to step up and take on these
very important projects.

A revised list of tasks will be
added to the Ways & Means binder
that is located on the wall across from
the kitchen. Please sign up to ensure
that these projects come to fruition and
to fulfill your obligated work hours.  

I continue to be grateful for the
help and guidance provided to me as
the Property Manager by George
Tsapoitis. His wealth and knowledge
of the workings of the club
infrastructure and have been
invaluable to me. 

Tony Resendes
Property Manager TH&SC 
Property-manager@thsc.ca _

THE 85th Shellback presentations
for balance of 2019:

February 20th:  Bob Medland,
long-time Shellback, returns to present
the tale of Being ‘Holed’ en Route to
Bermuda aboard Monterey. 

February 27th:  TBA 
March 6th:  We will hear of

exciting Olympic Experiences with
Martha Henderson, when she returns
within a month of her last appearance
at Shellbacks.

March 13th, 20th, 27th:  TBA
April 3rd:  Captain Jim Pound

joins us to share his Adventures on the
Nile.

April 10th:  Aubrey & Judith
Millard will be in town to regale us
with another part of their Living the
Dream series, this time Part 2
Caribbean Cruising – Cuba to
Grenada

April 17th:  Paul Henderson
Pontificates, in his unique manner,
about his many years in the sailing
world, including observations about
the Olympics (past and future).

Be a Shellback, come often, bring
friends and enjoy the combination of
good food, friendly people and
interesting and often unique
presentations about nautical and
maritime topics and sometimes
outdoor adventures.

The Shellback team is Dianne
Leggatt, Skipper, Graham Dougall,
Purser & Second Mate, Elspeth Fanjoy,
Mate, Ron Jenkins, Webmaster, Philip
Morton, Music Director and many
others who help throughout the year.
Volunteers welcome!

Call or write Dianne Leggatt,
Skipper, for any reason: 

416 486 6025 or
dianne.leggatt@gmail.com _

SHELLBACK CLUB
2018–19

by Chris HansonSep-

Shadow
FLOTSAM & JETSAM

UK SAILMAKERS IS BACK!
UK Sailmakers is re-opening in Ontario
under the ownership of long time
Canadian sailor Randy St. Jacques.
Randy has 50 years of experience both
racing and cruising on many boats. He
is a very busy racer himself and active
in the Fifty Point Sailing Club and in
PHRF-LO with the C&C 30 MkII
SCRUBS.

For the last ten years Randy as
sold sails for several brands, but has
now moved to UK Sailmakers. It has
been a year since Brian Chapman
unexpectedly passed away leaving
Toronto sailors at a loss. “Brian
Chapman set the bar incredibly high
for quality sails and service,” says
Randy. “He will be a tough act to
follow and I hope that I can live up to
the expectations he created with sailors
on Lake Ontario.”

Randy is currently finalizing plans
for a service facility in the GTA and
looks forward to big things for the UK
Sailmakers brand in the area. “I’ve

been a sail buyer as well as a sail seller,
so I know what’s important to 25-40
footer sailors.” 

You can now contact UK
Sailmakers Ontario at:

Randy St. Jacques
66 Chestnut Dr.
Grimsby Ont., L3M 0B9
SCRUBS E14 Fifty Point
Cell: 1.905.975.3087
Email: ontario@uksailmakers.com

ADVENTURE WITH VELEDA
Judy and Aubrey Millard have been
sailing the world in Veleda for 20 years.
Wow! If you want to find out what it’s
like all you have to do is got to
www.veledaiv.ca and start reading
Aubrey’s Logs, interesting reports on
all the places and adventures they’ve
been on. 60 folios containing over 600
Logs tell it all. We may not be able to
do what Judy and Aubrey are doing,
but we can do it through them.
On April 10th they will be in town
telling a portion of their story at the
Shellback’s meeting. See info on
Shellback Club on this page.  _

Lee Rixon
Peggy Wheatstone

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

TWO THIRDS of your
cruise crew are off
cruising. Please see the

article on the Perils of
Peregrine. The other third is
home questioning his ances-
tors choice of emigration
destination and will be
thawed by Easter.

Your Krooz Krew
Keith, Peggy and Lee _
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Continued on page 12

THE PERILS OF
PEREGRINE – 2019

by Peggy Wheatstone

Episode 1
Well this year’s trip down was

much better than last year with WestJet
back up to full strength and flying
direct.

We were on arrival, again, picked
up by our shore side neighbours and
whisked off to their condo for the
night. On the way we stopped to check
if our cell number could still work but,
alas, no. A new number was given.
This is of interest why? Well two days
later I received a call. First a claim of a
wrong number, then a request for my
number. Apparently the cell phone
company had given both us and the
Simpson Bay Pharmacy the same
number! I am not sure how that is even
possible, but hey, this is the Islands! 

Next morning we were taken out
to our boat and the move-in process
began. For me that means cleaning and
unpacking stored items. For Mike
installing new gadgets and checking all
systems. This year we were able to
borrow shore Mike’s dinghy as ours
went in for servicing. 

Thursday we took shore Mike and
Dyana to the airport as they headed to
the Bahamas for two weeks sailing
with friends.

This turned out to be, in my view,
more beneficial for us than them as it
allowed us use of their car for the two
weeks they were away. A provisioning
run allowed lots of room and stops at
multiple stores. Two trips to Marigot to
drop off and pick up our life raft when
it went in for servicing also provided
opportunity for a second (and French)
grocery stop. The use of the car for the
life raft was a godsend. Without it we
would have had to rent a car both
times. Those rafts are seriously heavy!

The good news is we were able to
partly repay the favours as while they
were away we took their boat in for
servicing. We also got to help in an
unexpected fashion. The morning they
were leaving they heard from Air B&B
that someone wanted to rent their
place for 10 days. They had just
enough time to change the linens and
clean but that was it. Laundry needed
to be put away when dried, the fridge
needed to be cleared and wiped and
towels set out. The day the guests
arrived the water needed to be turned
on, the shutters opened and the key
turned over. 

Their guests were a delight and we
were able to enhance their experience
by taking them on a boat tour (in shore
Mike’s boat), going for drinks and
dinner to the Dinghy Dock by our
dinghy and having them out to sit on
our tramp one evening for drinks. Not,
I am sure, a common benefit of Air
B&Bs.

Back into the social life of the
Island, Sunday Dominoes and
Wednesday ladies luncheons were
back in play. 

With Mike and Dyana still away
we borrowed their car again to fetch
Deb and Lee from the airport. The day
after they arrived Deb and I went out
for a Dive. The first site was OK but
not a lot and still showing the scars of
Irma. The second site was more
interesting with two boats, one of
which had been a floating bar, and the
remnants of the old Dutch Bridge. The
story goes that when the owner of the
parent company of Victoria’s Secret
etc., bought his boat, Limitless, it would
not fit through the Dutch Bridge so he
arranged and paid for a new one.
Manufactured in North Bay, ON.,
according to its plaque. Unfortunately
the pieces were loaded onto a barge
and the owner was paid in advance to
take it to deep water to dump it.
Apparently having decided he had
gone far enough and 55 feet was deep
enough he gave it the old heave ho!
Now it is a lovely home for fish,
lobster etc.

The next week, all organized and
well provisioned we headed for
Dominica. The plan was a 24 hour run
straight through. Five hours later with
the one meter seas running over two
meters and off the port forward
quarter the pounding was too much
for the Captain and the crew. As we
drew towards St. Cristophe, aka St.
Kitts, a new destination was chosen.  

It is interesting, even after 35 years
of sailing, to discover that one couple
can have such different views to sailing
conditions. Mike was EXTREMELY
unhappy with the bouncing, banging
and bashing around the first leg of our
journey gave us. I was on the verge of
panic at the seeming out of control race
down the leeward side of St Kitts. We
did have one reef in our main and
some reef in the jib but the winds were
gusting to 35 knots and I was definitely
not happy. I am not so sure Deb was
particularly excited about the situation
either. Lee was happy. Mike was
cautiously optimistic and they did

manage to bring us safely to port
despite the ravings of the clearly mad
woman in the cockpit.

Luckily, St Kitts was a lovely place
despite our inauspicious welcome.

It seemed like it took forever to
check in. And that was at Customs.
Then off to Immigration we went
where the unsmiling lady asked in her
best monotone whether this was our
first visit here. Yes we cheerfully
replied. Her response? Welcome in a
even flatter monotone. 

Over an hour and a half later we
were ready for the Battle for the Taxi.
One gentleman was quite convinced
we were his to take and rudely tried to
edge out another. At this point we
were quite convinced he was not our
best choice. He was also driving a
larger open air vehicle with others off
the cruise ship. Definitely not our
choice.

Grenville Rogers, the Rastafarian
piscatarian taxi driver we chose, took
very good care of us. Our first stop
was Fort Brimstone, a Unesco Heritage
site. Our only regret was only having
an hour there. We needed four to do it
thoroughly.

Although St Kitts passed back and
forth between the British and the
French, a few times as many were
wont to do, it settled being British. At
present day it retains much of its
British heritage and the main language
is English. The place is spotlessly clean
and the people friendly and polite. Its
economy is an interesting blend of
agrarian and tourism.

The interior has a series of taller
mountains the tallest over 3000 feet.
We did manage a short Rainforest hike
but the old folk were struggling and
Grenville wasn’t the best on flora and
fauna delivery. We were joined on that
hike by his substantially younger
girlfriend, Nikki. She is studying
cosmetology and sported an extremely
lovely long braided hairstyle with
purple tips and gold tracers. She was
much better at looking after the old
folks than Grenville was.

At the base of the hiking trail was
the ruins of a 17th century rum factory.
Our entertainment was convincing
Grenville that the small diesel engine
caterpillar tractor was not original to
the plant but a 20th century addition. 

Since our intent was to head back
up the chain to St Barts and Nevis was
down the chain we opted to visit it by
ferry. This we discovered is better if
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Nauticals

you pick your return trip by boat
rather than timing. Over was on a
larger boat with an open top deck. The
return trip was a smaller boat with
lower deck enclosed and further lower
closed in seating. 

Nevis was very much a miniature
St Kitts but it does boast the oldest
hotel in the Caribbean. The Bath Hotel,
now closed, but purchased privately
and under renovation was next to a
natural mineral hot spring. Not like
many hot sulphur springs this was
very pleasant to rest weary feet in. A
dollar rents you a washcloth size but
thick and clean towel. Many people
still come to visit to take the full
immersion challenge, the allegation
being that the medicinal properties of
the water help with your joints and
ailments. Also of interest in Nevis was
the story of the 175 year old Methodist
church built by the emancipated slaves.

When Mike and I went to check
out we made a side trip to climb the
Anglican  Church steeple.
Unfortunately I had left my shoes at
the bottom as they were both
inappropriate for climbing and, sitting
at the entrance, doubled as a signal to
those in charge to please not padlock
the door shut since the people inside
might like to get out again. I say
unfortunately because on arrival at the
top after two turns of winding stone
steps and four very steep story and a
half ladder type stairs we discovered
the view was achieved by standing on
a very hot metal roof. I opted to wait
for the pictures. 

At the immigration stage of
checking out I was delighted when the
lady rewarded me with a large and
beautiful smile. All I had to do was
honestly compliment her very intricate
hair style.

There is an open train that takes
one up the eastern, less populated,
coast. A three hour journey we chose
not to take this as the cost was US$90
per person.

Our time there was over and off
we sailed to our favourite anchorage of
Anse de Colombier off the island and
off St Barts. Greeted by turtles and sent
off by turtles it was a lazy few days
resting and swimming in a fabulous
and quiet anchorage graciously shared
by the rays, turtles, remoras and
sharks. St Barts, unlike most of the

affected islands looks virtually
untouched by the hurricanes and looks
even better than before.

Sunday saw us back home to SXM
ahead of the increased winds. We
debated staying out in the nice clean
bay or coming into the lagoon. We
settled on coming in the 3 pm bridge
lift. Talking to some fellow boaters
who opted to stay out we made the
right decision.

Saying hello to shore Mike on our
return we found that his repair of an
LAPD officers clock had earned him a
name. He is now known in the police
community as Mickey Clocks.

Perils of Peregrine…
Continued from page 11

Building the public ramps

By the time you read this Deb and
Lee will be home as they fly home
Friday leaving us  wondering why our
boat is so quiet.

Peggy & Mike
Deb & Lee—Peregrine _
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HAVE YOU CHECKED ON YOUR BOAT THIS WINTER?

GIVE YOUR BOAT A VALENTINE

TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT YOUR BOAT

DARTS CONTINUES THIS MONTH


