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Goodbye warm sparking water, goodbye blue skies,
goodbye warm winds—goodbye summer of 2016



Cradle Placement—October 8—Parking lot must be kept clear of cars.
Thanksgiving Day Dinner—October 8—Watch for sign-up poster.
HAULOUT—October 15 and 16—All masts down and boats prepared for
 hauling. There may be special information so be alert.
Awards Night—Saturday, November 12—A great dinner and yearly awards
 presentations. Come and cheer the winners.
Kid’s Christmas Party—Sunday, November 20—Look for signup sheet on the
bulletin board in November.
TH&SC Annual General Meeting—Sunday, 4th December—It’s important that
everyone attends.
New Year’s Levee—Sunday, January 1st—Join us at the clubhouse for a light
lunch and good companionship.
Toronto International Boat Show—January 20–29, 2017
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Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Greg Smith

(416) 261-9569
email: gd-smith@sympatico.ca

PAST COMMODORE
Don Bland

(416) 822-8476
email: blandone@hotmail.com

VICE COMMODORE
Claude Soulodre
(416) 505-8994

email: vice-commodore@thsc.ca

REAR COMMODORE
Glen Eddie

(416) 698-0241
email: geddie@torkinmanes.com

HARBOUR MASTER
Tom Monson

(416) 909-1517
email: tjmonson45@gmail.com

PROPERTY MANAGER
George Tsapoitis

(416) 972-6324
email: georgettt@sympatico.ca

TREASURER
Bill Comerford
(905) 841-4940

email: william_comerford@hotmail.com

SECRETARY
Joan Willson

(416) 759-1846
email: secretary@thsc.ca

RACING FLEET CAPTAIN
Jamie Carroll
(416) 421-2565

email: jfcarroll@trebnet.com

RACE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Richard Coutts
(416) 752-6854

email: rustypickuptruck@hotmail.com

CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN
Keith Willson

email: cruising@thsc.ca

WAYS AND MEANS
Dave Johnston
(416) 465-0981

email: waysand means@thsc.ca

SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON
Lynda de Jonge van der Halen

(416) 284-3903
lynda.dejongevanderhalen@gmail.com

RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Peter Martyn

(416) 822-4345
email: Reciprocals@thsc.ca

TH&SC Website—www.thsc.ca

Calendar

TH&SC—20 Ashbridgeʼs Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
EDITOR—Richard Taylor, 51 Brigadoon Crescent, Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3C2—(416) 293-4340

HAULOUT
Saturday and Sunday

October 15th and 16th

See bulletin board for your day and
work assignment

Be at the Clubhouse by 7:00 a.m. for
the Harbourmaster’s Meeting

AWARDS
NIGHT

Saturday November 12
Come and collect your prizes,

have a good meal and
good company.

Didn’t win a prize?
You might be surprised. 
Applaude the winners

Tickets available at Haulout

  

Haulout 2016, Saturday October 15 and Sunday October 16 

Bring cash(loonies, toonies, small bills please) for purchase of: 
Breakfast and snack items (Hot and cold breakfast items for sale.) 

Delicious hot lunch with dessert 

 

Tickets/reservations for November 12, Awards Night 

(Cash or cheques accepted now or at event).  
Request seating with the names of people in your group.  

Due to space limitations inside with all those trophies on display,  

it may not be possible to accommodate large groups at the same table. 

Please reserve early!  
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CONGRATULATIONS
to Alan Jones on his
election to the position

of Secretary/Treasurer. I will
be working closely with Alan
on the 2017 budget.

The Seawall project will continue
shortly. As always, we need many
volunteers. For those of you who need
hours, this will be one of the last
opportunities of the season. Dave
Johnston will soon be producing a list
of members who still need to fulfill
work hours. Check the bulletin board
over the next few weeks.

See you at haulout.    _

Greg Smith

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

SADLY, we have now
reached the end of
another sailing season

and soon the boats will be
sitting in their winter cradles,
albeit a little to closer to
neighboring boats than in past years.
With the planned seawall project set to
resume over the coming weeks, our
Harbour Master and in-coming H.M.
are faced with the logistical task of
safely squeezing all our vessels into a
smaller footprint. 

For the most part, it was a terrific
summer for sailing. Once again, we are
reminded how quickly the season flies
by. I liken it to Skookumchuck or Gemini
broad reaching on a Wednesday night.

Now it’s time to start preparations
for 2017. I want to welcome our new
Executive Board members, Alan Jones
and Paul Evans and also say thank you
to Claude for agreeing to stay on for a
second term as our Vice Commodore.
Also, I want to say a huge and well
deserved thank you to Tom Monson
and Bill Comerford as they step down
from their respective positions as
Harbour Master and Treasurer. Mind
you, their work’s not done yet. The
months of October and November will
keep both gentlemen busy with haul-
out, sea walls and balancing the club
budget. I know Tom and Bill well
enough to be sure they will continue to
help their replacements take over the
responsibilities of the positions.
Congratulations to the TH&SC
membership, your turn out and
support on TH&SC election night was
notable to say the least. 

A reminder that we have several
projects to complete before the end of
the year. If you’ve not completed your
mandatory work hours, now is the
time to panic. I encourage you to check
in with our Ways and Means Officer,
Dave Johnston and sign up for a
project or work party. 

As our season starts to wind down,
I want to take this opportunity to
remind you to mark your calendar for
the remaining club events. This year’s
Awards Night is on November 12th.
This event is always a sell out,
remember to place your order for
tickets early. The popular Kid’s
Christmas Party is set for November
20th. Last but not least, our all
important AGM meeting takes place on
Sunday December 4th. It’s imperative
that everyone attends the meeting. If

you cannot attend, it is extremely
important that you fill out a proxy so
that the meeting can take place. The
business of the club cannot proceed
without your support.

Enjoy the rest of our fair autumn
weather. 

Greg Smith
N43° 39.610 W79° 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day   _

Claude Soulodre
VICE COMMODORE

Bill Comerford
TREASURER

AS MOST of you know, I
won’t be your Harbour
Master next year.

However, I will keep building
the sea wall, hopefully until it
has been completed. The new Harbour
Master is Paul Evans who ran for and
was elected Harbour Master for the
next two years. Paul didn’t waste any
time jumping in and has been a big
help planning this year’s haulout.
Thanks Paul.

Well, it’s that time of the year
again. Cradle placement will take place
the weekend of October 8th and 9th
with haulout the following weekend,
October 15th and 16th. Start time for
both weekends is 07:00 hrs. As always,
please no cars in the yard. 

We’re going to need some hardy
members to help with the cradle
placement so if you still need hours or
just want to be part of the fun let me
know.  

This is the part wherein I thank all
the members who have given their
time and energy to help build the first
120 feet of sea wall last fall and finish
building the boardwalk this year.
Thanks for a job well done. Hopefully,
now that you are all expert sea wall
builders you will be back again this
year to help build the second 120 feet.

_

SOOOOO, it’s fall. You’ve
sunned your buns, 

cocked your tails, and 
sailed the seven seas of Lake 
Ontario. And now it is time,
my friends, to close another 
sailing season.

Since I will see all your shiny
happy faces at haulout, it’s a great time
for you to provide me with any
updates to your information, and to let
me know what your plans are for your
girlfriend—ahem, boat, next season. I
will be in the clubhouse all day,
available to you to take note of any
changes. Are you staying on the hard?
Selling? Changing your boat? Going
from Sailing member to Crew, or vice-
versa? There are processes for all of
these and any other changes you are
making, and in order to ensure that
you are invoiced correctly I need to
know as soon as possible what’s
happening with you. Otherwise, you
end up paying more than you should,
and the extra goes into your
Commodore’s hair product fund. And
let me tell you, that ‘do does not come
cheap.

While on the topic of invoices,
please note that for 2017, ALL
INVOICES WILL BE EMAILED. As
such, it is imperative that I have a valid
email address on file for you. Paying
your invoice on time is your
responsibility, and trust me, the last
thing I want to do is charge you late
fees because your invoice went to an
invalid e-mail. So please, make sure I
have your current email address. If I
do not have an email address on file
for you by December 1, your invoice
will be tacked to the bulletin board for
your retrieval.

Alright, let’s break out the
pumpkin pies and trade in the rum
punch for a spiked coffee—- and
happy fall to you all! _

Tom Monson
HARBOURMASTER
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WHAT A SEASON! 
From the racing to the

social events and cruising,
the 2016 sailing season was
fantastic. It goes without saying that
none of this happens without a lot of
volunteer work by many of you. To
each of you I give my thanks and
appreciation. 

I want to give a big thanks to the
social committee and all of the
volunteers that lent a hand with event
prep. Just remember that all the events
this summer other than Sail Past were
done without a caterer to keep
expenses down. This meant many
more hours to ensure that the caliber of
the events remained top notch. 

To Lynda, Doris Bradley, and the
many others who put in the 24–30
hours each of prep time for each
event—thanks, you did a great job
making sure that every event was
something new and wonderful. Also a
special thanks to Peter (Lynda’s
husband), Mike and Eva Baker, Laurie
Prosper, the Smallwoods, the Resendes,
Paavo, Meredith et al, Helen, John
Morris & Catherine, Geoff & Chris
Craigen, I know I am missing some,
but please know that you are all
appreciated. Without you our Club
would be just a place to dock your
boat. Instead, we are a family. You are
all fantastic.

If you see any of these people at
the club, please tell them how much
you appreciate what they did. Without
them, we would be having rabbit starts
with protest flags aplenty followed by
hot dogs and potato chips for the Meet
the RC and Corn Roast.

Next, to the Silver Spatula Award.
Great work to all the docks…I’ve
received emails from people at other
clubs with their thanks and disbelief.
None can believe the great effort
everyone puts into the club for the
Sunday brunch! It shows you care. As
usual, the Silver Spatula Award for
2016 will be announced on Awards
Night.

On to racing. What a weird
season. Again, my boat was so slow. I
hope to do better next year. A special
thanks to the RC committee of Richard
Coutts, Doug Claridge, and David
Craddock. Also, a special thanks to
Jamie Carroll as race captain. If

Glen Eddie
REAR COMMODORE someone would like to be our official

scorer for next year, please come by
and I will show you how to use the
program. Specifically, we are looking
for volunteers for Race Committee and
scoring. If you have an interest stop me
or Jamie at the club and after we stop
hugging you and crying with joy, we
will find a place for you. Also thanks
to Tony Labatt who did an admirable
job as Bosun (pun intended).

Please remember that Awards
Night will be Saturday, November 12,
2016 and make sure you email Lynda
at lynda.dejongevanderhalen@gmail.com
to reserve your tickets early. They go
fast. ALSO, IF YOU TOOK AN
AWARD HOME WITH YOU LAST
YEAR, PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU
BRING IT BACK TO THE CLUB before
the end of October so we can polish it
up for the next winner!

Now on to the cruising program,
great job by the Willsons who took
over the cruising program this year. I
understand that everyone had a great
time on the cruises this year.

Lastly, I would like to thank Tom
Monson and Bill Commerford for their
hard work on the board over the last
couple of years. Your hard work and
professionalism were greatly
appreciated. Feel free to take next year
off! Well deserved. Paul Evans and
Alan Jones, glad to have you on board,
I can’t wait for next year.

I look forward to seeing you all for
years to come. _

THE bad news, another
sailing season is
drawing to a close.

The good news. We are just
finishing an amazing
sailing season; great races,
afternoons, evenings as well as
weekends on our boats on and off the
dock. Just a few of the many things we
have to give thanks for this
Thanksgiving weekend. 

The election is over, thanks to all
the members that made the time
to attended the meeting. 

On behalf of all the members as
well as myself I offer my thanks to
Tom Monson and Bill Commerford for
their dedication and hours of service to
your club. I am pleased to say I can
also thank Claude for his first two
years as well as thank him for agreeing
to continue for at least two more
years. Great job gentlemen. My
personal and sincere thanks to each of
you for everything you have done and
continue to give of yourselves. 

To Paul and to Allan, welcome
aboard. It can be trying, but ever so
rewarding as I am certain you will
soon discover. 

Final item…
Don’t forget your attendance at

Haulout is obligatory if you have a
boat at the club. Exceptions only by pre
arrangement  with the Harbour Master.

_

Don Bland
COMMODORE
PAST

GIVE IT YOUR BEST SHOT
Enter the 2016 TH&SC 

Photo Competition
Prizes, yes, but ahh, the glory!
Winning pictures are framed and stay
on display for members and visitors to
enjoy throughout the year.
Photos should relate to and reflect all
things TH&SC — cruising, racing, social
events, work and play.

Place your b&w or 4c prints 
(8 x 10 ish) in an envelope 
addressed to Ted Martin, and pin 
on a club board (please include 
your name and phone number).
The Sundowner VI Trophy will be 
presented at Awards Night, 
Saturday, November 12
Deadline: Midnight, Monday, 
October 31, 2016.

Good Luck!
more info: 416-861-1220 or 
dawnmartin@bellnet.ca
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ADVENTURES ON
SPINDRIFTER

by Albert Kerek

After Tom Monson’s Catalina 30
(Boomrang’s demise in the Spring, Tom
found her replacement. In mid-August
Tom took delivery of Spindrifter, a 1987
Catalina 30 in Ludington MI, a small
town on the east coast of Lake Michigan
about 155 miles north of Chicago. After a
few days of provisioning and outfitting
Tom and I set sail for Toronto and
Spindrifter’s new home at TH&SC, a
distance of 780 miles. In the course of
nearly 3 weeks we sailed four out of the
five great lakes and the rivers and canals
that join them. 

Day & Night
03 September 2015
Lake Erie

It is long after sunset. The night is
absolutely black. The three of us are
together in the cockpit and together we
are out here on Lake Erie rolling along
on a compass heading. Long Point is
off our port beam. I catch glimpses of
red lights on the tops of wind turbines
five miles away, which now sub as
navigation beacons. Lightning flashes
far ahead, and to the south, but there is
no sound.

Tom and I left Erieau behind early
this morning making for Port Stanley
where we fueled and enlisted our new
crew member Mark Pearson. With no
functioning auto pilot Spindrifter now
has another helmsman packing his
fresh humour and a ton of attitude.

Unknown to us, we picked up a
plague either in Port Stanley or it
found us out here on the water. Within
the hour Spindrifter was clobbered by
flymageddon. The flies came at us in
waves. I can still hear Tommy yelling,
“There’s a general down there sending
them up a thousand at a time!” There
was no rest. It was difficult to even
think. As Mark steered I was beating
them off his bloody legs. The windows
in the salon were crawling with flies –
their carcasses piled up deep on the
seat cushions while I pounded them
with folded newspapers. By the time
the carnage was over at dusk we had
worked up quite an appetite—it was
time to pig out on the fresh deli
sandwiches Mark had brought aboard.

I’m now plotting another GPS fix
on the paper chart and confirming our
position with the Navionics App on
my iPhone. We are pointing
southeasterly, five miles south of and

parallel to Long Point. 
At 22:00 Mark spots a small city on

shore where there shouldn’t be any
habitation. Long Point is a big
Provincial Park on a 40 km long sand
spit. The city turns out to be a large
ship closer inshore. Like a giant alien
eye it’s powerful spotlight slowly turns
and illuminates Spindrifter. We are
being scrutinized. Confirmation is
approval enough as momentarily we
are returned to darkness. No
abductions to the mother ship tonight.

04 September 2015
Port Colborne

It is 07:30. Early this morning at
00:40 rounding the tip of Long Point,
25 miles out into Lake Erie, we altered
course towards Port Colborne. Mark
and Tom could see the flash of the
Long Point Light which we gave a
wide five mile berth…so wide in fact
that a “Welcome to the United States”
message came up on my iPhone.
Nearing Port Colborne, in the early
hours of morning, ships began to
appear all around us. We were on the
approach to the Welland Canal
entrance where Spindrifter is now tied
to a floating dock waiting to go
through.

05 September 2015
Toronto

It is 06:00. We’ve been going since
the morning of the 3rd. Spindrifter is in
her new slip on B dock in the Toronto
Hydroplane and Sailing Club. Mark
and I are up at the clubhouse finishing
Tommy’s whisky. Tommy is asleep on
his boat and doesn’t care. Yesterday
afternoon at 16:20 we formed a flotilla
of two powerboats and two sailboats
and entered Lock 8…staying together
till exiting Lock 1 at midnight in Port
Weller. Much happened in between,
mostly unprintable here. There were
sheltered places to tie up on the wall
for the night but Tommy was anxious
to get home…then he goes below
returning with an unopened bottle of
Irish whisky and three glasses.

There comes a sincere and heartfelt
toast from the skipper with whom
we’ve weathered a few storms and a
skipper who knows how to work a
room or at least a cockpit. Mark takes
Spindrifter out onto Lake Ontario for a
rough and very fast crossing to the
Emerald City. After 780 miles, by my
measure, it’s one for the bucket list and
good to be home. All’s well that ends
well.   _

Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
DECEMBER issue of

Spar & Prop is
NOVEMBER 30

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is emailed to all
members and is available
to all from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca

Dave Johnston (Two Bits)
WAYS AND MEANS

ANOTHER summer
has come and gone
and the reports for

members’ hours worked are
trickling in. I hope to have
an initial report on the hours worked
by members posted in time for
haulout. Please take a look and report
any errors or omissions of which there
will be some, no doubt. 

As Tom Monson has indicated,
work on the seawall will continue this
fall and possibly into winter if the
weather cooperates. Please sign up for
this important job. Once completed it
should be many years before any more
work on the sea wall is required. A
great investment in the future. 

With haulout comes potential
hazards many of us do not usually
deal with. Please come to work well
rested, “fit for duty”, and take the time
to work safely on this weekend.   _

Long Point lighthouse
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Lynda de Jonge van der Halen
SOCIAL CHAIR

Corn Roast 2016 
Great food, great team,

great weather, great music,
great event! Am I repeating
myself this year? So it
seems as our Annual Corn
Roast was once again an enjoyable and
successful event with several visitors
from the reciprocal Frenchman’s Bay
cruise and some Americans attending.
While we had about 95 adults for
dinner instead of 120 for the previous
two years, our party goers were
enthusiastic, appreciative of the team
effort, and talented. 

Our DJ, Bill Springate kept the
crowd entertained with a good mix of
popular dance tunes, instrumentals
and vocals, and karaoke. This year we
had outstanding talent, both amateur
and professional who sang and/or
played the guitar several times
throughout the evening to the delight
of the members and guests. 

And there was family fun on the
lawn before supper with the
watermelon eating contest, egg
hatching challenge and corralling pigs.
We almost had a demo of The
Watermelon Crawl line dance…good

theme song…if you drink don’t drive,
do the watermelon crawl. (Tracy Byrd).

Once again, Doris provided a
freshly prepared menu from scratch,

with bbqd jerk chicken with mango
salsa, beans and rice, to accompany the
farm fresh corn on the cob, the caesar
salad, and the dishes contributed to the
communal table by five or six
members. The self serve sundae bar
was also popular! 

We are proud of TH&SC and the
members who support our events. It
did take a team of at least 24 workers
to bring this event to you. (And most
of those members had no need for
work hours; they contributed their
time and ideas to make the corn roast a
roaring success.)

Awards Night is Saturday
November 12 and we can always use
more help that day and evening to
ensure that our racers and cruisers
have an enjoyable evening. Tickets go
on sale at haulout. On Sunday 
November 13, we will have a small
‘morning after’ party and clean up
after the Awards Night and decorate
the clubhouse for the Children’s
Christmas Party. We are looking for
folks who would enjoy an opportunity
to come and help decorate, sing some
songs and finish up any leftovers from
the night before.

The Children’s Christmas Party
takes place on Sunday November 20.
We have a family lined up for the
Christmas singalong with the children.
This year Santa will have a surprise for
those children, 10 and under, who sign
up for the party. Older siblings are
welcome and encouraged to attend
and help with crafts and other
activities. Any suggestions for fun food
or easy family crafts are welcome.
Please email me by the end of October
if you have an idea.
lynda.dejongevanderhalen@gmail.com

_
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WOW — how time
flies! It just seems
like yesterday we

were all together for launch
and now the haulout dates are
quickly approaching!

Another successful season of
sailing is now in the books (on the
water…awards still to be presented in
addition to the mysterious Delahaye
Cup!). With the use of two makeup
race nights, we were able to complete
all three Wednesday night series. In
addition, all weekend races were
completed, as well as a mini-series for
the Delahaye Cup. Summer Blast, in its
new one day format, went off without
a hitch with great racing and
entertainment!

Wednesday’s racing was well
attended with often 15 boats or more
again this year, as were the long
distance races for the most part. It was
also exciting to see a number of new
boats on the racing scene. Congratula-
tions to you all for coming out to
participate in either the Division II or
III, white sail fleets. 

I have been approached by a
number of Skippers wanting to re-
activate the Spinnaker, Div I, fleet. We
would need a minimum of five boats
committed to racing in Div I to make
this a reality. If you are considering,
please let me know on or before
Awards Night. 

I would like to thank all those who
put in the time to make this year’s
racing a success. Glen, our awesome
Rear Commodore, Richard for running
Shadow, setting up our courses and
helping with scoring, Bruce for
handicapping, and the many others
who help out with the racing,
entertainment and social events. 

See you at Awards Night, Saturday,
November 12th! Cheers!   _

Jamie Carroll
RACING CAPTAIN coordination and communication. 

This year no cruises were
scheduled for the busy Jazz Festival
weekend. Visitors continued to be
welcomed and docking was assigned
on first come basis.
VHF Hand Held 

In 2015 we had multiple reports
that the OOD hand held radio failed to
perform. It appeared not to hold a
charge even with a new battery. A new
VHF radio was purchased and the
cabinet containing the charger was
adjusted to allow for easier setup. So
far no complaints.
Fire Extinguishers

The OOD Checklist requires that
the OOD checks the Club’s fire
extinguishers. As requested by two
members, we will provide a listing and
location for all of the extinguishers that
need to be validated.       

Thanks for your continued
participation in the program and being
a positive ambassador for our Club.

Peter de Jonge van der Halen
pvanderhalen@gmail.com _

Peter de Jonge van der Halen
DAY MANAGER
OFFICER OF THE

IT SEEMS that summer
began on the May long
weekend and continued

well into September for the
2016 sailing season, which
sadly has come to an end. The Officer
of the Day program continues to be
appreciated by our visiting boaters.
Many have returned year after year,
and praise the help and friendliness
provided by Duty Officers. Visitors
appreciate being invited to join in club
events and the easy use of Club
facilities. The provision of TTC maps
and the Visitors Guide handout (also
available on-line), with directions to
nearby parks, restaurants and
playgrounds, is also helpful.

Providing the OOD Checklist to
be completed by the responsible duty
members identified for that week,
continues to be a guide for those
members not familiar with all these
Club tasks.  The Checklist names the
members, and provides contact
information, for the current week. It is
posted on the back of the door of the
OOD station. Missing members can be
readily contacted. The Reminder OOD
emails sent each week for those
members with upcoming duty, also
appears to be working well. Only one
club member was not able to provide
an email address and is contacted by
phone.

Please include your name with the
notes in the black OOD Log Book
(some names were missing).

This year the dock assignment
board was updated when we were
notified of changes to boat location.
Better than last year.
Club Obligation not fulfilled

With the exception of six
individuals, all members who were
eligible for OOD duty, fulfilled their
four hour obligation. We were
fortunate to have other members who
volunteered to fill the gaps in our
schedule.
Cruise Assignment (reciprocals)

After a four year hiatus, Keith
Willson stepped back up to the plate
as Cruising Fleet Captain. We
continued the practice of pre-assigned
docking locations, with the reciprocal
boat name and size. Providing a copy
of this detail to the duty OOD and the
OOD Manager makes for efficient

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

from September, 1978

After spending a couple of years exploring
the Pacific Northwest on Veleda Judy and
Aubrey Millard are sailing down the west
coast of North America to Mexico and the
Baja Peninsula. Here is their latest
position.

October 2
We are now down here in central

California in drier, warmer climates.
We have reciprocal privileges with the
Berkeley Yacht Club and after two free
days can stay here for $10.00 a night,
including water, electricity, and club
privileges. We have been here for a
week already and are enjoying the
camaraderie in the club and this
weekend went on a club cruise to
Clipper Cove on Treasure Island, rafted
up with ten other boats from the club
for a pot luck supper. We had Sara,
Judy’s niece and her friend over for
supper tonight, the first time we have
seen her for since she was in
elementary school, and is now
pursuing her PhD. in Materials Science
at the University of California, Berkley
campus.   _
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B−Dock Brunch

Just
Chillʼin



OCTOBER 2016  SPAR AND PROP Page 9I



Page 10 SPAR AND PROP OCTOBER 2016I

THE SHELLBACK CLUB is
celebrating 83 years and, as
usual, we have selected speakers

presenting a wide range of nautical
and maritime topics.

We plan for 24 meetings loaded
with good food, friendly men and
women who like nautical topics and
interesting informed speakers. 

The Shellback Club officially
started in February 1934 and met at
Eileen Bradley’s Tea House on
Adelaide Street but had its roots
earlier. Starting in 1924, some of the
crews of large racing sailboats from

Nauticals

1977 Hunter 25
$5,000. OBO

Good shape, this starter
cruiser / racer comes

complete with Head, all
sails—new main never used
new jenny used a few times

9.9 Johnson motor
steel folding cradlle
health forces sale

Call Bill Middleton
416  690 8060

reddraco@sympatico.ca

IN MEMORIUM

by Chris HansonSep-

Max Hauser
August 18, 1923 � September 2,
2016
Max was a long-time member,
 always ready to help. He was a
 gentle soul who will be missed by
friends who knew him. Max and his
wife Margaret each had their own
boat at the club. Every launch he
always said it felt like Christmas he
was so happy. He was a very active
sailor and member at the club,
 always ready to give a helping
hand, or a listening ear when
asked. It was always a pleasure to
see Max and his wife at the club.

SHELLBACK CLUB
2016–17

by Chris HansonSep-

RCYC met weekly in the summer to
organize crew duties. 

To be “Shellback” today only
requires attending a lunch meeting and
joining everyone in singing a sea
shanty.

Website:
http://shellbacks.weebly.com/ Take a
look here for our speakers, history,
current updates.

Location: The location, as in past
years, is the RCYC main dining room
at 141 St George Street at Prince Arthur
(West exit of the St. George TTC
station).

Timing:  We start promptly at 1215
hours and finish about 1330 – 1345
hours. The guest speaker starts about
1245 hours.   _
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SLING ADVICE

by Todd Wilson—Blue Sky

Hi fellow members. So often we
all have ‘great’ ideas and
suggestions to improve our

club and processes that are often
forgotten. Particularly when the job is
only done once per year! Last year
right after haulout I made some notes
as to how to improve the placing of
boats on cradles. I have now worked
with the same group of guys on land
slings for the last several years and
every year we all have excellent ideas
to streamline this vital chain in placing
our boats on cradles. 

Land slings and water slings
teams face many variables and are vital
cogs in the efficiency of the whole
operation. I am all but certain much of
this has been published and discussed
many times before. However, it can’t
hurt to go over it again!

I think new members that are still
learning would be more than willing to
accept advice on the best way to hoist
their boat onto a cradle. I remember
my first haulout and although I read
club info, was pretty clueless as to
what was expected of me at the actual
cradle placing of my boat.

Last year I felt most boats were
well prepared for the haul out and
only a few had life rings hanging off,
equipment on deck and extra long
lines. I noted this because previously a
member working with me was hit in
the mouth when the sling caught the
life ring, flinging it into his face.

To this end, below, is what I heard
and my thoughts to help make this a
safe and efficient process and for the
most part these suggestions are easy,
uncomplicated and free.  
1 Introduce yourself as the boat

owner and make yourself known to
the sling guys just prior to your
boat arriving at the cradle. Make
them aware of specifics as to your
boat placement. They will then
know who to ask with regard to
best placement of your boat. Make
them aware of the location of
outhauls, knot meters, drive shafts
etc.

2 Remove and or secure all on-deck
equipment. Life rings, barbecues,
whisker or spinnaker poles, extra
lines anchors, biminis, dodgers and
so on.

3 Mark your pads as to where they fit
on your cradle.

4 Turn your pads well down using
your best judgement.

5 Lube all nuts bolts and adjustments
so they are easily adjusted. You will
be thanked by many! Including
cradle crew, cradle set up and tear
down members.

6 Where possible permanently attach
boards or tape them in place, extra
pads, spacers etc.

7 Safety first! If possible, tighten up
the hinged mechanisms on each
pad so it is stiff but moveable. This
will allow initial adjustment prior
to the boat being lowered, allowing
pads to be laid against the boat hull
without fingers being in close
proximity and crew to not be under
the boat when it is being lowered.

8 Clearly mark your keel position on
the cradle with paint. Even better is
a wood block or similar physical
mechanism that will only allow the
keel to be placed exactly where you
want it. There are quite a few

cradles that already do this and it
works well.

9 Is it possible to move the slings aft
of the rear pads and in front of the
bow pads? Having the slings fore
and aft of the pads save the crew
time in that we do not have to
disconnect the slings from the crane
rack in order to clear your cradle
and boat.

10 So your boat is now on the cradle!
In the weeks to come make a
positive objective list specific to
your boat and cradle as to how it
could have been improved. i.e.
future sling placement to avoid
conflicts with pad locations, pad
height adjustments and so on.

11 If your boat is on a trailer, ensure
tires are inflated. I was advised to
pump mine to 50 psi (seems to
work). Lube the trailer hitch and
tongue support wheel, crank to an
appropriate height for hook up.

Wishing you a safe and efficient
haul out.   _



Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.
TH&SC
New
Yearʼs Levee

Boat
Show
starts

Boat
Show
ends

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

JANUARY 2017

31

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Annual
General
Meeting

Winter
Begins

Christmas
Hanukkah

Boxing
Day—
Kwanzaa

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 29 30 31

December 2016

27 28

DONʼT FORGET THE NEW YEARʼS LEVEE ON JANUARY 1ST

TIME TO TUCK YOUR BOAT AWAY

BOAT SHOW STARTS ON JANUARY ••••
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ONLY TWO WEEKS TO GET YOUR LAST SAIL

TIME TO TUCK YOUR BOAT AWAY AWARDS NIGHT: GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!


