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Toronto fireboat
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participates
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CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN
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WAYS AND MEANS
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Laurie Prosper
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email: lauriechan@primus.ca
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Peter Martyn
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Calendar

TH&SC—20 Ashbridgeʼs Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
EDITOR—Richard Taylor, 51 Brigadoon Crescent, Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3C2—(416) 293-4340

SAILPAST—Saturday, June 4—The biggest party of the year. Come one and all
for Blessing of the Fleet, Commodore’s Punch, fun and games. If you’re planning
on dinner get your tickets early.
Cruise to Hanlan’s Point—June 11th–12th—Sign up early.
Alberg Owners’ Regatta—June 11th–12th—Come out and help run the regatta. It
can be fun and informative. 
Beaches Jazz Festival—June 15th to 24th—Queen Street is jumping. Join the fun.
Cruise to HYC—June 18th–19th—Sign up early.
Race 1 of Series II—Wednesday, June 22nd—You got all the bugs out during
Series I. Now go out and show what you’ve learned.
Cruise to PCYC—June 25th–26th—Sign up early.
Cruise to APSC—July 1st–3rd—Sign up early.
Dufferin Bell Buoy Race—Saturday, July 2nd—To Humber Bay and back. A fine
day to race to the west of Toronto. Watch for wind changes.
Ken Deas Memorial Club Regatta—Saturday, July 23rd—Join us on the race
course. Lots of prizes. No experience necessary. Then stay for East Coast Night.
East Coast Night—Saturday, July 23rd—Come for a great party...boyo!
Race 1 of Series III—Wednesday, July 27th—Last change to get a Series win or
place. Surley we will have good winds for this series.
Circle of Life Race —July 30th—None of this up and around buoys. Just circle
around the outside of the race course. Simple! Then stay for breakfast on Sunday.
TH&SC Breakfast—Sunday, July 31st—A wonderful Sunday breakfast on this 
Civic Holiday weekend.
Cruise to Youngstown—July 30–August 1—See the Cruise Captain for details.
Race des Voyageurs—August 20th—Race to EYC, enjoy the land part of the
cruise and then back. The best of both worlds.
Cruise to EYC—August 20–21—A wonderful Club to visit. We have a great time.
Makeup Race 1—Wednesday, August 31st—First of four makeup races for the
next four weeks. 
Bluffers Challenge Race—September 3rd—Race to Bluffer’s buoy and then back
to enjoy the Corn Roast and good company.
Corn Roast—Saturday, September 3rd—A wonderful feed of corn and fun.
Watch for posters.
Cruise to MCC—September 10th—Last cruise of the season. Join the fun.
Frostbite Race—Saturday, September 17th—Cold enough to frost you in
September? Not likely! But with the racing season coming to a close, lots of fun.
Turkey Race—Saturday, October 1st—Depending on the weather, anything goes.

60th Anniversary
Regalia

Talk to Joann at
regalia@thsc.ca
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Dave Johnston

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

AHOY!
What a Sailpast! I would like to

thank Keith and Joan Willson for
arranging the display that was put on
by the William Lyon Mackenzie fire
boat.

I don’t know who arranged the
seiche that went on that day, but that
was also an incredible display of
nature.

I have to thank Laurie Prosper and
all of her dedicated crew for
engineering this wonderful event. 

One has to wonder though, how so
few can do so much? TH&SC is as far
as I know a working Club. Why is it,
that there are fewer and fewer working
and more and more watching? Some
members love to stop and critique an
ongoing job and subsequently
disappear when an extra hand would
help, even for five minutes.

Granted there are others who just
dig in. I would like to thank John
Norton and Jack Hexham for their
continuing efforts on restoring Shadow
to her proper condition. Also thanks to
Lee Rixon for building new lockers for
Shadow.

Our Ways and Means chairperson
has resigned. It’s time for a sea change.
This is a perfect opportunity for
someone to step up to the plate and fill
in. As you all know, a position on the
EB or heading up a Committee is a
thankless task. The only thanks you
will get, is from others that are

WELL! How’d you enjoy Sail
Past? It was kind of like a
video game with Shadow

darting back and forth with the rest of
the fleet in hot pursuit. I finally nailed
the slippery little buggers and forced
them to accept a bottle of cold
champagne. The rest of the fleet then
followed dumping all manner of
booty. Guess we showed them.

My suggestion for next year is we
make sure our Sail Past is on a
different day than Ashbridge’s and
instead of the Commodore going to
the zero mark the fleet go to zero with
the Commodore choosing a spot on a
reach close to the club. Better one
confused boat than many.

Robert McComb
VICE COMMODORE

Our member count is 17 Life, 119
Sailing, 53 Crew and 1 Junior. 7 of
those members are new plus we have 4
more applications on the board. The
new members are Albert Kerek and
David Yoa—Sailing Members. Shane
Barret, Shelly Font, Collin Richards,
Eugene Sroka and Helen Stewart have
signed on as crew. Please give them
our warm TH&SC welcome and try to
help if you see a look of confused
terror on their faces.

I have, and intend to in the future,
actively discourage and reject people
with more than moderate size boats as
new members. Moderate to me means
something like a C&C 30. There is a
saturation point in regards to large
boats and we will someday have to
establish what that is. Until then I
would rather save the large moorings
for present members wishing to move
up. Until we have empty, unpaid holes
in the water I see no reason to change
this policy, as there is more demand
than supply at this moment. The ideal
situation would be boats of similar size
moored together but until our next
generation of docks this isn’t possible.
The small boat in each case suffers a
loss of view and privacy. if they have a
large boat with higher freeboard on
both sides they exist in a fiberglass
cave unable to indulge in sunbathing,
medicinal substance taking and
positive self-abuse. Peter and Linda
have their powerboat beside me and
they are wonderful neighbors and I
would be very sad if they moved but
I’ve lost my pristine view of the
sewage plant and because they are
much higher, some privacy.
Fortunately they have chosen not to
mention my ongoing relationship with
the blow up doll.

Finally I’d like to mention the sad
passing of Garry Thomson. There was
nothing reticent or under the radar
about Garry. You were always aware of
him when he was around. He would
park himself by the mast crane and
offer help to all who wanted it. The
world is a less interesting place
without him. Rest in peace Garry. Rest
in peace.    _

About 1967

currently serving or from those that
have served before.

But we will thank you.
Onwards to happier thoughts. It

was with great pleasure, that we finally
left the dock aboard our own vessel
Wild Rose and went sailing. Rose and
John Edwards volunteered to come out
with us on our shake down sail. What
a good choice. John and I sail together
periodically, through the year, on both
of our vessels. This was a perfect
opportunity to show to our wives,
what really goes on when we are on
the water.

The two Rose’s were unimpressed.
They did, however, enjoy the day and
the wonderful sail.

I have had one thought that I
would like to pass on. It is our 60th
Anniversary and we need a TH&SC
specific cocktail. This beverage should
be fast, like a Hydroplane and smooth
like a Sailboat. It should also be well
named, alluding to our Club history.

If there are any takers on this
please email me and I will incorporate
the entrants in an upcoming Club
event.    _
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LAUNCH came and went. Sail
Past was a success despite the
threatening weather. The Alberg

regatta was a great success and all
those participating were very
complimentary towards our great little
club.  

Most of us it seems have our masts
up and sails on just waiting for fine
weather to take hold and push out all
the low pressure systems we’ve been
having thus far. Main sails, jibs, and
hardware are being replaced in record
numbers for sure and our windless
Wednesdays common in previous
years for the racers have been replaced
by evenings with plenty of wind and
unfortunately rain as well.

Not all of us have our mast up!
Gerry McManus has discovered just
recently that his mast has mysteriously
disappeared.  If anyone has any idea
how this might have happened or
perhaps information about how this
mast might have been taken
accidentally from the property, please
contact Gerry McManus or myself.

Dock repairs will continue through
the season. I know many of you have
concerns of loose boards. I am making
repairs as I go but I cannot do all of the
boards alone. I need help with this.
Anyone wishing to help can contact
me and I will give instruction as to
how to help. It is an easy job to do
however it takes many hours for one
person to do this as you might
imagine. With teamwork, it will go
much faster.

I wish to thank all of those helping
directly or indirectly with launch. It
was in my mind an incredible day
filled with challenges met and
obstacles overcome. I just want
everyone to know that I appreciate all
the extra effort some of you give.

Well, let the sailing season
continue, and let’s hope the weather
improves with warmer days ahead
especially for the weekends.

Cheers everyone! Your
Harbourmonster.   _

Bob Prosper
HARBOURMASTER

Greg Smith
REAR COMMODORE

DESPITE THE WEATHER, our
2011 Sailing season is officially
underway.

With two club cruises, Sail Past,
and hosting the Alberg Regatta, we’ve
been a busy Club to say the least. This
year’s Sail Past was a complete sell
out. Thank you to the membership for
supporting this special event.

Somehow we managed to duck a
threatening weather system. The sun
came out; the wind kicked in and
produced a chilly, but satisfying day
on and off the water. Fortunately, the
rain stayed away for the dinner and
dancing. One could hear a huge sigh
of relief from the Social Committee
and the Rear Commodore. The
thought of 180 people, a dance band,
and caterers all cramming into the
club house is a dreadful but somehow
humorous image.

The dance floor was hopping all
night thanks to the fabulous band,
Arden and theTourists. Yes, we’re
working on bringing them back again
next year—they “love” playing at the
TH&SC.

The thank you list is long. Thanks
to Laurie Prosper, and her team, Lynda
De Jonge Van Derhalen, Eva Baker, Cat
Ward and Mayada Perrault, Lorraine
Bedard, and of course their spouses for
all their hard work. Our Social
Committee continues to amaze with
their energy and dedication producing
our club events. Thanks to all the
members who jumped in to lend a
hand picking up chairs, moving tables
and doing little jobs that make it easier
for our committee members to
produce our biggest social event of the
season.

On the June 11th weekend,
TH&SC hosted the Alberg Regatta.
Nine beautiful Alberg boats came from
various clubs around the lake and
south of the border to race. Our own
John Edwards (SummerSalt) proudly
represented our Club in the event.

We had many fine comments
about the Club, our members, and the
Race Committee. During the awards
ceremony, one of the American sailors
thanked the TH&SC for our
“legendary hospitality”. Thanks to
Race Committee Chair, Tom Monson,
Howie Glen, Richard Coutts and Rob
Kozak for running the races—well
done gentlemen! 

With the approaching July long
weekend, this is a good time to remind
everyone of our scheduled events. 

The Dufferin Bell Buoy long
distance race, traditionally held on the
August long weekend, is scheduled
for July 2nd—hopefully it will produce
better wind conditions. The cruise out
to ASPC will set sail on Friday, July
1st, please see Joan or Keith Willson
for more details. The next big social
event is our East Coast Night—
July 23rd. Great food, and fabulous
music and a lot of fun. Invite your
friends for a great summer evening
party. This year’s band is a “Shore
Thing”. They provide dance music for
every taste with an east coast flavor.

On another note, If you have not
yet purchased a 60th Anniversary
burgee, for your boat, please contact
Joanne at regalia@thsc.ca It’s
important to show your support for
the club by flying TH&SC colours.  

Furthermore, take some time to
look at our line of new regalia items.
Joanne has done a splendid job with
the new clothing items. If you would
like to have your boat name on
T–shirts or hats, Joanne can arrange
this for a very reasonable price. 

In closing, I encourage everyone to
get out on the water for a cruise, a
race, or a relaxing sail. If you’re
thinking of playing some hooky, and
need a good excuse for the Boss,
please read John Morris’s article in this
month’s Canadian Yachting magazine
—Your Personal Guide to Summer
2011. I’m certain you will find the
perfect excuse—I know I did!

Greg Smith
N43° 39.610 W79° 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day.   _
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HERE IT IS, mid June and we
have two cruises under our
keels already. Our first cruise of

the year, to Bluffer’s Park Yacht Club,
had a smaller than usual attendance.

The no wind motor to Bluffer’s
was followed by a great meal hosted
by Team Evans. The communal
breakfast the next morning was
followed by a no visibility motor back
in thick fog. Oh well, that’s sailing on
Lake Ontario.

Attendance at our second Cruise,
the Hanlan’s Point cruise, was down.
Can’t really blame you, the weather
forecast was not good. Well, despite
the forecast we got about 30 seconds of
drizzle on Saturday. The traditional
Wheatstone chicken and rice dinner
was enjoyed by all. We even had a live
band (the Chris Hanson/Michael
Smith duo) who kept us entertained as
we crowded around a great bonfire to
keep warm. Sunday actually dawned
with sunshine and another great
communal breakfast. Mother nature
cooperated and provided wind for the
sail back home.

Our next cruise, the Cruise to
Highland Yacht Club, is also our
planned theme cruise. This year the
TH&SC Gods and Goddesses will take
over HYC. Hosts for this event are
Team Willson.

DARTS
Friday
evenings

FRIDAY NIGHT DARTS has
finished for the season. We really
would rather be sailing!

Consider joining us next
November after the boats are all
tucked away for the winter.

Come on down around 7 p.m. for a
few hours. It’s an enjoyable way to end
your week and prepare for a wintery
weekend.    _

Keith Willson

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

Following that comes the cruise to
Port Credit Yacht Club on June 25 – 26.
So far we do not have a host, however
two of the boats signed up have agreed
to share the responsibility should
nobody volunteer.

The cruise to Aquatic Park on the
July 1st long weekend is currently
without a host. They have a beach.
What a perfect opportunity for a
burgers and dogs beach party meal.
Any volunteers?

The cruise to Lakeshore Yacht Club
on July 9 – 10 is being hosted by Team
Johnston.

The three remaining cruises—
Youngstown Yacht Club on the long
weekend in August, Etobicoke Yacht
Club in mid August and Mimico
Cruising Club in September are
currently without hosts. Not having a
host simply means that you will be on
your own for dinner. 

A gentle, but not too subtle
reminder. If you are going to be away
from the Club overnight PLEASE sign
out in the Gone Sailing Log. It serves
three important purposes. 
One—the Club knows where you have
gone and when you are expected back
(a true safety feature).  
Two—the OOD knows whether your
slip is available for a visitor to use.
Three—we can figure out who is
eligible for cruising flags and trophies
at the end of the season.

That’s it for now—happy
sailing.     _

2011 Darts players. Missing: Liz Marin
and Chris Hanson

Hawiian Shirt Contest
SEICHE ENTERTAINMENT
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Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
AUGUST issue of

Spar & Prop is
July 31

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is available in
PDF format, readable on a
computer in colour with
Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Available from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca

Hallelujah! Sail Past has passed!
Once again an absolutely
amazing job of organizing and

planning by Laurie her crew and of
course her husband. Now the good
boating weather is here lets all enjoy
the great amenities our club has to
offer. “Segue”… speaking of the great
amenities our club has to offer it is
becoming very difficult to maintain
many of them. It is getting to the point
where a very small number of your
members are doing just about all of the
jobs. Think what would happen if the
few over-worked members cut back
drastically. That could result in nothing
being done until we raised our fees by
a large enough amount to hire
sufficient staff to maintain the docks
and  club property.

Please remember this is a working
member club, if you want to just park
your boat and party but not  contribute
anything to the club please go to a
marina. If you want to continue to
enjoy what you now have, the cost to
you is your time—not a lot but a fair
share. You know who you are and so
do your fellow members.

It is not your Board members’
function to come up with work for you
in November when it would be most
convenient for you. Please step up
now.    _

Don Bland
PROPERTY MGR.

Nauticals

Spar & Prop Available
By Email

If you would like to receive your S&P
by email just let me know. It will come

to you at the same time the print
version is in the mail.

If you are interested in seeing old
issues of Spar and Prop a Data
DVD of all the newsletters from

1969 to 2010 is available.
Contact Rich Taylor at

rwt@total.net
Congratulations Marie and Paul
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loose, the party was a great success. I’d
like to extend a great big thank you to
everyone who lent us a hand to get the
party going. From the balloon blower-
uppers to the table movers, to the tent
builders, without you we could not
have done it. 

A very special thank you must go
out to my social committee, Lynda and
Eva for all the preparation work that
was done in advance and the tedious
cleanup the day after. Thank you to
Lorraine for jumping in upon your
arrival and thank you to all the
husbands. It was a job well done and a
great party to show for it!

Our next party will be East Coast
Night, being held on Saturday July
23rd. A tasty maritime meal will be
served followed by a night of East
Coast music and dancing with the

band, A Shore Thing.
This has been a very
popular event in the
past couple of years.
Come down and join
us. Bring your family
and friends to this
not-to-be missed,
mid-summer
event.    _

Laurie Chan-Prosper
SOCIAL CHAIR

JUST ONE WEEK after launch, we
had our unofficial season-opener
event, the Beer Commodore’s Meet

and Greek. Of course the weather
didn’t cooperate so the Ice Breaker race
was called off. It was great to see,
however, many of you don your
slickers and wade your way down to
join us for the Meet & Greek. The
turnout was fantastic. Next year
though, we’d like to see more of the
new members come.

What a party we had for Sail Past!
It was great to see so many of you
attend the biggest bash of the year. The
rain in the morning didn’t dampen the
spirits. The sun came out in time for
the official Sail Past parade. Lumpy
seas made for a
slightly uncomfortable
salute to the
Commodore but back
on land, the delicious
pink lemonade punch
remedied the queasy
stomachs.

Other than our
helium “0” getting
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Garry Thomson
1937 – 2011

After sailing a for some time from the Toronto Island Marina, Garry joined the THS&C in
1976. He later became a Life Member of the club. 

For many summers Garry lived aboard his steel Yacht Trident. In 1980 when the new
clubhouse was built, Garry served as the club Steward. In 1993 he became Harbour Master
and served in that position until 1997. Garry often performed O.O.D duties when visitors
arrived at the club and there was no one else around. 

Garry was an avid reader, a Toronto history buff and loved doing crossword puzzles to keep
his mind sharp. Garry was a Sea Cadet and he printed a news letter for the alumni
association on his computer. Until recently, Garry played the trumpet in a concert band.  

When he no longer had his boat and mobility became a problem, he was not able to
get down to the club very often but still enjoyed visiting on Launch and Haulout days in
order to see many old friends.

Garry will be greatly missed by his sisters Valerie, Bonnie, Suzie and brothers George
and Ralph and also his many friends at the club.

********************

A couple of random thoughts re: our departed shipmate. — by Eric Muff

Ahoy, shipmates !

‘Tis sorry I am that I cannot be with you in the flesh. But rest assured, I will always
be with you in spirit.

The passing of our dear friend and shipmate Garry puts me in mind of the writings of
my good friend Wm. Shakespeare, in his play “HAMLET”, act 5, scene 1, the grave-diggers
scene…remember?

“Alas, poor Garry, I knew him Horatio: a fellow of infinite jest, of most
excellent fancy: he hath borne me on his back a thousand times. And now, how abhorred in
my imagination it is! My gorge rises at it.”

“Where are your gibes now? your gambols? your songs? your flashes of merriment, that
were want to set the table at a roar?”

He was my friend, and I loved him, warts and all.

He could be abrasive at times and a mite uncouth, BUT THAT WAS GARRY!

He and I spent many years together in the ‘Sea Cadet Movement’ when I retired from
my active naval career.

A better man in small boats and small boat sailing there never was.

If you were his friend, his heart was as big as his arse, nothing was too good for you.

I could prattle on endlessly, but Garry wouldn’t want that.         So..............

I will miss the big lout, but I will console myself with the knowledge that someday
soon he and I will share a glass of rum on ‘FIDDLER’S GREEN’ as we have for the last
many years.

SAIL WELL, OLD SON, AND TRUE!          READY, AYE, READY! _

Meredith Thomas
WAYS AND MEANS

ANOTHER successful Sail Past
thanks to Laurie and her
dedicated crew of helpers,

Lynda, Eva and Loraine and their
respective partners. The weather
cooperated, the food was delicious, the
band was great and everyone had a
great time. Unfortunately most of our
members went home and left the same
group of members aided by Dee and
Joanne to clean up. The club was a
lonely place Sunday morning as the
same small group of members packed
up the tables and took down the tent
among other things.

It’s not fair that the same small
group of member’s does 90% of the
work. 

I’d like to take this opportunity to
remind many of our members that the
TH&SC is a “working” club. This
means that the members, all of the
members, do various jobs so we all can
enjoy a clean, safe, fun club. To date
this year, this has not been the
case. The work on the locked room
where the washer and dryer live was
done primarily by Geoff Steel with
help from Glen Eddy, even though two
other members had said they would
help but didn’t bother to show up. To
those members who didn’t do their
two days last year and have done
nothing this year, maybe you should
be looking for a club where the
members are not required to work for
the betterment of their club.
Unfortunately you will be paying twice
what you pay at TH&SC. 

The person who was responsible
for Ways and Means has retired and
we are looking for someone to take
over that job. Hopefully someone will
step up to the plate. However, if no
one volunteers we will have to hire
someone to do the job which will mean
your fees will have to go up next year
or failing that we will have to raise the
fine for not doing your two days to
whatever we need to cover the extra
costs.

Whomever takes over the Ways
and Means position is going to need
help from all our members. When you
agree to take on a job please treat it as
a commitment and show up.

Tom Monson _
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DONʼT MISS THE CORN ROAST ON SEPTEMBER 3rd
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SAILPAST ON JUNE 4TH—DONʼT MISS IT! RACING AND CRUISING—ITʼS SUMMER

CLUB BREAKFAST ON JULY 31st


