
NUMBER 233FEBRUARY 2016

Toronto Waterfront–1860



Ways and Means Social—Saturday, March 12—See poster on this page.
Racer’s Meeting—Wednesday, April 27—Learn how to sail better…race your
boat. If you already are ready to race, come and see what the season will bring.
LAUNCH DAYS—Saturday & Sunday, May 7 –8—See bulletin board in late April
for your day of launch and work assignment.
Warmup Race—Wednesday, May 18—Find out if you left any bits off when you
got the boat ready. See how fast she goes on her nice clean bottom.
BPYC Reciprocal Cruise—May 21–22—First cruise of the season. 
Rear Commodore’s Family Brunch—Sunday, May22—The first “Long Weekend”
brunch of the season. 
Racing Series 1 Race 1—Wednesday, May 25—There are 3 Series with 5 races in
each series. Get more use from your boat and really learn how to sail her.
Ice Breaker Race—Saturday, May 28—First weekend distance race. 
Rear Commodore’s Social—Saturday, May 28—After the race. Everyone
 welcome. You don’t have to be racing.
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Don Bland
COMMODORE
PAST

HI EVERYONE. With a
much milder winter
upon us than what we

experienced last year, I’m
sure we’re all hoping we’ll get
a warm spring and even
warmer summer—the first to allow for
any needed work on the boats and the
second for the sheer pleasure of
summer sailing.

The 2016 membership invoices
were sent out in late December and I’d
like to remind everyone that payment
is due on or before February 28th to
avoid any late fees. Please also take a
few moments to complete the online
skills survey included in the email with
the invoice. If you can’t find the email,
don’t hesitate to contact me for
assistance. I’ll also be sending out
another reminder email prior to the
Ways and Means social event on
March 12th.

This is our first year implementing
electronic distribution of invoices and
the Spar and Prop. If you have any
feedback or comments about how to
make this better, please don’t hesitate
to email me at vice-commodore@thsc.ca

If you decide not to launch your
boat this spring, please let me and Tom
Monson know ASAP so we can
manage slip availability for those
members on the waiting list and adjust
your fees accordingly.

I’ll close by wishing you all a safe
and enjoyable 2015 and I look forward
to seeing you all at launch. _

Greg Smith

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

IMUST start my inaugural
Commodore’s report with
a sincere thank you to the

members of the TH&SC.
Your kind messages,
congrats and condolences on
my appointment as the new
Commodore are appreciated. I must
admit, I had reservations about the
amount of time I could provide to this
position given the recent changes in
my career. However, the 2016
Executive Board is a pretty impressive
bunch. In fact, it was the deciding
factor in my decision to stand for the
position as your Commodore. I look
forward to contributing whatever
talents I have helping our club expand
our sailing and club programs. I trust
the Executive and the members of the
club will work with me in fulfilling my
duties.

To the members of the 2015
Executive Board and Committee
Chairs, I wish to say thank you for a
job well done. Your accomplishments
over the past year were impressive.
The start of a new seawall, electrical
upgrades, two year budget plan, and
the new delivery of membership
renewals were major and welcome
improvements—not to mention our
wonderful social club events. Of
course, none of the improvements and
events would have happened without
the support of the membership. I’ve
come to realise what a diverse bunch
of people we are—drawn together by
the one thing we all have in common—
our love of boating.

2016 will bring its own set of
challenges. Challenges also present us
with new opportunities to make
change. Things may be changing a bit
too fast for some people, and not fast
enough for others. Please be patient. If
there’s a particular issue you’d like to
raise, you can approach the particular
committee member responsible. My
focus this year is to ensure we
maintain a fiscally responsible budget.
I plan on working closely with our
Treasurer Bill Comerford and Past
Commodore Don Bland to reduce club
expenses wherever possible.     

January is generally a quiet time
around the club as we all slowly get
back to normal after the hectic
Christmas season. I can assure you that
your Executive and it’s Committees are
working hard trying to make the
TH&SC as good as it can be. I

As a result I requested a complete
inspection by Superior Propane, our
supplier. The inspection led to yellow
repair tags on some of our equipment.
All is being remedied including the
beloved pizza ovens. 

This has not offered any explana-
tion of our increased consumption.
We are still monitoring and looking for
the causes. Again any insight or
suggestions would be welcome.

Hope to see you at the job fair on
March 12th _

encourage anyone wishing to work on
one of the many club’s Committees to
please contact the appropriate Chair
Person—I guarantee you’ll be
welcomed with open arms!

In closing, I want to take this
opportunity to encourage both new
and long time members to take some
time to review our club’s constitution.
Unfortunately, there’s no TH&SC app
available to view it on your mobile
device. However, it can be found on
the club’s website under the
membership tab. For our new
members, the document will provide
the Club By-Laws, Rules of Order and
Code of Conduct that have governed
our club for the past 65 years. For
myself, the second sentence of the
constitution speaks volumes. It serves
as a reminder why we chose to become
a member of this great little sailing
club. 

“The special object of the Club shall be
to encourage full enjoyment of the sport of
boating in its broadest sense by providing,
at a reasonable cost, adequate facilities and
a friendly atmosphere for individuals who
are willing to participate in sustaining and
improving the Club as a condition of their
membership. “

Looking forward to a great 2016
sailing season.

Greg Smith
N43° 39.610 W79° 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day _

Claude Soulodre
VICE COMMODORE

GREETINGs from
your new Past
Commodore.

My official duties
include the organization of
a planning committee to
further current projects and to look
ahead and plan for the future needs of
the club.

Your suggestions along these lines
will all be welcomed and considered 

My unofficial responsibility is to
finish the projects I had undertaken as
Commodore. The major one being to
find out why our propane consump-
tion had increased so much. 
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Lynda de Jonge van der Halen
SOCIAL CHAIR

NEW YEAR’s Day’s
temperature was
more seasonal

than the mild weather
and green grass seen at
Christmas. Outside the
clubhouse there was a cold wind
blowing but inside everyone found
a warm welcome! 

The Levee was attended  by
approximately 50 people who
enjoyed a variety of light refresh-
ments and beverages while they
mingled and relaxed. 

Looking out the clubhouse
windows or when strolling around
the yard, it was evident that the
seawall repairs were well under-
way with a great deal of work for
the next stage awaiting the better
weather. _

AS WE GET READY for
another sailing season
starting with launch on

May 7th, I’d like to flash back
to last season. 2105 was one of
the busiest I can remember with
regards to upgrades to our docks, with
the new electric system installed and
the first 100 plus feet of the new
seawall built. Neither of these projects
would have happened quickly and as
well done without the time and hard
work of many of our members.  

This year, we will continue with
the next 100 plus feet of seawall,
hopefully during the summer—yes
that’s during the summer when the
boats are in the water. We feel with
what we learned from last Fall, we can
install the next section of seawall with
as little disruption to members as
possible. 

Doing it in the summer will allow
the pile driving/sinking machines easy
access to the wall that would not be
possible in the Fall with boats on the
hard in the way. More on just when
and how soon.

As I mentioned above, it was with
the help of members that we got the
job done last year and I’m hoping that
more members will step up to the plate
this summer to work with us and get
their ‘Seawall Builder’ Tee shirt. Don’t
forget to come to the March 12th Ways
and Means signup social and sign up.

_

Tom Monson
HARBOURMASTER

WHEN you are leaving the
club, especially later in the
evening, please stop at the

end of the drive and make sure the
gate is beginning to close before
continuing on. The gate sensor is
attached to a fence post and
occasionally goes out of alignment. 

Also, in a heavy dew the reflector
can fog up and prevent the sensor
circuit from being complete. 

Please note: Your car has to be at
the end of the drive (where it meets
the road) so your car isn’t activating
the magnetic sensor under the
driveway. 

This is a simple security issue. If
the last person out of the club doesn’t
check that the gate closes behind them,
the gate stays open all night. Thank
You. _

IT SEEMS LIKE just
yesterday we held our
AGM. Not much has

happened to report on since
then. We think the mystery of
the disappearing propane has
been solved. Seems one of our old
kitchen appliances has been leaking
propane and our water heater is less
than efficient. We will have both issues
solved shortly.

The 2016 invoices have been
emailed (or mailed) to you by now. If
you haven’t received an invoice, please
let Claude Soulodre know as soon as
possible.

We are expecting another year of
significant infrastructure projects. Ways
and Means will be identifying a
number of jobs for the March Ways and
Means Social. Please plan to attend and
get an early jump on the jobs that
would be of interest to you. As always,
we greatly rely on our members being
generous with their time. This year will
be no different. I look forward to seeing
many of you at the March Social.   _

Bill Comerford
TREASURER

Bruce Bateman
CLUB STEWARD

New
Yearʼs
Levee

DARTS
Most Fridays

We gather at the clubhouse
about 7 p.m.

Come and unwind after your
week by throwing darts

No experience necessary
Everyone welcome

We have darts to lend
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ADVENTURES ON
SPINDRIFTER

by Albert Kerek

After Tom Monson’s Catalina 30
(Boomrang’s demise in the Spring, Tom
found her replacement. In mid-August
Tom took delivery of  Spindrifter, a 1987
Catalina 30 in Ludington MI, a small
town on the east coast of Lake Michigan
about 155 miles north of Chicago. After a
few days of provisioning and outfitting
Tom and I set sail for Toronto and
Spindrifter’s new home at TH&SC, a
distance of 780 miles. In the course of
nearly 3 weeks we sailed four out of the
five great lakes and the rivers and canals
that join them. 

Charlevoix, Michigan
The forecast on the morning of

August 23rd had been calling for
gusting winds and thunderstorms.
The front was visible above as we left
the breakfast diner in Leland but the
harbour master was convinced it
would stay behind us if we left right
away. IT DIDN’T. With that kind of
forecast I usually stay put, and I told
Tom as much. We were the only boat to
depart Leland that day.

The Grand Traverse Light was still
visible off our stern as the storm found
us and delivered everything promised
in the forecast and more. We rolled
around in two metre seas like a rag
doll. After the first lightning strike in
front of us Tom switched off the
instruments. In near zero visibility the
big three blade prop pulled us across
Grand Traverse Bay on a compass
heading guided by an occasional
glimpse of the tall silos near
Charlevoix on South Point…and we
made it in. Relief wasn’t the word. 

“We did it and I’m proud of both
of us” was Tom’s beer toast at dinner
that night. Well, at least he could claim
bragging rights.

At 08:00 the next morning we were
fueling and pumping out at Ward’s gas
dock. The wind was howling through
our rigging. I gammed with the
skipper of Bessie, a 61’ beautiful blue-
hulled sailboat, just returning from an
aborted venture south in 10-foot seas,
…”Too much for us!” he said…and too
much for us, I thought, but no matter
how I felt, we were going come hell or
high water.

Lake Charlevoix flows out to Lake
Michigan under a bascule bridge then
down a quarter mile channel called the
Pine River. At 09:30 we sat idling in

Spindrifter as the two halves of the
span rose like opposing drawbridges. I
remember motoring down the channel
with a strange mix of fear and daring.
If yesterday hadn’t taught us a lesson
then surely today would.

What we were doing was absurd
and we both knew it. The wind was
blowing heavily and the barometer
was still falling. Sheltered under a
zipped up full enclosure I sat in the
cockpit and watched Tom steer out into
2.5 metre seas. It was his decision to be
here. I thought…go out and get this
over with so you can say we gave it the
good old try. I waited, watching his
face as waves crested over the cabin
top in visibility reduced by spindrift . 

Conditions would be much worse
outside the protection of South Point.
All of these things, I’m sure, were
streaming through Tom’s mind but
then the wind helped him to get it over
with and he turned the boat back to
Charlevoix in time for the 10:00 bridge
lift. The next day, August 25, I emailed
Tom Hudson, our sailor friend, in
Leland.  
From: albert kerek
<albertkerek@icloud.com>‚
Date: August 25, 2015 at 11:30:50
AM EDT
To: <thomasbarb@aol.com>
Subject: Charlevoix

Hope this message finds you safe
& well. As you might have guessed
Tom & I had quite a rough ride to
Charlevoix the morning we left
Leland. Lake Michigan showed us
what she had. Yesterday morning we
made the 9:30.am bridge lift out of
here and then the 10:00 bridge lift
back in…a bit bruised and battered—
and here we sit waiting it out ....
hopefully‚ tomorrow will be a better
day .

From: <thomasbarb@aol.com>
Date: August 25, 2015 at 11:51:47
AM EDT
To: albert kerek
<albertkerek@icloud.com>
Subject: Re: Charlevoix
25 Aug 2015

Albert, we are glad you are still
alive!!!!!!!!. We saw the Coast Guard
helicopter flying in your
direction!!!!!!

The positive issue is that the
bridge in Charlevoix opens every half
hour!!!!

We are still in Leland. We spoke
to several individuals that came into
Leland after you left and decided

that we are not as hard-core as
some Canadians that we know!!!!!!

Thanks for the update
Barbara and Thomas Hudson

Charlevoix, Michigan
August 26, 2015

It’s 07:00. Tom and I are walking
down to the lighthouse to check out
Lake Michigan. The bascule bridge is
opening, allowing a Tartan 4100 and
then a Catalina 380 to pass through.
The crews of both boats are wearing
red, full body, foul weather gear.
Resignation is on their faces. There is a
walkway with railings along the sides
of the channel. We follow the boats
down to the pier light where a group
of sailors like us, stranded in
Charlevoix, stare out in wonder at the
spectacle of the Tartan and the Catalina
making way in two metre seas…masts
rolling side to side and bows plunging.
Winds today are gusting to 30 knots.
“What makes people need to do that?”
says one.  

“I can’t say anything,” says Tom
“we tried it the other day.”

“Oh, was that you guys we saw
out there?” says another.

“Yeah, that was us all right, we
sure learned our lesson.”  

They will continue their story in the next
few issues of Spar and Prop. _

Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
APRIL issue of
Spar & Prop is
March 31

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is available in
PDF format emailed in lieu of

the paper edition and also
available from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca
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WE HAVE ARRIVED. The boat
is floating and the mast is up.
The dinghy is at the boat and

the engine is on the stern rail. Not
looking good. 

Just when I have concluded that
there is a serious problem here a
dinghy is spotted heading across the
lagoon straight for us, its occupants
waiving vigorously. Andrew and
Eduin to the rescue. Two trips later we
and all our luggage are on the boat. We
have milk, bread, butter and cheese for
dinner. No worries they say, we will go
get coffee and come back for you. 

The next day a loaner engine
arrives complements of Jorge. Another
fellow Canadian hiding out in the
south, his boat is, sadly, on the hard
experiencing hull repairs. Having no
need for an engine on land he has lent
us his.

Over the next week we battle to
get everything ship shape. By Tuesday
when the Evans arrive we are mostly
ready but have still a few issues. The
parts for our dinghy engine have still
not arrived and our diver to scrape the
hull is MIA. Late Friday afternoon has
the engine fixed, the boat (overfilled)
with diesel and the water tanks filled,
the loaner engine is returned to its
rightful owner, 

Marie and I have provisioned
Peregrine for four weeks away and the
diver has returned to the island but has
the flu. Marie meanwhile has picked
up a nasty bug on the plane.

Sunday morning Mike tracks
down a different diver and he and his
son come out right away. We still make
the 10:30 bridge and we’re off!

Next stop St Bart’s after a rough
passage straight into the wind and
waves. 

We drop anchor in Anse de
Columbie, moving to a ball as soon as
one becomes available. Trouble
dropping the anchor reveals that parts
removed during the servicing of the
windlass have not only not been put
back on but are no where on the boat.

Mike and I head off for a rough
dinghy ride to Gustavia to check in at
customs. A quick weather check
confirms “new plan”. We are here until
Friday. 

For those checking on Mike’s
batting average…dinghy engine 1,
reappearance of leak in dinghy 1,
diesel in the bilge 1, overfill tank and
put diesel in other bilge 1, windlass 2 (I
failed to mention the windlass remote
wiring issue); Mike 0 for all. As I type
the water-maker is winning too, Mike
still 0 for 7.

He has not yet complained though.
The sun shines, it is warm, no snow,
my new kayak works a charm,
someone has turned the stars on and
there are fireflies in the sea.

Alas I speak too soon, but at least
there is some good news in the interim.
The parts for the windlass arrived in St
Barts so Mike took a taxi off to pick
them up. Meanwhile Paul, Marie and
myself tour Gustavia. A picnic lunch
on a bench by the shore and later we’re
off to find Shell Beach. 

They aren’t kidding. The shells are
so thick on the beach there are sections
where erosion has revealed sand/shell
concrete like base four feet down.

Plans change however and the
weather Gods decided if we go to
Nevis it has to be Thursday. So
Thursday morning we head off to
Gustavia, anchor Peregrine, dinghy in
and check out. And we’re off. Out we
go in the sunshine only to turn the
corner into a huge black nasty looking
sky. The seas start heaving and we all
say NOOOOO!

A brilliant and fortuitous decision
has us do a 180 and head for St
Maarten. 

Why fortuitous you say? Well,
about 30 minutes later the starboard
engine starts to make noises. Thunking
noises. Not a good sound. I try as best
I can to bring the boat into the wind on
our one good engine, Paul wrestles
with the sails and Mike goes to move
the freezer so he can check on the
engine. 

Not a pretty sight, the nut on the
end of the transmission shaft had come
off allowing the flange to separate from
the engine and the shaft is now free-
wheeling, no longer attached to the
transmission.

You know there are two things
certain in life. One, every once in a
while the Fates treat you kindly. The
second is FUBAR. Fully Understanding
Boats Are Recalcitrant.

Thank you fates for having already
sent us in the right direction.

The cell actually got a signal and
the distress call went out. By the time

we were back in St M the mechanic
was waiting on shore for pickup. By
5 pm we had single engined through
the bridge and tied up to our ball. A
quick email to Deb and Lee warned
them to change their tickets, we were
NOT in or likely to be in Antigua. The
solution of flying into St M sadly had
them coming down a day early!

By end of day Friday we were all
put back together. Preventative
maintenance on the port engine
assured there would be no repeat
separation and an exhaust manifold
replaced BEFORE it broke. 

Paul and Marie took advantage
and spent the day in Philipsburg.
Saturday we went off to Marigot and
were just lazy the next couple of days. 

Tuesday Rixons warmed up the
seats on the West Jet flight for the
Evans to leave on.

Tomorrow is Thursday and we are
slated to head out on the 8:30 bridge
lift, destination St Eustatius. Stay
tuned, we will see.  _

THE TRIAL OF
PERIGRINE

by Peggy Wheatstone

DID YOU KNOW?…

by Chris HansonSep-

…Traditional Markings for Leadlines
2 fathoms—a 2-ended scrap of leather
3 fathoms—a 3-ended scrap of leather
5 fathoms—a scap of white calico
7 fathoms—a strip of red wool bunting
10 fathoms—leather with a round hole
13 fathoms—a piece of thick blue serge
15 fathoms—a piece of white calico
17 fathoms—a piece of red wool bunting
20 fathoms—a cord with 2 knots
30 fathoms—a cord with 3 knots

…Tidal Heights and Depths
Mean High Water, Spring—the mean
high water heights of spring tides
Mean High Water—the mean of all
high water heights; the charted
clearance of bridges is measured from
this height
Mean High Water, Neap—the mean
high water heights of neap tides
Mean Low Water, Neap—the mean
low water heights of neap tides
Mean Low Water—the mean of all low
water heights
Mean Low Water, Spring—the mean
low water heights of spring tides
Mean Lower Low Water Datum—the
mean of lower low water heights;
charted depths originate from this
reference height or datum  _
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WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

from September, 1978
Judy and Aubrey Millard
Rusty’s RV Ranch, New Mexico, USA
Hi Folks,

Where are we now?
We are still at Rusty’s RV Ranch,

but will soon head out over to
Quartzite for a few weeks, after which
we will play around the deserts of
southern Arizona and New Mexico
until late April when we will leave our
trailer and Yukon in storage here at
Rusty’s and fly to Fort Lauderdale to
take a one month cruise on Holland
America Lines through the Panama
Canal and up to Victoria, B.C.

Veleda’s itinerary: from late May
we will sail up to Haida Gwaii, then in
August sail down the west coast to the
Mexican Baja Peninsula and into the
Sea of Cortes for a year or so.

The map below shows our route in

the trailer down from Las Vegas
through Quartzite to Rusty’s at the
southwestern border of New Mexico,
only a mile or so from the Arizona
border. The map also shows the
Mexican Baja Peninsula and the
northern section of the Sea of Cortes
where we hope to be with Veleda in the
fall. All the best, Aubrey & Judy

Chris Hanson & Elizabeth Marin
Sunday, January 23 2016

Anchored off the docks in
downtown West Palm Beach

It’s a great area to hang out while
waiting for the weather wind to cross
over to the Bahamas. This year’s el
niño is really creating havoc all over
the place. 

Ever since the New Year, wave
after wave of cold fronts have been
passing through, the interesting thing
is many are coming from the Pacific
from Mexico and picking up steam
over the gulf. 

One storm did produce two or
three tornados that killed a number of
people on the gulf and interior of
southern Florida. 

Anyhow, we shall wait out the
weather for the best and safest crossing
time. No sense in taking chances. We
usually hope for a three-day window,
as it takes a full 12 hrs or more to get
over to the Bahama Banks and then
another day and a half until we can get
to Green Turtle if we go the Abacos
direction. 

It is about the same if we left from
Miami to Bimini and over to Nassau,
except there are no places to hide while
en-route. The northern section of the
Bahamas has a number of islands to
take refuge which is why we will
probably choose this strategy. 

Once over in the Sea of Abaco,
where we have spent the past two
winters, we can choose when we will
head south to experience Eleuthera.

This brings us up to date, and
hopefully the next report will be sent
from the Bahamas. Keep warm!
Pat and Geoff Craigen
Pat and Geoff are back on Beach House
and enjoying tropical weather. 
Jeff Ante 
Jeff is back on his mooring in the
Caribbean. Maybe this year he will put
more than 26 miles in the log.
Peggy and Mike Wheatstone
See page 6 for a full report on “The
Perils of Perigrine”. _

Dave Johnston (Two Bits)
WAYS AND MEANS

SHORT REPORT but
important.
Job Fair in March.

Please stay tuned for
further information.   _

HELLO EVERYONE.
Another calendar
year has turned and

we are now headlong into
2016 getting prepared for
another sailing season. Let’s
see if we can slow this sailing season
down a bit. The 2015 sailing season
went by so fast, it was like I didn’t
even get the boat in the water. 

To those who have stayed in
Toronto over the winter, I am sure you
will agree that we have lucked out so
far. For those of you that are spending
the winter in the Caribbean—I will
keep my comments to myself.

Now onto important business.
First, I want to thank Lynda de Jonge
van der Halen (that is a long last name)
again for agreeing to head the social
committee. If I could just bottle her
organization skills and energy, I would
have a much nicer boat (and cleaner
too). Also thanks to Doris Bradley who
has been a great help with ideas for
events for 2016. 

Our first event will be the Ways
and Means Social on Saturday, March
12, 2016. Please come down to see
everyone, have some food and cheer,
and most importantly get signed up
for your 2016 work hours.  

If you have any ideas for social
events this year or wish to help out,
please do not hesitate to contact Lynda
(lynda.dejongevanderhalen@gmail.com)
or myself (geddie@torkinmanes.com). 

Now onto racing news. First, we
are looking for an additional race
scorer who can assist with inputting
the race scores into the computer and
uploading them to PHRF on
Wednesdays, and Saturdays for
weekend races. For the last several
years, Bruce Bateman has been doing
this task by himself without much
fanfare. It is high time that the burden
is shared so Bruce can actually eat a
burger once in a while. Please see me
or send me an email if you are
interested in this task and we can have
Bruce teach you how the times are
entered into the program and saved for
later dates.

Next, Jamie Carrol and myself are
in process of meeting with other sailing
clubs in the basin to see if we can get
more interclub participation in racing. I
will let you know how this works out
in future reports.

On cruising, I would like to thank
Joan and Keith Willson for stepping up
on an interim basis to organize the
2016 cruising program. Janina and I
both hope to get out for some of the

Glen Eddie
REAR COMMODORE cruises this year and I recommend that

everyone else go as well.
Lastly, our 2016 calendar for social

events, cruising, and racing is on the
website so please go to www.thsc.ca to
check out the dates for our many
events this year.

Well, that is all I have for now. See
you down at the club.   _
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HELLO, my name is
George Tsapoitis and
I am the new

Property Manager (in
training)!

I’m very much looking
forward to working with ‘’You All’’ at
the club this season and beyond.

This will be my third full season at
the club and I’ve not met everyone yet
methinks. Therefore, I’m looking
forward to meeting those I haven’t
been introduced to yet.

TH&SC is a great club. I first
sailed here in the late 70s with John
Edwards and remember it well.

Our club is a  ‘’Lotus in a Sow’s

George Tsapoitis
PROPERTY MGR.

Keith Willson

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

Cruising Corner

IT SEEMS that Club to Club cruising
remains very popular around Lake
Ontario. Here it is, early February

and our schedule is finalized, as are the
schedules of most of the Clubs on the
north shore.

Here is the schedule for 2016 as it
exists so far:

May 21–23 (long weekend)
Reciprocal to Bluffers Park Yacht
Club—Hosts Paul & Marie Evans

June 18–19
Reciprocal to Highland Yacht Club—
Hosts TBD

July 8–10
Incoming from Macassa Bay Yacht
Club—No Host needed

July 16–17
Reciprocal to Lakeshore Yacht 
Club—Hosts TBD

July 30–Aug 1
Incoming from Bronte Harbour Yacht
Club—No Host needed

Aug 20–21
Reciprocal to Mimico Cruising 
Club—Hosts TBD

Sep 3–5 (long weekend)
Reciprocal to Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club—Hosts TBD

We need hosts for the four cruises
marked TBD. Otherwise the meals will
be BYOF (Bring Your Own Food)
Volunteers anyone?

If anybody wants to volunteer as
hosts or to assist with the cruise plans
for any or all of the cruises this year,
please contact us using the Club
Cruising Account (Cruising@thsc.ca)
or come and see us at the Social event
on March 12th.

Thanks
Joan and Keith Willson   _

Nauticals

ear’’. The sewage treatment plant may
be across the water but the club is an
evolving, developing, vibrant part of
our life here in downtown Toronto. 

I am very interested in further
beautifying the buildings, structurally
and cosmetically inside and out. I
would also like to see greater emphasis
on the outside of the club too!

Suggestions, feedback and ideas
greatly and gratefully appreciated.

Contact info—A dock 29— 
home phone 416 972 6324—
cell work 416 991 7463—
email georgettt@sympatico.ca _



Page 9 SPAR AND PROP FEBRUARY 2016I

THE SHELLBACK
CLUB

“Keel Laid 1934”
Celebrating 82 Years 

The Shellback Club continues
celebrating its 82nd year and bringing
in speakers selected who present a
wide range of nautical and maritime
topics.

Our meetings are loaded with
good food, friendly folks who like
nautical topics and interesting,
informed speakers. 

The Shellback Club officially
started in February 1934 and met at
Eileen Bradley’s Tea House on
Adelaide Street but had its roots
earlier. Starting in 1924, some of the
crews of large racing sailboats from
RCYC met weekly in the summer to
organize crew duties. By 1934, these
crew meetings had morphed into The
Shellback Club as other sailors from
Clubs in the area liked the idea of
sharing lunch and sailing lore…and
even singing a shanty.

To be “Shellback” today only
requires attending a lunch meeting
and joining everyone in singing a sea
shanty.

Location: As in past years, we
meet at the RCYC main dining room at
141 St George Street at Prince Arthur
(West exit of the St. George TTC
station).

Timing & Dates: We start
promptly at 1215 hours and finish
about 1330–1345 hours. The guest
speaker starts about 1245 hours. Our
meeting dates continue on
Wednesdays through to April 13th,
2016.

Come early to enjoy the company
and a beverage. All the usual
beverages are available at Club prices.

Seating and Dress: There are no
prearranged tables and dress is smart
casual.

Costs: Lunch costs $20.00
including all taxes and service. Lunch
is three courses of soup, a main item,
dessert and tea or coffee. 

We suggest $2 for the Dory, which
includes a ticket to win, if you’re
lucky, a nautical book in the weekly
book draw. There are no annual fees or
initiation fees.

Once a year, we suggest a $20
contribution to pay for basic
communication costs and the minimal
costs of operation. Funds not needed
each year are donated to local youth
sailing charities.

Guests: Guests are always

welcome and confirmation regarding
attendance is not required for
Shellbacks or guests. Come when the
spirit or the topic moves you but come
often!
The 82nd Shellback year continues
with these presentations:

February 3rd: Peter Kuitenbrower, a
senior writer at the National Post, will
speak of his voyage aboard the
MV Kaministiqua and tell us why
Canada’s inland shipping is making a
comeback – Rebirth of Highway H2O

February 10th: Barbara McNutt—
Miss Canada girls—Barbara will share
her experiences during WWII as a
young girl living in Dartmouth, N.S.
across the field from Halifax Harbour
and why an apron she wore 70 years
ago is exhibited in the Canadian War
Museum. 

February 17th: Janice Howard—will
speak of her adventures exploring the
Antarctic with National Geographic

February 24th: Bill Bialkowski,
A/Lt.(N) (retired) Recreating the Broken
Wire Incident aboard HMCS
Bonaventure, February 1958 —In 1958, a
Banshee jet fighter flown by Lt.(N) Joe
Sosnkowski was landing aboard the
‘Bonnie’ when suddenly the arrestor
wire broke. Against all odds, he
managed to fly the aircraft out, land
ashore and save his life. Bill recreates a
simulation of the event.

March 2nd: Rob Mazza—tells, in
his inimitable and erudite style, of the
Canal Boat Trip in England that he and
his wife took with friends in 2015.  

March 9th: Mike Nagy—works
with the Elora Save Our Water
organization. He will tell us of the
efforts of the group in relationship to
bottled water and the current status of
those efforts. 

March 16th: Rory Fisher—will
speak to us about the Siege of Malta,
1565 a military campaign in the
Mediterranean Theatre, 1565.

March 23rd: Richard Baker—of the
Toronto Police Marine Services will tell
us what they do, their goals for
Summer 2016 and a bit about boating
and drinking.

March 30th: Mark Madson, Lake
Ontario Waterkeeper—has been able to
unite his commitment to social justice
with his passion for water by working
to uphold the ideal that each and every
person has a right to swimmable,
drinkable, fishable water.

April 6th: Diane Reid—first
woman skipper of the Clipper Round
the World Race, will relate her

achievements and challenges during
this event.

April 13th: Rosemary Helmer (and a
small panel from the Board of the LSSA)—
will bring us up to date on the status of
the Lake Sailing Skiff Association. The
LSSA works with dinghy associations
and their builders to ensure strength
and availability of dinghy class boats.

Be a Shellback, come often, bring friends
and enjoy the combination of good food, friendly
people and interesting and often unique
presentations about nautical and maritime
topics.

The Shellback team is Dianne Leggatt,
Skipper, Alf Jenkins, Purser, Elspeth Fanjoy,
Mate, Duncan Green, Music Director, and
George Stowe and many others who help
throughout the year. Volunteers welcome!

Call or write Dianne Leggatt, Skipper, for
any reason:

416 486 6025 or
dianne.leggatt@gmail.com _

Shadow
FLOTSAM & JETSAM

Bulletin Board Renovation
There’s a snazzy new look to our
bulletin boards. Lynda has done a
wonderful job sprucing them up.
Bytown Brigantine Tall Ships 
Adventure
Cast off, set sail, take the helm & climb
aloft (if you dare!) Summer camps and
high school credit voyages for youth &
shoulder season voyages for adults
provide everyone the adventure of a
lifetime. 
Bytown Brigantine Tall Ships Adventure
www.tallshipsadventure.org
(P) 613-596-6258
Diesel Engine Theory and 
Maintenance Course
This one day course is designed to
provide you with a basic
understanding of how your Marine
Diesel engine operates and how it
should be maintained. 
The course consists of both theory and
practical demonstration sessions.
Class size is limited to 12 persons!
Mimico Cruising Club has gratuitously
allowed me to use the shop and facility
to conduct these courses.
Course fee is $226. (200.+ HST) which
includes you own copy of “Marine
Diesel Engines” 3rd edition by Nigel
Calder. 
2016 courses dates are—Feb. 6, 7, 13,
14, 20, 21
To register contact Craig Morley @
aquafacts@gmail.com or Office 519-
768-3438—Cell 519-933-3205



Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

LAUNCH
DAY —
Motherʼs Day

Warmup
Race

BPYC
Recipro-
cal Cruise

Rear
Comm.
Family Brunch

Victoria
Day

Race
Series 1
Race 1

Ice Breaker
Race—
Rear Com-
modoreʼs Social

Memo-
rial Day
(USA)

LAUNCH
DAY
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29 30

May 2016

31
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Racerʼs
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DARTS
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DARTS 1 2
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April 2016

26 27

HOORAY! LAUNCH DAY IS AROUND THE CORNER

TIME TO PREPARE YOUR BOAT

START YOUR SEASON WITH RACING AND CRUISING

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

St
Patrickʼs
Day

DARTS
Ways &
Means
Social

Daylight
Savings
starts

DARTS

Spring
Begins

Good
Friday

Easter
Sunday

Easter
Monday

DARTS1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 31

March 2016

29 30
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Chinese
New
Year

DARTS

St
Valen-
tineʼs Day

DARTS

DARTS

DARTS1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

February 2016

ITʼS THE HEART OF WINTER — TIME TO PLAY DARTS

HUG YOUR BOAT THIS MONTH

MAKE YOUR LIST OF “THINGS TO DO TO YOUR BOAT”


