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These mounds were created by the wind pushing up the ice from the lake during and after the storm of February 2nd.
The picture is from the usual water’s edge (see the beach sand in the foreground). The black dot is a person.
The highest mounds are about 20 ft high and about 100 metres off shore.
Photo by Chris Hanson
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Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Dave Johnston
(416) 483 6800

email: penrose@sympatico.ca

PAST COMMODORE
Marguerite Ethier

(416) 865-2979
email: methier@litigate.com

VICE COMMODORE
Robert McComb
(416) 251-3363

email: robmc@mail.com

REAR COMMODORE
Greg Smith

(416) 261-9569
email: gd-smith@sympatico.ca

HARBOUR MASTER
Bob Prosper

(416) 423-9584
email: bobprosper@primus.ca

PROPERTY MANAGER
Don Bland

(905) 428-7380
email: blandone@hotmail.com

TREASURER
Tom Monson

(416) 909-1517
email: tmonson@primus.ca

SECRETARY
Joan Willson

(416) 759-1846
email: joans_quillows@hotmail.com

RACING FLEET CAPTAIN
Jacquie Claassen

(416) 272-2505
email: jznamerowski@sympatico.ca

RACE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Tom Monson

(416) 429-2598
email: tm@primus.ca

CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN
Keith Willson
(416) 759-1846

email: kwillson@sympatico.ca

WAYS AND MEANS
Meredith Thomas

(416) 925-7582
email: meredith.thomas@sympatico.ca

SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON
Laurie Prosper
(416) 720-8876

email: lauriechan@primus.ca

RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Peter Martyn

(416) 822-4345
email: pmartyn@world.oberlin.edu

Calendar

TH&SC—20 Ashbridgeʼs Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
EDITOR—Richard Taylor, 51 Brigadoon Crescent, Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3C2—(416) 293-4340

WOW-Women On Water—Sunday, February 27—2 session series,for women, to
learn and talk about boating with Lori Mason of The Store Mason’s Chandlery.
The first session covers Safety: Flares, PFD’s and Man Overboard. The second
session is basic boat handling, anchoring, & mooring, and tying knots. “It doesn’t
matter whether you are a skipper or a first mate, there’s always something to
learn about boating. We share experiences, both good and bad, work out
 solutions and generally find camaraderie” says Mason.
Easter Parade—Sunday, April 24, 2011—Come and watch. Come and participate
with your Club members. See Vice Commodore’s report. The kids will love it!
LAUNCH—Saturday, May 7, 2011—Think positive. Once we get past the Boat
Show things launch day will approach quickly.

Lunch and
Beverages

at TH&SC
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Dave Johnston

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

AHOY!
Some times in your life wonderful

opportunities just happen to present
themselves.

A trip to St. Lucia to visit and sail
with Pat and Geoff Craigen is warming
my heart and we are still weeks away
from departure.

When Rosie and I first did a
bareboat charter in the BVIs, in 1988
the only way to call home was a ship
to shore radio call on the VHF. When
sailing the Grenadines in 1991 there
was the odd cell phone around, but the
VHF was still the way a sailor kept in
touch.

Single side band radio was there,
of course, but only on a few boats.

Prior to our trip to see the
Craigens, Skype seems to be the order
of the day. Rosie and I are not tech
hounds in any way, but talking with
your friends at anchor in Grenada and
hearing the wind whipping through
their companion way can send a
message far better than any postcard.

Thanks to the Craigens invitation
we are southbound to learn a little bit
about their life style. Geoff has told me
many times to “get your butt down
here”. That being said, the tickets have
been bought and off we go in February.
I was in St. Lucia, in another lifetime,
and I truly don’t remember much more
than the Pitons, a very beautiful island
that puts me in mind of Montserrat
(pre volcano).

The more Rosie and I travel, the
more we love the Caribbean. This time,
we get to sail to Martinique. Adventure
beckons.

Pat Craigen has suggested that
both couples, upon our return, write a
column that tells the tale of our visit,
from the different prospective of host
and guest. It will be interesting to hear
both sides of a 10 day cruise. Please
remember that Pat and Geoff have
been known to embellish my
idiosyncrasies, but the next issue of
Spar and Prop could be quite funny.

Rosie and had occasion to attend
the Boat Show and look at all the
things that we can’t afford. This was
truly a ploy by Rose to take my mind
off the root canal, that I had to have on
the morning of our AGM. It amazes me
that I can run into so many Club

THE BOAT SHOW has come and
gone and if you missed our
annual chance to body check and

elbow smash with the masses to save
$3.00 on some new flares you will
have to wait till next year. 

I would like to report that the
billing went out January 21 and we
now await your payment. It was
somewhat delayed this year as we
didn’t have a quorum at the AGM,
which is 40% of the members, or their
proxies. Did I mention 40%? 

Because of this we had to have a
special meeting January 10 to pass the
budget. This resulted in the invoices

Robert McComb
VICE COMMODORE

members in one day. Keep a lookout
for Randy Boyd in the spring, he will
be sporting a very nice pair of Sperry
flip flops.

The Willsons, Wheatstones and
Evanses are still hoping that everyone
goes Hunter, but we fell in love with a
Catalina 45. There was only one
problem with this. Rose, didn’t have
the $373,000.00 in her wallet! When we
left the house, I am sure that I asked, if
she had cash with her. We were
$$372,850.00 short.

I would like to thank all of the
Members, who attended the AGM in
January, 2011.  WE HAD QUORUM.
TH&SC’s budget passed and we are
moving ahead with the New Year and
the challenges that will face us.

As another year begins, we should
all reflect upon the time and energy
that certain individuals freely give to
your Club. When most of us have put
our boat to rest for the winter, the
Executive and all the Committees are
planning everyone’s enjoyment for the
2011 sailing season. When you are next
at the Club and run into a Committee
member or a member of the Executive
Board, thank them for their time and
effort.

Many things are in the works (all
good), I will keep you up to date in the
next Spar and Prop.

Remember to thank Rich Taylor for
the best Newsletter on the Lake!

Splice the Main Brace.   _

being mailed late. By this time you
should have receive your invoice and,
if not, please get in touch with me at
my email robmc@mail.com or my cell
647-654-3707. 

If you wish to dispute or question
any item on your bill, again please call
or email me and I will try to straighten
it out for you. 

You need to review the
information we have for you and note
any changes, be it address, phone or
email as this is the only means we have
to communicate with you so we need
your latest data. 

Something new this year is the
option of paying by credit card. For
impoverished people like myself who
find the club fee payment a tough nut
so soon after Christmas, it allows us to
spread the payment over a longer time
period. Be assured your card
information will be destroyed as soon
as approval is given. Remember,
payment is due postmarked no later
than Feb. 28. DO NOT leave payment
at the Club. MAIL it to Tom at the
address shown. 

Members with financial issues
need to apply to the Board in writing
for consideration before Feb. 28. A late
fee of 10% will be applied as of
March 1st for outstanding balances,
and again on April 1. Members who
have not paid by May 1st will not be
launched. 

I will report on the member status
as to Life, Senior, Crew and Junior after
the billing is returned as there will be
some changes that I will have a better
handle on at that time.

The 2011 Toronto Beaches Lions
Annual Easter Parade will be held
Sunday, April 24. I need to hear from
someone with a small sailboat on a
trailer or anything else we could use as
a float to show we are an active part of
the Beach community. I would urge
anybody who is interested in attending
and helping to please call me. In the
past we’ve had members dressed up in
bunny suits. Perhaps Don Bland could
be talked into dressing up as an Easter
egg. I can just picture him dancing the
parade route throwing candy at the
crowds and screaming obscenities at
the children. I’m getting all warm and
fuzzy thinking about it.

Anyway that’s it. Just think, before
you know it we’ll be sitting on the
back of our boats complaining about
the heat but in the meantime I think I’ll
go chop some ice from my driveway
and dream of warmer times. See you at
the club.    _
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As I write this, snowflakes gently
fall outside, finding themselves
among many other flakes,

which have been there already. We
certainly have experienced a typical
January with its chilly temperatures
and snow accumulations. I’m hoping
that February will show us a little
mercy but I am expecting the usual
mood swings from March. As far as
April is concerned, who will even have
time to think about her? We’ll all be
busy prepping for the sailing season.

It has been rather quiet down at
the club. When I visit these days I can
see members footprints in the snow as
well as the usual wildlife prints. I’m
sort of apologizing, but not really, for
unplugging boats that were not
attended. I’m sorry but I’m the one the
city comes gunning for when it comes
to safety procedures regarding boats in
the yard.

While we maintain to be a smaller
club—and there are many benefits that
come with that—we cannot lose sight
of the fact that we have to abide by
federal, provincial, and municipal laws
and regulations. I have already made
some changes to some equipment and
will continue to do so in order to
ensure that TH&SC is a safe place for
members and their families. I do ask
that if a member has concerns over a
particular item or situation to please
bring it to my attention as soon as
possible.

Spring is just around the corner
and with that comes Launch Day. I
would appreciate members knowing
that they won’t be launching to let me
know ASAP please. It just makes
things a bit easier knowing in advance
of launch just what I am dealing with
as far as dock assignments are
concerned.

We will be continuing with many
needed dock and wall projects this
year and as usual I will be looking for
members to help out where they can. It
is rather early in the season just yet,
but I will be putting a sign-up sheet in
the clubhouse in early Spring for those
interested.

While I did mention that the club
is rather quiet these days, I would like
to remind you that your elected board
members continue to work on your
behalf all through the winter months.
In addition to the meetings once every
month, there are many, and I do mean

Bob Prosper
HARBOURMASTER many, emails going back and forth

amongst us that translate into many
hours of conducting club business.

Slip assignments will be
challenging again this year. No doubt
some of you will have to use the wall
for a mooring base. With upgrades
made to the wall in recent years I view
the wall as a viable space. Of course
not all boats are suitable for that space
but surely some are. Again I ask for
your patience and understanding
while I try to fit everyone on the water.

I again extend an invitation to
members new as well as long standing
to call me or email me with any
questions or concerns you might have.
We want all members to feel at home at
TH&SC.  The club is there for you to
enjoy not only in during the sailing
season, but during the winter months
as well.

Cheers everyone.   _

Meredith Thomas
WAYS AND MEANS

WOW, FEBRUARY ALREADY!
Soon be warm enough to start
working on the boat in

readiness for Launch Day. Then blissful
days daydreaming in the cockpit with
a nice cold beer after a great sail. What
could be better. Oh no! not that
nightmare again—Work Hours!

Yup, we have all had them. So why
not spare yourself and give a hand
early this year? Bob Prosper will need
help repairing the ravages of winter
and fixing up the docks so we can get
through another season. 

Don Bland will need volunteers to
get the clubhouse and the grounds de-
winterized. We also need Dock
Captains. Let me know if this interests
you.

Hope your boat is sleeping
peacefully through the winter.    _

Beach House spent Christmas in
Rodney Bay, St Lucia but had to
return to Grenada for a visit from

our 16 year old grandson, Jake. The
why of going back to Grenada is a
convoluted story involving airlines and
comfort zones.

As a result Beach House was back in
Grenada on New Year’s Eve. Jake
arrived on January 4th and we had a
wonderful 10 days with him. You can
read all about it at
http://lifeonbeachhouse.blogspot.com

One point of interest is De Big Fish
restaurant in Prickly Bay. A cruiser
hangout with dinghy parking and
happy hours. The night we went over
was to watch Canadian Chiropractor,
Gary “Doc” Adams and his blues
band. 

Doc knows how to rock the house.
When I went up to the bar for my

three Carib beers, price $10EC or
$3.70CDN, I found this couple.

They said they were from TH&SC
in Toronto. Any one know them?

Cheers
Geoff and Pat Craigen
s/v Beach House

A Note From
Beach House
by Geoff Craigen

Jeff and June Ante at Da Big Fish

Doc Adams Band
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Cruiser’s Corner
TH&SC is becoming an

increasingly popular cruising
destination. Our first inbound cruise
request was received in November
2010. Now, only a month into the new
year and we have our list of organized
cruises set for the year.

The 2011 Cruising program, at this
point in time, consists of nine cruises
away from the Club and seven
confirmed into the Club. 

As you can see we have an
ambitious program for this year and
hosts are needed.

Our planned and booked cruises
for 2011 are:

May 21st TH&SC Cruise out to
BPYC—Team Evans host
May 21st BPCY Cruise into TH&SC 
June 11th TH&SC Cruise out to TIM
(Hanlan’s Point)—Host needed
June 18th TH&SC Cruise out to HYC
—Host needed 
June 18th HYC Cruise into TH&SC
July 1st TH&SC Cruise out to
APSC—Host needed 
July 1st PCYC Cruise into TH&SC
July 9th  TH&SC Cruise out to
LSYC—Team Johnston host
July 9th LSYC Cruise into TH&SC 
July 16th TSCC Cruise into TH&SC 
July 23rd EYC Cruise into TH&SC
July 30th–Aug 1st TH&SC Cruise into
Youngstown NY—Host needed 
August 20th Race Des Voyageurs—
TH&SC Cruise out to EYC—Host
needed 
August 20th FPYC Cruise into TH&SC
August 27th TH&SC Cruise into PCYC
—Host needed 
Sept 10th TH&SC Cruise into  MCC
—Host needed 

As you can see we have seven
cruises in need of a host. If you are
ready and willing or just willing to
host a cruise please either send me an
email or call to book your spot.  

That’s it for now—back to snow
shoveling and dreaming about boating
in warmer weather.  _

DARTS
Friday
evenings

FRIDAY NIGHT DARTS is back
and will be in operation until the
end of April.

Some people pickup supper on the
way down and have it at the Club. 

We have extra sets of darts so come
down and find out what it’s all about.
We have excellent dart boards and
good company. We are low-key and
most of us are “duffers” too. Our
“good” players are always ready to
coach a newcomer.

Darts is a “low-impact” sport
which won’t help you shed the calories
but you’re on your feet some of the
time which is better than the couch.

Come on down around 7 p.m. for a
few hours. It’s an enjoyable way to end
your week and prepare for a wintery
weekend.    _

Keith Willson

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING

2011 OOD
SCHEDULE
Officer of the
Day (OOD) 2011
sign up list is

available at the
OOD Station as of

January 1st,
2011

EASTER
PARADE

SUNDAY, APRIL 24

Be part of the
Parade
Contact 

Vice Commodore
Bob McComb for

details. 
The kids will love

it!

DON’T FORGET TO SIGN UP for
your four-hour “tour of duty”
as Officer of the Day (OOD).

Look for the sign-up list at the OOD
Station in the clubhouse.    _

Rob Murray
DAY MANAGER
OFFICER OF THE

THE WINTER
GARDENER

from September, 1978

ROSEMARY JOHNSTON graced
the June issue of Spar and Prop
along with some of her

gardening examples.
To prove she is not just a “fair

weather gardener” here she is with her
winter garden.  _
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Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
APRIL issue of
Spar & Prop is
March 31

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is available in
PDF format, readable on a
computer in colour with
Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Available from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca

FEBRUARY! The daylight hours
are starting to get noticeably
longer. The urge to come down

and get started prepping “THE BOAT”
is getting stronger. Please be
considerate of your neighbors, use the
recycle facilities properly and
remember to unplug your electric
cords when you are leaving the club
grounds. 

Any suggestions for tool upgrades
or acquisitions are welcome. We need
some carpentry, plumbing and
electrical work hour jobs done in the
club house. Please email me if you are
available in the next few weeks.   

Once again several members
gathered at the clubhouse to enjoy the
Super Bowl game. It is a bring your
food and beverages, join the band, play
some cards and re-start the fellowship
for the coming year. Mark your
calenders for next year and come down
for a fun afternoon.

Keep warm spring like thoughts,
see you soon....._

Don Bland
PROPERTY MGR.

Nauticals

FOR SALE
BOATEX 8-FOOT

FIBREGLASS TENDER

• Perfect rowing boat. 
• Rated for 2 hp outboard.
• Also a perfect
sailing dinghy for the kids.
• Complete with
Spruce oars, cover, mast,
boom and sail.

$500.00
Contact Keith or Joan Willson
(416) 759-1846 or
Kwillson@Sympatico.ca

FOR SALE

ANCHOR CHAIN

30 feet of 5/16" anchor chain

$50.00

Contact Keith or Joan Willson
(416) 759-1846 or
Kwillson@Sympatico.ca
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IKNOW IT’S FEBRUARY, because
my boss, Richard Taylor, is asking
for my February S&P article. 
Well, if it is truly February, why are

there robins (six to be exact) on my
snow covered front lawn? This past
weekend, Jack Hexham, reported the
same sighting in his backyard. When
Jack told me he had a gaggle of robins
in his yard, I responded, “maybe
they’re flamingos Jack…is it Lorna’s
birthday?” He was dead certain they
were robins—he even went on to
describe them to me. 

Now that I’ve seen them on my
own property, one can only wonder
what’s going on with Mother Nature—
I suspect a defective GPS. Mind you,
the robins did not look at all delighted
to be on my front lawn. After all, it’s
not easy dragging worms out of the
ground at this time of the year. 

I think you would agree that our
winter has been a cold, white one thus
far. That said, I’ve noticed some early
signs of Spring. The squirrels are
unusually active. The birds are
chirping in the trees, and yes, robins in
the backyard. 

However, there are other signs of
Spring, which are exhibited by sailors
at this time of the year. Not to mention
any names, (Randy Boyd and Mike
Smith) have admitted going into the
basement, opening the sail bags to feel
the crisp crinkle of a new sail. Surfing
the Internet for hours looking for just
one more nautical toy that they may
have missed at the boat show. Then
agonizing to justify the purchase to
their better-half. I’ve experience this
phenomenon. One can only interpret
these occurrences as an early sign of
Spring, besides Wiarton Willy saw his
shadow. What more proof do you
need? So, as the snow blows outside,
remember to keep the faith—Spring is
coming.

On another note, our 2011 Events
Calendar is slowly coming together.
Normally, most of the calendar is
booked by now. However, booking
dates without conflict has been a real
challenge this year. I’m certain that it
will all come together in the next week
or so, but at this point, it’s been a tad
frustrating. Sailpast is June 4th this
year. This will be a special Sailpast as
we celebrate our 60th Anniversary.
Tickets will be available at launch. For
your convenience, you can charge your

Greg Smith
REAR COMMODORE tickets on Visa or MasterCard without

a surcharge.
I’m certain you’ve all heard about

our new website. I’m pleased to report
that it is ready to launch. The plan is to
make the new website available at a
temporary alternate site for a week
before directing it to its normal thsc.ca
address. This will allow the
membership to view the many club
photos and address any privacy
concerns before the official launch. Any
privacy concerns should be directed to
myself at rear-commodore@thsc.ca. 

I want to thank Mike Montgomery
for all the many hours of work he put
into this project. Mike has done a
splendid job on our site. I’m certain
you will be pleased with the new fresh
look and its content. 

Furthermore, I wish to thank Chris
Hanson for his graphics contribution.
Chris’s 60th Year graphic is especially
beautiful. Chris never disappoints with
his work. It’s not an easy task coming
up with a site that strikes a balance.
Mike and Chris have managed to do
so. We are fortunate to have their
expertise on this project. 

In the coming days, I will be
sending out an email to the
membership inviting you to view our
new site. If you have any comments or
concerns, please direct them to 
rear-commodore@thsc.ca

That’s all the news for now, more
to follow in the coming weeks.
Remember, the Club needs your help.
Our Social Committee is actively
looking for volunteers to help organize
our events. Contact myself or Laurie
Prosper for more information.

Greg Smith
N43_ 39.610 W79_ 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day    _

WINTER AT THE
BEACH
Photos by 

Chris Hanson
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Eric Muff has been missing for too long. This tale is one of my favourites. It is reprinted from
the December 1994 issue of Spar and Prop…Rich Taylor, Editor

Continued on page 9
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Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Motherʼs Day

Victoria
Day

Memo-
rial Day

LAUNCH DAY

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

May 2011

31

Passover
Good
Friday

Easter
Parade

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 28 29 30

31

April 2011

26 27

TIME TO WORK ON YOUR CHECKLIST OUR 60TH ANNIVERSARY THIS YEAR

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

St.
Patrickʼs Day

Daylight
Savings
Time begins

Spring
begins

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 31

March 2011

29 30

Chi-
nese
New Year

Valen-
tineʼs
Day

WOW—
Women
on the Water

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28

February 2011

HAVE YOU HUGGED YOUR BOAT THIS MONTH? TIME TO PLAN YOUR PRE-LAUNCH CHORES

LAUNCH DAY IS MAY 7


