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How do we tell this is a club job?
Five men working, only one watching



TH&SC Annual General Meeting—Sunday, 4th December—It’s important that
everyone attend.
New Year’s Levee—Sunday, January 1st—Join us at the clubhouse for a light
lunch and good companionship.
Toronto International Boat Show—January 20–29, 2017

LAUNCH DAY—MAY 6, 2017
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Toronto Hydroplane and
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COMMODORE
Greg Smith
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email: gd-smith@sympatico.ca

PAST COMMODORE
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(416) 822-8476
email: blandone@hotmail.com
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Claude Soulodre
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George Tsapoitis
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Jamie Carroll
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Richard Coutts
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email: rustypickuptruck@hotmail.com
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Keith Willson
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WAYS AND MEANS
Dave Johnston
(416) 465-0981

email: waysand means@thsc.ca
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Lynda de Jonge van der Halen

(416) 284-3903
lynda.dejongevanderhalen@gmail.com

RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Peter Martyn

(416) 822-4345
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TH&SC Website—www.thsc.ca

Calendar

TH&SC—20 Ashbridgeʼs Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario  M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
EDITOR—Richard Taylor, 51 Brigadoon Crescent, Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3C2—(416) 293-4340

Toronto
Boat Show

January 20th to 29th

Go to the torontoboatshow.com
web site and join the Captain’s Club

for reduced  admission prices

New Year’s Levee
Sunday, January 1st
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Come and join us at the Clubhouse
for refreshments and good company.

Also a good time and place to transfer the
kids after a parent’s night out.
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Greg Smith

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

IT IS hard to believe that
my first year of service is
coming to a close, the year

has flown by with remark-
able speed. 

All in all, the year has
seen success for the club on many
levels. This is not to say we have not
had our share of issues. As with all
sailing clubs, the challenges come in
many forms. Some, not so surprising,
while others present themselves as a
bolt from the blue requiring a quick
response. I want to assure the
membership, that the Board has been
doing its best to ensure that it’s
decisions this year were both
consensus based and fair. The
Executive and membership of this club
give many hours to ensure that the
club continues to provide a true “value
for money” experience. Without doubt,
we still remain one of the most
affordable clubs on the lake.

Of course, none of the things that
make our club great would have been
possible without the hard work and
sacrifices made by so many in our club.
The club cannot function without its
small army of less visible but regular
volunteers and committee members
who offer so much of their free time
and resources. Too many to mention
and the risk of missing anyone, we all
know who you are and we see the
contribution that you make. You’ve
been there in the construction of the
new canopy, painting of the interior of
the clubhouse, the maintenance of our
beautiful gardens, making lunches for
the seawall crew—the list goes on.

This leads me to say a sincere
thank you to the Board. They offer up
more time that you can imagine to
make all this come together and
function. 

I want to thank Don Bland, our
Past Commodore, for his help,
guidance, reliability, wit and many
years of service on the Board. Thank
you sir.

To our esteemed Vice Commodore.
Claude Soulodre, thank you for your
thoroughness and precision. The
position of Vice Commodore can be
challenging to say the least and thank
you for stepping up for another term.
It has been a real pleasure working
with you. 

On to Glen Eddie. This year, Glen
has put in an extraordinary number of
personal hours as our Rear

Commodore. The position of Rear is
responsible for the programs that are
indeed the heart of the club. Without
our programs, the club is just a place to
moor one’s boat. I personally can attest
the effort and dedication it takes to
keep the programs alive. This year,
Glen and Lynda’s Social team donated
endless hours producing our club
events. Their fiscal restraint made a
positive impact on the 2016 budget.
Glen, thank you for stepping up once
again as our RC. Congratulations on a
job well done sir.

To Tom Monson, our outgoing
Harbour Master. Your dedication to the
biggest club project in years, is
extraordinary. The sea wall is a huge
undertaking. It’s important we
recognise the number of personal
hours you’ve committed to this project
while juggling the on-call hours of
your paying job. The progress made by
you and the sea wall team is
remarkable. Special thanks to Bob
Prosper as your lead hand on the
project. Tom, you have done your time
on the Board. You are now free to enjoy
the leisure side of the club—once the
wall is complete, of course!

To our rookie Property Manager,
George Tsapoitis. You have taken
challenging projects head-on. Tackling
the issues of an aging infrastructure is
not easy work. Your first year, is
always the toughest while you learn
the duties that fall under the portfolio.
Be assured that it gets easier in year
six. I know that George has ambitious
projects for 2017 and will be looking
for help and support to complete them.
If you are looking for club work hours,
George is the man to talk to. George,
thank you for all your efforts and time
this year for a job well done. 

Next, on to our club Treasurer Bill
Comerford. It has been a real pleasure
working with you this year. Your
ability, dedication, and countless hours
spent not only on the position as
Treasurer, but, with numerous labour
intensive club projects you take on as if
it were all in a day’s work. Your
abilities will be missed. Thank you for
your professionalism and keeping the
spreadsheet balanced. Enjoy your new
found freedom and thank you once
again for the excellent job you’ve done
over the past two years.

To Joan Willson, the Executive
Board’s den mother. Joan works
tirelessly in her position of club
Secretary. Her understanding of the
club’s history reminds even the

veterans on the board why and how
things should be done. Joan, you are a
wealth of information. It’s been said
before, but I’ll say it again you are a
gem. Thank you for your dedication.

We have elected two new
Executive Board members. Your new
Treasurer, Allan Jones and Harbour
Master, Paul Evans. Thank you for
stepping up. I have known these
gentlemen for several years, I know
their dedication to this club and look
forward to working with you in the
new year. 

A quick update on our 2016 AGM.
First and foremost, the 2017 budget
was passed without opposition. In my
opinion, I believe the acceptance of the
new budget demonstrates we, as a
club, are committed to continuing this
conservative financial discipline which
allows us to concentrate on infra-
structure maintenance and
improvement to ensure the long term
health of the club facilities.

The development of a five year
strategic plan is underway for the first
part of 2017. To quote the brilliant
author, Will Rogers, “Even if you are
on the right track, you’ll get run over if
you just sit there.” Over the course of
the year, I’ve had good conversations
with many club members about the
future of the TH&SC. In my humble
opinion, I believe our club has reached
a point where we need to have open
and honest dialogue about our
strengths, weaknesses, opportunities
and threats. There are many challenges
facing sailing clubs in around the GTA.
We too face some of the same issues. A
five year plan is not just a capital plan
to establish the club’s facility needs,
but a strategic plan which helps to
establish and support our capital
decisions that may be needed, amongst
the other programs that help to keep
the club vibrant and allowing it’s
continuance. Over the next few
months, we plan to send out a series of
survey’s to the membership. The goal
is to distinguish between where we are
today, and where it could be in the
future. I look forward to your
participation.

In the meantime, I want to take
this opportunity to wish you and yours
a very Merry Christmas, Happy
Holidays and all the best in 2017. See
you at the New Year’s Levee.

Greg Smith
N43° 39.610 W79° 18.812
Same Spot /Different Day   _
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DARTS
Most Fridays

We gather at the clubhouse
about 7 p.m.

Come and unwind after your
week by throwing darts

No experience necessary
Everyone welcome

We have darts to lend
We start again in January
on Friday January 6, 2017

Glen Eddie
REAR COMMODORE

Claude Soulodre
VICE COMMODORE

WELL, HELLO, all my
little snow
monkeys!! We’ve

reached that time of year
when the 2016 sailing season
seems like the memory of a
gently fading wake. But y’all know
what that means? 

It means that 2017, and the
promise of a new sailing season, is just
round the corner! Now, in light of this
‘new phase’, you and I should really
have a little talk. About the changes
you might be feeling. Don’t worry, it’s
perfectly normal to be feeling these
special feelings. And the most
important thing is that you tell your
big daddy Vice-Commodore all about
it. 

Sooooo, are you changing your
boat? Are you choosing not to launch
in 2017? Are you moving, or changing
your email address, or reconsidering
your preferred brand of shapewear?
Well, for that last one, please see Glen
Eddie, as I understand he has some
gitch from Awards Night that he is
looking to unload. But for any other
changes, please let me know ASAP so
that I can invoice you right.

On that note, please remember that
your invoices will be emailed before
the end of December, so if New Year’s
Day rolls around and you haven’t
received yours, you must contact me.
And if I don’t have a valid email for
you, your invoice will be pinned to the
bulletin board before Jan 1, so come on
down to the New Year’s Levee and
pick yours up!

Lastly, as discussed at the AGM,
we are requiring all sailing members
with boats on the property to add
TH&SC as a “Named Insured” on your
boat insurance policy. This is standard
practice at many sailing clubs across
the GTA, and costs you zip. A form
letter will be provided with your
invoice so that you can do this easily.
And if you have any questions about
this, please get in touch with me. I will
answer you as soon as I’m done this
heere... Uh, quite tasty, weeeee li’l
holiday drinkie... Sweet satin
Santapants, that (hic) hits the spot!

Happy holidays, everyone!!   _

fiberglass repair on Shadow. If you have
experience with fiberglass and wish to
use this towards your 2017 work hours
please email me at
geddie@torkinmanes.com

I would also like to thank Tom
Monson and Bill Comerford who have
finished their respective terms on the
executive. Great work and I appreciate
everything you brought to the table. 

As with past years, I would like to
thank Janina and my kids who have
been so supportive of me continuing
on with the role of rear commodore.
Thanks family. That said, next year will
be my last year as Rear Commodore so
be prepared!!!!! I intend to go out on a
high note. Get ready for the dancing
girls and fireworks!

Lastly check page 5 of the Spar and
Prop to see the list of all of the 2016
Award Winners. 

See you next year.   _

NORMALLY, I start by
saying how fast the
year went, but with

the US election, Brexit,
terrorist acts abroad, not to
mention the economy, global
warming and all other large
concerns—I am exhausted. 2016 was
too much work! I need to go sailing.

Regarding life at the club, all
things considered I think the year went
really well. The racing program is
strong (although we must remain ever
vigilant to keep it so), the social events
continue to be well attended, and
cruising fleet continues with as
passionate a base as ever. 

As always, life at the club requires
work from the membership. It takes
too many people to thank to make it a
success. That said, I would especially
like to thank Lynda and Peter de Jonge
van der Halen, Doris Bradley, the
Craigans,  John Greenham, John
Morris, Catherine Ward, the Resendes,
Mike and Eva Baker, Jamie Carroll,
Richard Coutts, Doug Claridge, Dave
Craddock, Joan and Keith Willson and
Tony Labatt, as well as, all the others
that kept us moving forward. 

Without you and the many others
that help out, we wouldn’t have a
racing, cruising, and social
program. With all honesty, I am
impressed with all of you and from the
bottom of my heart, well done and
thanks.

Now a brief review of Awards
night. Who was that gorgeous woman
in the blue dress? We have to make her
a member. Thanks to everyone who
help make the night a success, many of
which are already set out above. 

Ok, now onto next year. First, I
would like to thank Jamie Carroll who
has agreed to stay on as Race Captain
for 2017 (at least he hasn’t said he has
quit yet). I would like to thank Keith
and Joan Willson who have agreed to
keep running the cruising program
until someone steps forward. Come on,
we know you are out there. If anyone
would like to take over the Cruising
Captain position, I know that the
Wilsons would reluctantly agree to (yet
still happy to do so) hand over the
reins. Please contact me or Joan/Keith
if this is something that tickles your
fancy.

On a serious note, we need
someone to complete a minor
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TH&SC Race Results
WEDNESDAY SERIES
Division 2
Div. Div.
Rank Boat Name Pts 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

1 Dark ʻnʼ Stormy 10 DNC 1 1 1 (2) 1 DNC 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 DNC

2 Legacy 21 DNC 2 DNC 2 3 2 1 (5) 2 DNC 2 3 2 (3) 2
3 Figment II 29 1 4 DNC 4 4 (5) 3 2 (6) DNC 4 4 DNC 2 1
4 Missee Lee 34 DNC 3 DNC 3 1 DNC DNC DNC 4 DNC 5 2 4 DNC DNC

Windchaser DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 3 DNC 3 3 DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC

Emrys DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 4 2 4 5 DNC 3 DNC 3 DNC DNC

Waypoint One DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 4 6 6 2 DNC DNC 5 6 3
Catalyst DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 3 6 DNC DNC 4 DNF

Copper Moon DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 5 DNC

Division 3
1 Gemini 27 2 3 DNC (8) 2 1 3 (7) 2 (8) 4 4 2 (9) 4
2 Let It Be 29 4 2 (5) 5 5 (7) (8) 2 (8) 3 1 2 3 (6) 2
3 Skookumchuk 31 3 4 6 DNC 1 3 2 4 1 6 DNC (6) 1 7 DNC

4 Blue Sky 32 (7) (6) 4 3 4 2 DNC 3 4 (7) 3 3 4 2 DNC

5 Iggy 34 1 7 1 (10 (9) 9 6 DNC 5 1 2 DNC DNC 1 1
5 Sassy II 34 (9) 5 3 2 DNC 6 1 DNC 6 2 5 1 (8) 3 DNC

7 Crackerjack 41 5 1 2 (9) 6 4 5 1 7 DNC 6 7 DNC 7 DNC

8 El Sueno 72 6 8 9 6 3 8 9 6 10 DNC DNC DNC 7 DNC DNC

Trevor Kane DNC DNC DNC 1 10 5 7 DNC 3 DNC DNC DNC 5 10 DNC

Connemara DNC DNC 7 7 8 10 4 DNC DNC 5 7 DNC DNC 8 5
Little Feat DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 10 5 11 DNC DNC 9 DNC DNC 3
Watermark 8 9 8 4 7 DNC DNC DNC DNC 4 DNC 8 DNC DNC 6
Hebb Tide DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC DNC 8 9 DNC 8 5 6 5 DNC

(  ) = Thrown out    DNC = Did Not Compete

WEEKEND RACES
Icebreaker
1 Let It Be
2 Skookumchuk
3 Dark ‘n’ Stormy
4 Trevor Kane
5 El Sueno
6 Sassy III

Dufferin Bell Buoy
1 Skookumchuk
2 Trevor Kane
3 El Sueno
4 Legacy
5 Let It Be
6 Connemara
7 Hebb Tide
8 Missee Lee
9 Serendipity

Circle of Life
1 Dark ‘n’ Stormy
2 Iggy
3 Let It Be
4 El Sueno
5 Connemara

Race des Voyageurs
1 Legacy
2 Dark ‘n’ Stormy
3 Trevor Kane
4 Dragon Fyre II
5 Blue Sky
6 El Sueno
6 Missy Lee
8 Connemara1
9 Brian Pelkey
10 Serendipity

Frostbite
1 Let It Be
2 Dark ‘n’ Stormy
3 Connemara
4 Catylist

Bluffer’s 
1 Dark ‘n’ Stormy
2 Faulkner boat
3 Windhoek
4 Legacy
5 Watermark
6 Connemara
7 El Sueno6
8 Sassy II
9 Little Feet

TROPHY WINNERS
Racing
Ice Breaker Let It Be
Circle of Life Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Race des Voyageurs

Legacy
Dufferin Bell Buoy

Skookumchuk
Bluffer’s Challenge

Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Frostbite Race Let It Be
Overall Series Winner Div II

Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Summer Blast Gemini
Series I Div II Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Series I Div III Crackerjack
Series II Div II Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Series II Div III Skookumchuk
Series III Div II Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Series III Div III Let It Be
Overall Winner Div II

Dark ‘n’ Stormy
Overall Winner Div III

Gemini

Club Trophies (non-racing)
See page 10
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Lynda de Jonge van der Halen
SOCIAL CHAIR

SOCIAL UPDATE
Haulout 2016

A safe haulout
weekend, always good
news, with comfortable weather except
for some rain on Sunday morning,
with some layout modifications due to
the next round of sea wall building.

Our members were well fed each
day by our enthusiastic kitchen team.
Thank you Haulout kitchen team! 

Lorraine, Marcel, Annie, Sylvie,
Edge, Lena, Rebecca, Remy, Sandra,
Helen, Laurie, George, Ramona

Our members were well served
with beverages, hot and cold breakfast
offerings, snacks, an appetizing hot
meal at lunch time, and fresh baked
cookies and sandwiches in the
afternoon. Your cheerful smiles were
also appreciated. Special thanks to
Lorraine, Marcel and Annie who put in
many additional hours on Friday and
Monday. Lorraine and Helen also
worked both Saturday  and Sunday.
On Saturday we  had some helpers
doing various cleaning and organizing
jobs such as eliminating the clutter in
the hall closet, washing and rehanging
all the shower curtains, and tidying up
Social supplies.

The unseasonably warm weather
may have affected appetites as fewer
hot lunches were purchased than in
past years. Thank you to those
members who did remember to bring
change and small bills for food and
drink purchases.
Awards Night. 

Sixty club members gathered to
celebrate boating and the achievements
of sailing and cruising members and
TH&SC ‘work’ in several forms,
including photography. Rich Taylor
was our ‘press’ photographer as guests
arrived on the red carpet and
throughout the evening. A sharp
contrast in dress from the more
practical garb worn for cleaning hulls
or building a seawall or prepping food
in he kitchen! This year’s Social Award,
aka hospitality award, was presented,
in absentia, to Geoff, Pat and Chris
Craigen who have contributed in
numerous ways, once again, to the
success of TH&SC events this year. A
sincere thank you to the Craigens and
all the other people who helped make

our events successful and popular with
members of all ages. 
Looking back

A special thank you to Doris
Bradley who spear-headed the
innovative menus, from scratch, and
for the prep for three popular events.
Thank you to all the members who
chopped, stirred, served, assembled,
and cleaned throughout the year in
order to keep the social scene lively at
TH&SC. We are so pleased with the
convenient and stylish storage units,
thanks to Ron and George.
Looking forward

If you have ideas or suggestions to
share for Social events in 2017, please
contact Lynda. Perhaps a theme for
Sailpast or Awards Night or even
something completely new! An event
planning session for 2017 is planned
for January. Please let Lynda or Glen
know if you are interested in
attending. Perhaps you prefer to be
involved at an actual event rather than
at the planning stage. NEW HELPERS
ALWAYS WELCOME! Just sign up
when the jobs are posted in March and
throughout the year. From the Levee in
January to Awards Night and the
Children’s Christmas Party in
November.

As always, the success of events is
due to a team effort and by the
attendance of members, guests and
visiting boaters. Thanks to our fearless
leader, Glen Eddie who rolls up his
sleeves literally and figuratively and
keeps things lively behind the scenes!

Please plan to attend the
traditional TH&SC Levee on January 1,
2017, from 1 to 4 p.m. Come in out of
the cold! Light refreshments and a
salute to the new year! An opportunity
to mingle with long term members and
recent newcomers, without a tool or
sail or load of supplies in your hand.
Cat Rescue

A donation has been made to the
Toronto Humane Society from Toronto
Hydroplane and Sailing Club, in
honour of Greg Smith and
Laurie Prosper for their
rescue of a kitten in Lake
Ontario on Labour Day
weekend. FYI, As the kitten
had an identifying chip, it
was eventually returned to
its owner.  _

SEASON’S GREETINGS!
First off, I would like to

thank all the skippers and
crew for their participation in
the Wednesday night and weekend
races making it yet another great year
of racing! We cannot have a successful
season without you!

Many thanks to the race
committee, in particular Richard
Coutts and those who volunteered to
help out on Shadow; a special thanks to
Rear Commodore Glen Eddie, for the
endless hours organizing racing,
cruising and social events and to
Lynda de Jonge van der Halen and her
crew for putting the many events
together; to Bruce Bateman, chief
handicapper, and a thank you to all the
other members who lend a hand to
help make racing an integral part of
TH&SC!  

Awards Night was again well
attended and I would like to
congratulate all the racers for their
participation and accomplishments!

Racing is important to the club! We
would really like to see more of you
getting out for the Wednesday night
and/or weekend races. If you would
like more information on the racing
program or if you have any questions
or recommendations for the coming
season, please contact either Glen
Eddie or myself.

I would like to wish you all a
Merry Christmas and all the best in
2017!

See you on the water in 2017! _

Jamie Carroll
RACING CAPTAIN
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A SINCERE
THANK YOU

by Rosemary & Dave

EACH YEAR that goes by at our
club sees many volunteers doing
their part to make TH&SC a

better place. May it be fixing a
dishwasher, building a sea wall,
looking after the pump out, providing
food, gardening, mowing lawns or
sitting on a committee. Most of us do
what is required. Others go above and
beyond. Typically we are thanked for
our work in some way. May it be a
shoutout at a club function, a free t-
shirt, a slap on the back or a photo in
the Spar and Prop.

Sometimes though, when you do
the same job year in and year out you
become invisible. Somewhat like
Santa’s Elves. We know that the toys
will be under the tree on Christmas
morning and Santa gets all the credit
but we forget the Elves that made
them, and put the smiles on our faces!

In this case the elf is Rich Taylor.
Rich is the type of guy that will not
look for publicity. Rich is always on the
job. While we go about our holiday
business, Rich is compiling, editing
and publishing our Spar and Prop.
You’ve probably seen him at the club,
camera ready, and he’s always smiling!

I would ask that the next time you
have a fully charged glass in hand that
you raise a toast to Rich Taylor
accompanied by a resounding
THANK-YOU!   Thank YOU!—Rich

Merry Christmas Rich!
Rosemary and Dave Johnston 
Wildrose _

Dave Johnston (Two Bits)
WAYS AND MEANS

Not much to report.
Still waiting to get
hours reported from

some key people. Will have
the final hours worked out
before Xmas. Those owing time will be
invoiced. Have an enjoyable and safe
holiday and a healthy and prosperous
new year.   _

WRITING my last
report in the Spar and
Prop, started me

thinking of my past two years
as Harbour Master. The first
thing that came to mind was
just how quickly the time went by and
how much I enjoyed the job. Getting
ready for my first launch, then on the
big day instead of launching, spending
the day watching four 200 ton cranes
try to right the 250-ton crane that ate
our fork lift. Then before I knew it, it
was time for haul out. Trying to fit the
different size boats into our yard
became the TH&SC’s version of the
Rubix Cube. 

Then as soon as the boats were
settled in their cradles we started to
build the first section of the sea wall.
It’s not often that one get a chance to
revisit a career that they loved.
Building the sea wall took me back to
my years in construction as a project
manager, some of the happiest years of
my life. 

My two years as Harbour Master
has taught me many lessons in dealing
with different people as I tried to
accommodate everyone. I learned that
in some cases you can’t please
everyone. This is where I started to
learn about diplomacy for the first
time. I believe I have come a long way
in this and consider my self as a
diplomat in training.   

As you all know, Paul Evans is the
new Harbour Master and got off to an
early start. The reason this years’ haul
out went so well, was that Paul
jumped in and organized the whole
thing as I was putting in crazy hours at
work. Paul is obviously a very fast
learner and I believe the members and
their boats will be in good hands. 

Thank you to all the members who
have helped me do our best to keep
our aging docks in repair and build
two sections of sea wall. Thank you for
having faith in me and allowing me to
have the best job in the best sailing
club in Toronto. _

Tom Monson
HARBOUR MASTER

AS I LEAVE the posi-
tion of Treasurer I
would like to acknow-

ledge those who have
assisted me over the past two
years. Joan Willson, Secretary,
Paul Evans, Receiving Officer, David
(Two Bitts) Johnston, Ways and Means
and Mani Mamone, Bookkeeper. Thank
you. Without your help and guidance
the job of Treasurer would have been
exceedingly difficult and time
consuming. I would also like to thank
Sylvie, Joanne, Sandy, Phil and Larry
for volunteering to assist with the
yearly audits. To my fellow Board
members, I will miss our monthly
gatherings and the good-humoured
exchanges that inevitably resulted in a
productive, unified path for the club.

My term has gone by in a flash.
Looking back, the club has changed
considerably in those two years. We
are well into a major infrastructure
upgrade and we have many new faces
amongst our membership. As always
at TH&SC, it has been the extra-
ordinary effort of our members that
has allowed for so many potentially
costly projects to be completed within
or under budget. We really get great
mileage out of our budget dollars. 

A few weeks ago, 23 volunteers
(and a few kitchen helpers) turned out
on a wet, cold Saturday to assist with
the installation of the seawall piles.
That’s nearly 25% of our sailing
members and describes everything you
need to know about our club. Well
done all. The future of TH&SC looks
bright.

Congratulations and thank you to
Alan Jones. As the incoming Treasurer,
you and your team will get to know
the inner workings of the club and its
members in a whole new light. I mean
that in a very positive way. Our club
truly is special.  

Finally, to the members, thank you
for placing your trust in me. The job
has been both challenging and
rewarding. I have enjoyed it
immensely. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all.   _

Bill Comerford
TREASURER
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AWARDS NIGHT— SOCIETY PAGE
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AWARDS NIGHT—THE WINNERS
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TROPHY WINNERS
Club Trophies (non-racing)
Ways and Means—Tony Resendes
Most Improved Skipper—

Karen Clark
Photo of the Year—

Mike Wheatstone
Cruiser of the Year—

Paul and Marie Evans
Land Cruiser Trophy—

Keith and Joan Willson
Marks Trophy—Doris Bradley and

Lynda de Jong van der Halen
Problems Overcome—Tony Labatt
Race Committee “C” Cup—

Dave Craddock
Social Committee Award—

The Craigen Family
Golden Spatula Award—A-Dock _

Nauticals

1977 Hunter 25
$5,000. OBO

Good shape, this starter
cruiser / racer comes

complete with Head, all
sails—new main never used
new jenny used a few times

9.9 Johnson motor
steel folding cradlle
health forces sale

Call Bill Middleton
416  690 8060

reddraco@sympatico.ca

The passenger steamer SS Warrimoo was quietly knifing its way through the
waters of the mid-Pacific on its way from Vancouver to Australia.
The navigator had just finished working out a star fix & brought the master, 
Captain John Phillips, the result. 
The Warrimoo’s position was LAT 0º 31’ N and LON 179 30’ W.  The date was
31 December 1899.
“Know what this means?” First Mate Payton broke in, “We’re only a few miles
from the intersection of the Equator and the International Date Line”.  
Captain Phillips was prankish enough to take full advantage of the opportunity for
achieving the navigational freak of a lifetime. 
He called his navigators to the bridge to check & double check the ships position.
He changed course slightly so as to bear directly on his mark.  
Then he adjusted the engine speed. The calm weather & clear night worked in
his favor.
At midnight the SS Warrimoo lay on the Equator at exactly the point where it
crossed the International Date Line! The consequences of this bizarre position
were many: 
The forward part (bow) of the ship was in the Southern Hemisphere & the 
middle of summer. 
The rear (stern) was in the Northern Hemisphere & in the middle of winter.  
The date in the aft part of the ship was 31 December 1899. 
Forward it was 1 January 1900.
This ship was therefore not only in two different days, two different months, two
different years, two different seasons  but in two different centuries—all at the
same time! 

Researched by Gerry McManus

HAPPY NEW YEAR
to one and all.

Hope you had a good
year. Trust 2017 will be as
good or better for us all.
Seems to me I spend a lot of time just
about every day on club stuff but
nothing momentous enough to
mention in the Spar & Prop. Hope to
see you at the new years levee.   _

Don Bland
COMMODORE
PAST

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

from September, 1978

Judy & Aubrey Millard (Veleda)
Dec. 3, 2016
Hi Folks,
We are currently in the southern Baja
Peninsula of Mexico, enjoying good
sailing and warm weather. We just
bought three lobsters from a local
fisherman for only $9.00 US. Mmmm!
We will postpone the tuna I caught
yesterday for another day. Mmmm!
Rough life!
We are heading southeast down the

peninsula with predominantly north-
west winds, allowing us to sail wing on
wing for ten to twenty hours at a time.
The peninsula is called Baja California
(lower California) and the sea between
it and the mainland is variously called
the Sea of Cortes or Golfo de California,
where we will be spending most of the
winter. The peninsula is 750 nautical
miles from Ensenada to Cabo San
Lucas at the southern end. We are cur-
rently 300 miles from Cabo (Cape) San
Lucas. All is well with us, although we
caught a fisherman’s float in our prop,
and spent a rolly night at anchor until
we could clear it the next day.
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HELLO EVERYONE
and batten down the
hatches, it is being

forecast that we are in for
cold (regular) winter.

Patrick Dunne and
myself replaced the light bulbs
downstairs with LED’s, much
brighter/warmer light. Will replace the
ones upstairs soon too.

Last week we had a new hot water
heater installed where the old one was
in the kitchen. It will eventually be
moved into the furnace room. This is a
high efficiency tankless on demand
type of heater. It only heats water
when we need it. There will be a lag in
hot water delivery to taps/showers etc,
furthest away from the tank. 

When using the dishwasher from
empty, turn the hot water tap on in the
kitchen first, for as long as it takes to
get hot water there. This will allow hot
water to go into the dishwasher. Speak-
ing about the dishwasher, it will be
turned off and emptied over the
winter. If one needs to use it fill it up,
use it, and then empty it and clean it
properly!!

The attic will be emptied next
week in order to re-insulate and adjust
the existing closed cell foam insulation.
And then it will be drywalled. If
anyone needs work hours for this
project please get in touch. 

As most have noticed the parquet
tile in the dining room has swelled and
buckled in places. This is because of
moisture ingress through the back of
the building.

I will be addressing this and laying
a new floor early next year—months
before launch. 

Looking down the road, after
seawall work is completed, we need to
address the club house as a whole. The
new part of the club house is 35 years
old and the old part is over 60 years
old. The exterior board and batten has
shrunk, knots have fallen out and
boards have cracked. Upgrading,
repairing and beautifying the building
will be an ongoing project which, will
require many, many work hours/days
for the membership AND much
money!!!! 

My idea for the exterior is, to have
horizontal siding, either aluminum or
synthetic of some sort. Your ideas on
this are gratefully appreciated. 

Pressing concerns for the interior
are, plumbing, furnace/boiler upgrade
and general cosmetics etc. 

We can all count on taxes and
utilities becoming much more
expensive as the years roll on, therefore
we need to continue to be cost
conscious on the club equipment. 
Spring agenda as follows: 
• Work on the lawn—we will not be

replacing the grass along the
boardwalk and curb stones will be
placed there instead

• Work on the paving stone pathways
from the clubhouse to the boardwalk 

• Replenish the gravel and grade it
throughout the yard

• Lay new floor in the  the dining
room

• Move hot water heater into furnace
room, which requires new chimneys.

• Up grade the kitchen with new
larger stove with more burners.
Clean up where the water heater is
and extend the counter

• The bobcat will be repaired in the
near future hopefully before the
snow flies.!! 

In closing it has been a full year for
Property and I thank all who
participated and helped out.

Special thank you  to John
Edwards for all he did around the club
this past season...weeks of it actually.

I am still learning and next year
should be an easier stride, hopefully. I
sincerely appreciate and enjoy the club
very, very much and look forward in
keeping things up to snuff and
preserving the legacy of the club!

See You all at the New Year’s
Levee. Gratefully Yours— George.   _

George Tsapoitis
PROPERTY MGR.

Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
FEBRUARY issue of

Spar & Prop is
JANUARY 31

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is emailed to all
members and is available
to all from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca

TH&SC SKI DAY
In decades past TH&SC has had from time to time a SKI DAY. We would gather at a chosen
hill, have a great day of skiing and then to a local establishment for a bit of après ski.

I have been passing the word around and there seems to be a number of TH&SC members
who ski and are interested. How about you?

The questions are when and where. I would think that later in February might work. One
possible destination would Horse Shoe Valley north of Barrie where Neal Classen instructs. I
have not skied there but it seems to have everything that we might want including rentals,
x-country, and places to eat and stay.

I would like to develop a contact list of people who are interested. Please contact me at
jsmallwood@rogers.com

Feel free to voice questions and make suggestions.

Jamie Smallwood

P/T 647 232 6910



WITH THE END of
the year upon us,
it’s time to wrap up

reciprocals news for 2016.
A crazy fall, in many

ways, but it sure was a wonderful
summer, wasn’t it? 

Hot, yes, but often breezy enough.
A few stormy days (one memorable
race night, I heard!) but generally
great weather. I was lucky enough to
have spent much of it cruising; I hope
others were as fortunate. 

My plan to revisit a lot of our
reciprocal clubs, particularly those on
the American side of Lake Ontario, fell
victim to warm-weather sloth, the
invitingly clear waters around
Waupoos and the strong winds of the
Bay of Quinte. It’s great sailing, even
though those winds seem contrary half
the time.

There were a few changes in
reciprocals over the summer:

Several senior members lobbied
successfully for the reinstatement of
reciprocal privileges with certain
marinas. 

Port Whitby Marina is once again
on TH&SC’s reciprocal list. 

Newcastle Marina, however, is no
longer accepting or offering reciprocals,
the senior members told me.

Of future interest may be the
mooted return of a marina to Oshawa
Harbour, as reported in June by
Oshawa Express. 

Any such development seems to
be three to five years away, although
the Express story indicates that the
City of Oshawa included a general
proposal for a recreational marina in
its settlement agreement for the
takeover of the harbour from the
federal government in 2014. Funding
for the redevelopment, however,
appears to remain a major obstacle.

Some notes from my cruising log,
most of it single-handing in one of the
best summers in decades:

July 13, Wednesday — At 0200, a
sobering awakening: massive gusts
from the west, slamming boats against
the [Coburg] wall ... Most skippers
awake checking lines, etc. [this was the
same squall line that earlier roared
through TH&SC’s Race Night]

July 14, Thursday — 1230 Exit
Murray Canal. Genny only, [partly
furled] at 120% - 5 kts.

July 15, Friday — 1216 Engine on,
genny furled at Forester Is. Whitecaps
surging down Long Reach ... Water
temp 26°C! 1900 – Drink at the Merrill
Inn, but no tables inside. Mosquitos
arrived [driving us away].

July 18, Monday — 0907 Glenora
Ferry – Gusty, 6-6.5 kts. 0913 Loon
dives ½ boat length off port side.
[After rounding Cressy Pt.] 1140 – Seas
building to 3’ - 2 kts with engine at
2000 rpm ... 1305 The Rock abeam in
101’ of water. 1440 Anchored Waupoos
in 9.9 ft ... west wind tugging pretty
hard. A swan family – a pair with five
cygnets – parade on the leeward side.
Anchor holding well, though the boat
that sailed in before me and picked up
a mooring ball left for the marina. 2030
Full moon over Waupoos Is ...
Peregrine dancing at anchor; glad of
fleece jacket.

July 19, Tuesday — Repaired
genny leech line seam ... awl stitching.
Hope it holds [my 1999 genny’s
estimated lifetime was 7-10 years; it
lasted 16 years]. 

July 20, Wednesday — 1830 An
aerial commotion, two terns harassing
a bald eagle. Fresh largemouth bass
dinner aboard Medina [friends’ boat
from BPYC]. 

July 23, Saturday — [Shelley visits
for the weekend] 1500 Under sail (full
main, 120% genny) 5.7 kts. Shelley on
the wheel [tacking across Prince
Edward Bay from South Bay
anchorage and around Waupoos Is.
Best day-sail of the summer.]

July 25, Monday — [back in
Picton] Talked to Declan, a twice
round-the-world sailor (and he’d
taken a Contessa 32 from Ireland to
the Canadian Arctic) ... He’s leaving
his boat on a Picton mooring ball [the
idea grows on me].

July 26, Tuesday — Moorings
available ... #37 rented ... 1355
[finished battening Peregrine] It feels
like boarding a lifeboat. 1405 Abandon
ship... [row dinghy to PEYC]

Aug. 17, Wednesday — Arrive
after train from Guildwood, Cronkie’s
Cab from Belleville. 1430 Dinghy fine
[at PEYC]; Peregrine shipshape on
mooring. 

Aug. 18, Thursday — A fierceness
of biting insects has driven me from
the cool prematurely inside ... the
cabin is still 26°.

Aug. 20, Saturday — [Shelley
drove down] Day trip by car to
Bloomfield ... then on to the Drake

Devonshire for dinner on the lakeside
patio, complete with a wedding party
... Streamed most of the last Tragically
Hip concert on cellphone and tablet.
Emotional.

Aug. 22, Monday — 0845 Off
mooring to PEYC C-dock ... dinghy
wiped, deflated, stowed ... [after fuel
& pumpout] 1020 Exit Picton Harbour
... 1335 [after motoring through
Telegraph Narrows I realized that for
once, I didn’t have a deadline to be
back in Toronto]. Begin tacking across
Big Bay upwind in vigorous [SW]
breeze. 1605 After 19 tacks, I anchor in
Sandy Cove. 

Aug. 23, Tuesday — 0730 Quick
refreshing swim to the anchor buoy
[last dip of the summer – the air was
15°C, water 23°] ... 1325 Tied Presquile
Yacht Club [after standing off for an
hour while they used a floating tractor
to remove heavy weed growth].

Aug. 24, Wednesday — 0645
Departure 0650 Aground (1st buoy is a
green stick, not red – both are black
against the [rising] sun). A heron
watched impassively ... 0714 Atop Salt
Pt. red light: Pair of osprey with a
chick on nest ... 1740 Toronto skyline
in sight thru haze. 1815 Stiff breeze
suddenly heads us ... 1930 Sails furled
in a good swell off Whitby Harbour
after a glorious 6-kt sail.

Aug. 25, Thursday — 0750 Depart
Whitby YC ... 1020 Engine off, 4 kts
full sail. 1200 [tacking under the
Bluffs] The breeze has become a
boisterous Force 3 from the west. 6 kts
... 1305 Final tack to a 5.5-kt close reach
to Ashbridges Bay ... 1340 Tied
TH&SC, Trip: 363 NM [nautical miles].
Hot here! Put up shade. 29°C.

At risk of repeating myself, it was
a wonderful summer.   _
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Peter Martyn
RECIPROCALS 

WHERE ARE THEY
NOW?

from September, 1978

Elizabeth & Chris Hansen
Are in Florida preparing Groovin’ for
another go at the Bahamas.

Jeff Ante
Is on his boat, on his mooring. He’s
promised to do a bit of sailing this
year. 

Peggy & Mike Wheatstone
Will leave in January but to help
friends take their boat to St Martin
where they will board their own
Perigrine.
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Wedding Bells
A letter to TH&SC

I want to thank TH&SC‚— the executive and especially the

members‚— for helping to make my daughter Laura’s wedding

so wonderful. When Laura and Christian decided to get

 married it was their hope that the wedding could be at the

club. Like us, they love the setting by the water and the

friendly atmosphere.

When September 10 finally arrived, the whole event turned

out even better than we had hoped. The weather was

 threatening, but somehow that added to the atmosphere.

Everything came together at the last minute, the minister

 officiated, the rains mostly held off and everyone ate drank

and partied. So many TH&SC members came to join the

 celebration and stayed — we really appreciate your warmth

and support.

The club looks great in the pictures, as you can see. The

non-member guests were all delighted to discover TH&SC and

the compliments were lavish. It was the perfect blend of

dressy and casual that only TH&SC can deliver.

Special thanks go to George, Linda and the other TH&SC

people who contributed. Thanks to the members who

 cheerfully put up with us during the planning and rehearsal

as well as on the day. Laura, Christian, John and I really

 appreciate having the club as part of the extended family.

Catherine Ward

Windhoek II

Mom Cat and Dad Geoff walk Laura 
down the aisle

The rose ceremony

Mom Catherine
and Samantha
(Lauraʼs sister)
ready the bride
on the 2nd floor

Joan Willson
and her
grandsons
looking good!

Reception on the lawn

Will and Amelia Morris with Lee Rixon

The happy couple



Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Daylight
Saving
Time starts

St.
Patrickʼs
Day

Spring
begins

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 30 31

March 2017

28 29

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Valen-
tineʼs Day

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27

February 2017

28

HAVE YOU HUGGED YOUR BOAT THIS WINTER?

WILL YOU BE MY…?

TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT YOUR BOAT 

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.
TH&SC
New
Yearʼs Levee

Boat
Show
starts

Boat
Show
ends

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30

January 2017

31

Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.Sun.

Annual
General
Meeting

Winter
Begins

Christmas
Hanukkah

Boxing
Day—
Kwanzaa

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 29 30 31

December 2016

27 28

DONʼT FORGET THE NEW YEARʼS LEVEE ON JANUARY 1ST

TIME TO TUCK YOUR BOAT AWAY

BOAT SHOW STARTS ON JANUARY ••••


