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Tall ships visit Harbourfront
Spanish Galleon, Boston schooner, Viking longboat



Start Race Series III—Wednesday August 3—A fresh start for Series Awards
Race des Voyageurs + Mimico Cruising Club Reciprocal August 20–21—TH&SC
goes there—MCC comes here. 
Frenchman’s Bay Yacht Club Reciprocal September 3–5—TH&SC goes there—
FBYC comes here. 
Bluffer’s Challenge Race + Corn Roast—Saturday September 3—Race to
Bluffer’s and back then enjoy the Corn Roast…OR come for the Corn Roast. 
4th Dock Brunch—Sunday, September 4—come for brunch. See what last dock
will provide on their way to The Silver Spatula Award.
Frostbite Race—Saturday September 10—The last distance race of the season.
Circle of Life Race—Saturday September 24—Around and around the race
course.
TH&SC Elections—September 26—It’s important that everyone attends.
Cradle Placement—October 8—Parking lot must be kept clear of cars.
Thanksgiving Day Dinner—October 8—Watch for sign-up poster.
HAULOUT—October 15 and 16—All masts down and boats prepared for
 hauling. There may be special information so be alert.
Awards Night—November 12—A great dinner and yearly awards presentations.
Come and cheer the winners.
Kid’s Christmas Party—November 20—Look for signup sheet on the bulletin
board in November.
TH&SC Annual General Meeting—Sunday 4th December—It’s important that
everyone attends.
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HAULOUT
Saturday and Sunday

October 15th and 16th

See bulletin board for your day and
work assignment

Be at the Clubhouse by 7:00 a.m. for
the Harbourmaster’s Meeting

BLUFFER’S RACE
AND CORN

ROAST
Saturday September 3

Come and race then enjoy
good food and
entertainment

or just the Corn Roast
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HOWDY SAILORS!
What a great summer

we are having! I hope you
are l hope you are all
finding time to get out on the water
with friends, family and your fellow
members. I’d ike to extend a warm
welcome to Jeffrey and Angle Hocking
(and Maddie), Ken MacKinnon, Brooks
and Irma Robitaille an Quan Si Kwon,
our newest members of the Club! 

It’s been great to see the high level
of activity at the club this summer, on
the weekends, on race night and even
on those quieter weekday evenings.
While the hustle and bustle of a
Saturday night is always great, many
members are taking advantage of those
low-activity days to go for a pleasant
midweek sail and then enjoy a quiet
dinner on the patio. 

Other board members will have
mentioned this in their report, but we
will be sending out materials for the
upcoming election meeting by email
shortly. If you are not receiving the
club email please send me a note at
vice-commodore@thcs.ca so we can
sort it out. A few hard copies will be
left in the club house by the board as a
fall back.

Happy sailing, and hope to see you
at the Club!    _

Greg Smith

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS

HOW do you like the
2016 sailing season so
far? 

It’s hard to believe it’s
August and our season is
half over. The last few weeks
have produced scorching temperatures,
localized downpours and strong
winds. Those who raced on July 27th
can attest to the heavy wind gusts and
torrential rain. Here’s hoping the
weather Gods produce favorable
conditions for the remainder of our
short sailing season. 

Your Executive Board met
Thursday August the 4th. As usual at
this time of year, club projects seem to
move at a slower pace as members
enjoy family vacations and time on the
water. That said, we have several
projects to complete before the end of
the year—the sea wall being the
biggest project. If you’ve not
completed your mandatory works
hours, there’s no need to panic.
However, I encourage you to check in
with our Ways and Means Officer,
Dave Johnston and sign up for a
project or work party. Please don’t
leave it until December 25th to
complete your work hours!

Our Treasurer’s report is
encouraging. At the time of the report,
it appears our budget is on track as
long as we remain fiscally responsible.
I’ve had many questions from the
membership regarding the new sea
wall project and its completion date.
I’m certain that we agree we want the
project completed as quickly as
possible. Important lessons were
learned from the first phase of the
project. We are anticipating the second
phase should move at a quicker pace.
That being said, construction projects
always seem to bring surprises. It’s
important we factor in costs for the
unexpected. Personally, I’m in favor of
a fiscally conservative approach when
it comes to construction projects for
non profit organizations. 

Over the course of the year, I’ve
attended several Council of the
Commodores meetings. I am surprised
to hear that many smaller clubs are
struggling with budget issues and
some would not be able withstand
unforeseen expenses. Membership
dialogue is important throughout the
year on large projects and should not
be compressed into a short
presentation at the AGM meeting. I

encourage and welcome your thoughts
and comments.

With September just around the
corner, this means TH&SC elections
time. Please mark your calendar for
September 26th. This year we will be
filling the positions of Vice-
Commodore, Treasurer and Harbour
Master. Interested in running for a
position on the executive? Contact our
Past Commodore Don Bland or myself
for additional information on the 2017
board positions. Serving on the
Executive will give you a new insight
into the workings of our great little
club...believe me!

I want to take this opportunity to
thank Glen Eddie, Lynda de Jonge van
der Halen and her wonderful team for
producing this year’s Summer Blast.
The racing was great and the food was
spectacular! Congratulations to Phil
Birkenheier, this year’s winner of the
Ken Deas memorial trophy. 

In closing, I want to take a moment
to acknowledge the labours of
Rosemary Johnston. Rosemary works
quietly in the background keeping the
plants and gardens of the TH&SC
looking absolutely wonderful and
vibrant. Thank you Rosemary for a job
well done!

Enjoy the rest of the sailing season!
Greg Smith
N48.3723 W53.2637
Different Spot /Different Day   _

Claude Soulodre
VICE COMMODORE

Bill Comerford
TREASURER

WOW!  What a great
summer so far. It is
almost time to start

thinking about next year’s
budget. Of course the seawall
project will take centre-stage
once again, but if you have any ideas
for smaller projects, let a member of
the executive know. 

The big two (Property and
Harbourmaster) will be submitting
their wish lists for next year and Greg
Smith and I will be working on a long-
term plan for the club over the next
couple of months, so now may be the
time to make your ideas known. 

We have had a number of new
sailing and crew members join the club
this year which has helped our bottom
line.  Both Sailpast and Summer Blast
were well attended events, so that has
also aided our financial position. Let’s
put 2016 over the top with a good
turnout for the Corn Roast. _

Shadow
FLOTSAM & JETSAM

J24 CLASS NORTH AMERICANS
Port Credit Yacht Club will host the J24
North American championships in
September. It should be a good show.
As well, the World Championships will
be held at PCYC in 2017. 
CANADA’S CUP IN SEPTEMBER
RCYC will host the Canada’s Cup this
year. It will be sailed in 8-Metre boats,
last used in 1954. It will be match
racing, just one Canadian boat and one
American boat. The races will be sailed
September 10 to 14 with some of the
best Canadian and American crews
competing.
HISTORY OF TH&SC
Would you like to look  over a great
part of the history of the Toronto
Hydroplane Club and &SC? Almost all
of the Spar and Prop newsletters from
1966 to present are available for the
asking in PDF format on disk, SD card
or USB key. Contact Rich Taylor at
rwt@ total.net for a free copy.
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HELLO everyone.
What a summer so
far. I hope that

everyone is getting out there
and enjoying the wonderful
weather. Judging by the
number of people down at the club I
think the answer is a definite yes. If
you haven’t been down for a sail, make
sure you do. We all know we will be
regretting not enjoying this summer
come next January.

First, I would like to thank
everyone who attended our Summer
Blast event. Both the racing, the
following dinner and party afterwards
were well attended. As you may know,
all the food at the event was prepared
by members of the club. This helps
keep costs down while providing
everyone with a great culinary
experience. That said, this takes a lot of
work from a lot of members. I would
especially like to thank Doris Bradley
who worked all day and night on
Friday and Saturday to make sure that
we had a wonderful east coast themed
meal for our members and guests. Also
John Morris and his Catherine worked
both days, peeling potatoes, chopping
celery, etc. Same with Andy D’Sylva
and the Craigens (both Geoff and
Chris) who helped out on Friday and
Meredith and Lyndsey Thomas and
Karen Clark who helped out all day
Saturday. I think Meredith and I
cooked more than 200 sausages before
we were finished. Thanks also to Mike
and Eva Baker for their help and as
always thanks to our social lead team
of Lynda and Peter de Jonge van der
Halen who always go out of their way
and give so much to the club. I know I
am missing people but I want you to
know that these events happen only
because of you and we are grateful for
your work.

I would also be remiss if I didn’t
congratulate Phil Berkenheir and the
crew of Gemini for winning the
Summer Blast regatta and as such the
Ken Deas Memorial Trophy for
2016. Thanks also to Richard Coutts
who handled the committee boat.
Great job as always.   

Next up is the Race des Voyageurs
which will be on August 20th with a
stayover at Mimico. This is a racing
and cruising event. I will be hosting
the event so make sure you have extra
stores of Kraft Dinner just in case. If
you ever wanted to try a weekend race

Glen Eddie
REAR COMMODORE and cruising this is the TH&SC version

of a two for one special. You will enjoy
it, I assure you.

Regarding the racing program, we
are looking for someone to assist
Richard Coutts on Shadow for
Wednesday and weekend races. Please
email me at geddie@torkinmanes. if
you are available and we will get you
started. If we do not get someone out
to assist Richard, then we will have to
either supply with a crew member off a
racing boat or cancel the race. 

Lastly, I remind everyone that our
last event will be the Corn Roast on the
Saturday of the Labour Day weekend.
This is always a great event. More to
come but make sure you attend this
event.

See you down at the club.   _

AUGUST, the Ex
starts in a couple of
weeks and summer

is flying past. I hope
everyone is getting the
maximum use out of their
vessels.

The weather has been great, no
excuse for not going out either with a
friend or solo, whether it’s for an hour
or for a day. 
Upcoming election

The terms for your Vice
Commodore, Treasurer and Harbour
Master are finishing this year. Our
Vice, Claude Soulodre, has agreed to
stand for another term. Bill Comerford
and Tom Monson, the Treasurer and
Harbour Master are going to allow
someone else to take the (reins) oops,
the tiller. 

There have been some expressions
of interest for these positions. If you
have an interest, contact me or talk to
them about the responsibility, the time
needed, and the pleasure they get from
making their valuable contribution to
our club.

See you at the club or on the water.
_

Don Bland
COMMODORE
PAST
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ADVENTURES ON
SPINDRIFTER

by Albert Kerek

After Tom Monson’s Catalina 30
(Boomrang’s demise in the Spring, Tom
found her replacement. In mid-August
Tom took delivery of  Spindrifter, a 1987
Catalina 30 in Ludington MI, a small
town on the east coast of Lake Michigan
about 155 miles north of Chicago. After a
few days of provisioning and outfitting
Tom and I set sail for Toronto and
Spindrifter’s new home at TH&SC, a
distance of 780 miles. In the course of
nearly 3 weeks we sailed four out of the
five great lakes and the rivers and canals
that join them. 

Goodbye Ashtabula
September 2nd, 2015
Kingsville, Ontario

At 06:00 the dock was a hub of
activity.  I awoke to the sounds of tow
motors, human voices and seagulls.
Tom and I clambered off the boat
observed by dock workers trying to
imagine who we were and where we
came from. There are days I speculate
about those same questions. The entire
harbour is occupied by ferry docks,
fishing boat docks and wharves for the
handling of sand and gravel. This was
a commercial port, not a place for the
cruising sailor. We found a diner in
town where, over bacon and eggs and
coffee, we recapped events of the
previous day and night. There was the
close call near the Detroit River Light
with the tug and barge, the sighting of
the Coldchester Reef Light and
entering moonlit Kingsville basin
guided by bright green range lights. It
all seemed so romantic and enjoyable
after the fact.

Everything I knew about Lake Erie
I found in Davis’ Cruising Guide to Lake
Erie which describes the north shore as
the neglected coast, where harbours
are either silted and shallow or they
are devoid of facilities and transient
slips. All things considered, we chose
Kingsville that night taking no chances
with accessibility or depth. 

At 07:30 the mayor of Kingsville
hadn’t come around to collect docking
fees, so we motored out eight miles
east to Leamington for fuel and to
pump out.

For the next 2 ? hours we sailed
south down the west side of Point
Peelee making for the Point Peelee
Buoy. Peelee is the southernmost point

of mainland Canada. Rounding the
buoy in this stretch of water is best
avoided at night where sand banks
shift constantly in a busy seaway. But
today, with a 10 to 11 knot west wind
under sunny skies Spindrifter was on a
perfect point of sail making for the
south shore, the developed U.S. side,
where I really wanted to be. Cities like
Cleveland, Erie and Ashtabula are
places I hope someday to visit. 

However, the choice has been
made weeks before. Mark Pearson, our
good friend and fellow sailor, would
meet up with us in Port Stanley to help
us traverse the Welland Canal. With
Peelee Island six miles to the west and
a goodbye to Ashtabula we pointed
north and east making for Rondeau. 

As good as Leamington Marina
turned out, the friendly staff could
offer little helpful info on the north
coast. Eireau, Port Stanley, Port Bruce
and Port Burwell might as well have
been in the South China Sea. At 18:00
we tied up at the expansive visitors
dock in Eireau—a facility as attractive
and welcoming as any we had ever
visited.  The harbour master pointed
Tom and I in the direction of the
Bayside Brewery and all was well.

Today, as I write this at home on
our dining room table, almost a year
has passed. I stare out the window
where rain showers have cooled off a
hot August afternoon and dream of
taking the ferry from Kingsville or
from Leamington to Peelee Island. Or
better still taking my own boat into
Lake Erie for a season of cruising to all
those places. Eireau would be one of
those places—a summer resort town,
barely a four corners with a small
restaurant attached to a variety store
which opens at 06:00 for breakfast.

The menu has a Nautical theme.
Tom ordered the ‘Theodore Tugboat
special’ and couldn’t finish it. I had the
no name fried egg sandwich. A few
vacationers, fishermen and regulars
were already enjoying each other’s
company and the coffee when Tom and
I rolled in. The regulars poured refills
while the owner cooked up breakfast.

Back at the marina, sailors were
out on the dock making preparations,
discussing the where, the when and
the weather forecast. We were ready to
go and on the move, passing through
the Eireau lights at 07:00.

Today was a big day, Spindrifter
was taking on fresh crew. Mark would
be a sight for sore eyes.    _

Editor’s e-mail address is

rwt@total.net
b    b    b    b

The Deadline for the
OCTOBER issue of

Spar & Prop is
SEPTEMBER 30

b   b   b   b

Spar and Prop is emailed to all
members and is available
to all from our website.

Website address is

www.thsc.ca

Peter de Jonge van der Halen
DAY MANAGER
OFFICER OF THE

I’M HAPPY to report that
our Officer of the Day
program continues to

successfully introduce
visitors to our club, and
provide docking assistance. We will
have completed 61 OOD shifts to the
beginning of August.

We have run into some minor
glitches, such as the flags not being
raised at the beginning of the shift and
the OOD Checklist not being
completed or returned to the
designated clipboard behind the right
door of the OOD station. This causes
delays for subsequent OOD shifts.  

Early in July, with the help of an
email blast from Greg, all the
remaining season OOD timeslots have
now been filled.

Peter de Jonge van der Halen, 
416-284-3903 
TH&SC OOD Manager   _
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Lynda de Jonge van der Halen
SOCIAL CHAIR

SUMMER BLAST 2016
was a success!!!

Here are just some of
the people who made this
event happen. Our own

Executive chef Doris Bradley provided
an outstanding East coast menu with
oyster shucking by new member Bryan
Pelkey who recruited others to speed
up the process. Thanks to all who
helped out, from two days of prep to
even an hour or just pitching in!

Summer Blast was a success on the
water and in the kitchen, and on the
patio and dance floor. Even the
weather cooperated this year for

Summer Blast. Summer Blast hats and
shirts sold quickly. Great colour! See
Glen if you missed out; he may have
some still available.

Save the date for our next big
event, the annual corn roast on
Saturday September 3 (Labour Day
weekend). More details elsewhere in
Spar and Prop and by email blast in

August. A family event!
A race as well. And the
final dock breakfast on
Sunday morning in the
Silver Spatula
challenge.   _

CANADA DAY

CANADA DAY

CANADA DAY—
WINDY DAY

SUMMER BLAST REGATTA

SUMMER BLAST REGATTA
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AHOY! Hope everyone
is enjoying the
splendid summer we

are having to date! 
So far this year the winds

have been pretty consistent
and we have only two races at this
point to make up in September. One
race due to lack of wind (as in a typical
‘windless Wednesday’) and the other
due to a fairly serious storm that was
hanging out over the Bluffers Basin
that decided to come west instead of
heading east, as forecasted…bringing
with it torrential rain and big wind
(50 knots +)! The fleet managed to
make it in safely, but only after being
totally drenched! Oh…the spirit of
racing! 

I would also like to comment on
how well the races are being attended
with often 15-17 boats out on
Wednesday evenings and on the long
distance races. Let’s keep the
attendance up and make this one of the
best seasons yet.

“Summer Blast” was another great
success this year with a turnout of a
total of 14 boats racing for the Kenny
Deas Trophy. Congratulations to
Gemini, skippered by Phil Birkenheir,
the top boat in the shortened two-race
series. Skookumchuck, skippered by Rich
Taylor finished a very ‘close’ second,
followed by Legacy, skippered by
‘Dancing Jack’ Hexham in third place.

Many thanks to all the participants
and to the Rear Commodore Glen
Eddie and his faithful crew for
organizing another great regatta with
excellent food, beverages and
entertainment. 

Up next in the long distance race
series is the Race des Voyageurs on
August 20th, followed by The Bluffers
Challenge & Corn Roast on September
3rd, Frostbite Race on September 10th
and the Circle of Life Race on
September 24th. Wednesday night
series races continue until August 26th
followed by the makeup races. 

Lots of racing left so let’s get out
there and enjoy the rest of the racing
season!

Cheers!   _

Jamie Carroll
RACING CAPTAIN

HOWDY folks...this
has been a good
sailing season thus

far.
Thanks to Patrick Lyon

for Lead Handling the new
tent we have on the patio. About 12 or
so (mostly seniors) showed up to help.
And the whole day went very well
thanks to all those Spirited Seniors.!

KCee (Karen Clark of Scamp fame)
provided the mural of the ocean scene
and adds to the ambiance. We are all
grateful for her contribution(s).

Geoff Craigen was on hand to put
the mural up. He had to burn holes
with a soldering iron in order to put
the brass grommets in. That’s how
tough the mural is.

And of course John Edwards had a
hand in all this too. He has been pretty
busy around the club this season
(needs the exercise), a man called
Friday.

The garden beds are looking great
except for the weeds. Would anyone at
the club care to take over weed
control? I have been at the club nearly
four years and am very very thankful
for Rosemary Johnston’s consistent and
beautiful hands/heart tending the
gardens..! Dell too provides a lot,
watering and weeding inside the
garden beds…way to go Dell. A big
green thumbs up to you both.

The seawall people will pick thru
all the scrap metal littering the yard
and we will have a scrap metal dealer
pick up all the rest soon.

There have been more than a few
parties at the club of late. Personally I
really like this happening at the club. It
introduces people to our club and
allows members use of the facilties
without restricting the rest of the

George Tsapoitis
PROPERTY MGR. membership from using the facilities as

well!
Bonnie DelBenecio, Richard

Pearce’s better half did a fantastic job of
organizing a 50th birthday party that
was a total surprise for Richard. Many
club members attended too and had a
great time.

Andrew Chalmers had a surprise
40th birthday party for his better half…
Kelly, this past Saturday Aug. 6. He
had a six piece Jazz/swing band that
was amazing.

The food was catered by Zorbas
and was quite tasty.

Again many from the club attended
and had a great time.

John Greenham also had his 50th
birthday party there a week ago Sat.
past and went well.

John Morris and Catharine will be
hosting a wedding and party at the
club for their daughter Laura on Sat.
Sept. 10th and all facilities will be open
to the membership too.

Of particular note regarding the
day sailor launch ramp behind the mast
crane. Please do not park anything
there like cars trailers etc. et al., please
and thank you. We should not obstruct
the use of the huge winch that day
sailors use to launch and retrieve their
boats!

There is much to be done regarding
property issues and I am learning what
needs to be done, and if I don’t I seek
counsel from the sager ones at the club.
May one and all feel free to approach
me about something that needs to
brought to my attention.

I am very much appreciative of
what the executive provides for the
club; many hours/days of work, a great
team that I am honored to serve with.

Keep a steady hand on the tiller
Greg!!   _

TENT ERECTOR CREW

Front Row;
Phil Lange and Alan
 Reddon

Back Row
Dave Johnston, John
 Edwards, Ed Bogdonovich,
James Haley, Dennis 
MacCallum, Don Bland,
Patrick Lyons, George
Tsapoitis, and Andrew
Chalmers.
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A−Dock Brunch

C−Dock Brunch

Troubadores!

All Canadian
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The Perils of Peregrine, part iv
We left you with me at a fishing

seminar and Mike, yet again, with his
head in the engine compartment. It is
now three weeks to the flight home
but hold that thought.

The week ahead held lazy days
swimming in the sea and our
shoreside neighbours Mike’s and
Dyana’s Symonds pool, and attending
a cruising ladies luncheon while Mike
replaced the crumbling engine
insulation. 

Thursday we took the day off and
caged a lift to Philipsburg with Mike
and Dyana. Apparently snow globes
do not travel well in cargo holds and
Alex’s fared poorly on the return trip.
A new one was being searched out,
having exhausted all the possible
shops nearby. Also on the search list
was the very nice fellow whose
jewellery shop we had been
frequenting. After 23 years and one
recession too many he had closed up
his own store and gone to paid
employment.

The snow globe search was (we
thought) without success but the
jewellery man was found quite easily.
He even recognized us from the year
before. Our purchase was  made and
Deb apparently really likes her
earrings. 

Following our shopping came a
fatal stop at the Old Amsterdam
Cheese store. Stocked up with two
kinds of old and one each of sheep
and goat gouda we headed next door
to try out a recommended restaurant,
Chesterfields. A well kept local secret,
it offers delicious food at affordable
prices, right on the waterfront. 

Friday brought Mike finishing the
engine and going out to dinner with
fellow boaters Andrew and Eduin at
The Palms to celebrate Eduins’s
birthday. Canadian friends, Canadian
run restaurant. Very appropriate.

Saturday I get to take a quick trip
back to Philipsburg to get the snow
globe we thought was the wrong one
but which turned out upon further
discussion to be the correct one! Last
one on the island. It’s all in the timing!
That night off to the $6 movies to see
Allegiant. Glad I only paid $6.

Tuesday our last guests arrive.
Mike and John take the dinghy and
the luggage back from the Pink Iguana
(bar on an old tug which offers the
only dinghy dock near the airport),
after a beer, while Jackie and I take the

$1 bus, the dinghy not being large
enough for four people and luggage.
That evening we sit and make our
plans. Anguilla then around SXM. It’s
a plan. 

Wednesday we get up and remake
the plan. The wind is gusting to 30
knots so we decide to have a down
day. John and Jackie, being sailors,
understand plans being subject to
weather! We’ll plan to leave Thursday
and go the other way. P’burg first then
around to Anguilla. As we weren’t
heading out Wednesday, Mike and I
head in to talk to Julian at Island
Water World (IWW) about the
different replacement dinghies Walker
Bay has offered us. 

Just a brief note for some
perspective. Our wonderful dinghy
was new in 2010 and developed a air
and water leaks in 2014. If we had
been the original owners it would
have been replaced under warranty
but it came to us in 2012 with
Peregrine. Walker Bay could however,
they said, offer us a new one at cost to
soften the blow. Our same model was
not in stock so they offered some
different options which we wanted to
kick the tubes on at the Walker Bay
dealer, IWW. Julien (he had plastic
welded our dinghy in 2015) was very
helpful. We now knew what we
wanted.

Thursday we get up and as the
wind is still howling John asks if we
can get to P’burg by bus which we
did.

Perhaps you are sensing a trend
here? Friday we took the dinghy to
Marigot and walked up to the fort.
Jackie did get some lovely photos.

I need to interject with a short
commentary about the Fates here. This
is the couple who came down last year
after the mast should have been up
only to leave the day before the hoist.
Sigh!

Saturday we decide to give it a go
and off to Anguilla we go. Still very
windy but not as bad as it had been.
John almost caught a lovely Mahi-
mahi but just after we saw it break the
water my reel jammed and the line
snapped.  Maybe next year John! 

We chilled, swam, walked the
beach, the others went to Sandy Island
and I scraped the hull. Monday after a
lovely sail but no fish we come back in
on the 3 pm bridge lift.

Tuesday sees John and Jackie
heading home after what seems to be a
very short week. Mike and I settle in
for a very busy week getting the boat
ready for bed for the summer.

Wednesday we head into IWW to

talk numbers. It appears we can get a
better deal buying new during IWW’s
sale than taking Walker Bay’s cost
offer. Confusing, but hey alway better
to buy local especially when it saves
you over $500! There was the added
advantage of being able to trade our
dinghy to another owner whose hull
was good but tubes were bad. The
trade? Free labour on a professional
set of dinghy chaps. After the trials of
creating the set we have I jumped at
the offer. Our new dinghy would be
ready for pickup Friday. 

At this point I strongly suggest
you, the reader, try to keep track of the
days and everything that goes on over
the next few. And no cheating by
reading forward and spoiling the
surprise. Off I go to the last ladies’
luncheon. One of the ladies there is
apparently a published author of
historical romances! We had met Mage
and Tom before and had invited them
to dinner on Peregrine for Friday night.

Thursday was our first busy shut
down day. Five vacuum suck storage
bags did not make the cut. Apparently
most are single use only I discover.
Who knew! In between Derek and
Lynn from Outrageous returning from
the BVIs and stopping by (see April’s
S&P edition), a fellow Hunter owner
stopping by, finally getting my
laundry back at 5 pm and a delicious
Tampenaki dinner with friends Derek
& Cindy of the Leopard46 Aravilla,
Mike and I orchestrated the great close
down dance.

The dance is the one where he
needs access to the engines under the
aft beds at the same time I need the
hatch closed so I can marshall food
and linens on the top. Friday gets
replacement vac/suck bags and the
great dinghy swap. I love my new
dinghy! Derek and Lynn join us for
dinner on board with Tom and Mage.

Saturday brings the sorting and
packing of the food and the cleaning
and storing of the snorkeling gear.
Dinner, thankfully, is on Outrageous.
Sunday continues the linens vac
packing and then the cleaning begins
in earnest. I do wonder if it is worth
while given we have to clean it all
over again after months closed up.
Dinner tonight is BBQ at the Symonds
on shore.

This brings us to Monday. I have
intelligently planned to stay in a small
guest house style hotel this night so I
can take the last of the laundry over
today pick it up and store it before we
leave tomorrow so over we go in the
morning to take load one and get the

THE PERILS OF
PEREGRINE

by Peggy Wheatstone

Continued on page 10
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room key. Mike forgot his iPad so he
takes me back to Peregrine before
travelling to customs to check us off
the boat.

Now those of you who know Mike
even a little know he is much better
with controlling his tongue than I am.
So...imagine my surprise when he gets
back to the boat and exclaims “Peg,
we’re f&!$@-!:d”. Oh! How say I? I
handed the lady the iPad and she said
she saw nothing there for the 12th,
only for the 7th. I took the iPad back
and we were to fly out last Thursday!
OK then. A quick call to WestJet
through Skyping and Miranda gets us
on Thursday’s flight. Tomorrow’s
flight was now full. Next call was to
the Turquoise Shell Inn, can we stay
two more days please?

Finally back in stride, Mike
Symonds takes us and our last
luggage to the Turquoise Shell Inn.
After settling in we head off to one of
our best dinners of the season with
Mike and Dyana Symonds and Derek
and Lynn from Outrageous at Thai
Savannah. Every once in while you
throw people together who just click.
The three fellows did not stop talking
for two hours. We ladies too had a
wonderful time.

There was indeed room at the
Turquoise Shell Inn for an extra two
nights. In fact the lady felt so sorry for
us and our tale of woe that they gave
us a 10% discount on the rooms for the
other two nights. Tuesday we went
back to the boat, finishing the cleaning
and sorting. Laundry was picked up
and stowed, all the leftover food given
away and we walked away
about  5 o’clock. With a slight rain
delay. Of course. Dinner that night
was a Canadian contingent at the
St. Maarten Yacht Club.

Wednesday we had NOTHING to
do. We took a bus to Marigot to pick
up some more of the french books
Miranda had found, lazed, swam in
the sea, then in the pool and went to
Little Jerusalem with Derek and Cindy
for the best Shawarma anywhere, then
next door for the world’s best carrot
cake.

Thursday brought one last swim
in the sea while watching the
helicopter land on Eclipse’s bow. Mike
and Dyana picked us up and took us
off to the airport. 

The system wouldn’t let us check-
in in advance as we normally do, so
once at the airport we shuffle to the

head of the check-in queue to find out
we are on a no-fly list as we booked
within 72 hours of the flight. Security
gone mad. Twenty minutes later and
several scans of our passports, we are
finally cleared to check in. Thank
heavens it was an un-eventful flight
home.

For those totting up, our extra five
days were very expensive but
included actually being able to stow
the linens in the newly purchased
vac/pack bags, picking up the new
dinghy and trading over the old one,
six extra dinners with friends and two
extra swims in the sea. 

Next year I will plan two nights at
the Turquoise Shell and write the
return date in 48 font on everything I
can find.

Good night Peregrine, until next
year. Mike and Peggy   _

The Perils of Perigrine…
Continued from page 10

Keith Willson

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING
Cruising Corner
Aug 20–21

Reciprocal to Mimico Cruising 
Club—Hosts Glen Eddie

Sep 3–5 (long weekend)
Reciprocal to Frenchman’s Bay Yacht
Club—Hosts TBD

We need hosts for the last cruise.
Otherwise the meal will be BYOF
(Bring Your Own Food) Volunteers
anyone?

If anybody wants to volunteer as
host or to assist with the cruise plans
please contact us using the Club
Cruising Account (Cruising@thsc.ca) .

Thanks
Joan and Keith Willson   _

Nauticals
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RACE INTERRUPTED

by Rich Taylor & Ken MacKinnon

IT WAS race night, the weather was
34 degrees and humid. There was
rough weather around. In particular,

one band of storms was travelling from
west to east when I looked at the radar
about 4. It was obvious it would pass
to the east. At 4:30 Ken and his 16-
year-old grandson, Calum arrived and
I took us to the club.

We saw the dark clouds to the east
and decided they were not going to be
a problem. The “pundits” on the patio
thought the same thing. 

At 6:00 we travelled out to the lake
and found a brisk NE wind whipping
up some whitecaps. Up with the
mainsail and we sailed to the start
area. We had decided to
roll out a three-quarter
jib to start. By the time
we were ready to roll the
jib out the whitecaps
were gone so 100% was
rolled.

We started on time at
6:40 with the bigger
boats going at 6:35. The
skies were getting more
ominous but we were
sure the storm would
pass east of us. About 15
minutes into the race it
became clear that this
storm was not
cooperating with our predictions. It
had moved south and coming on fast.
The radio announced that Crackerjack
was bailing out and going home. A few
minutes later the race committee
announced race cancellation. 

We rolled up the jib, and closed up
the cabin. We had earlier put on wet
gear jackets and of course the life
jackets were on before we left the dock.
We left the mainsail up because the
wind and waves had increased and
going up on the cabin top to furl the
sail was a none starter. 

The rain hit and then the wind
increased dramatically. We were
getting wet and bounced around. Then
the shore disappeared and everything
around us. Then the rain turned into a
deluge! I steered the boat partly
downwind and we kept the main
drawing a bit to prevent total flogging.
I’m not sure how long it lasted but
after a while the wind and the rain let

up somewhat. 
We were soaked in spite of the

jackets. I managed to tuck my glasses
into my shirt pocket and we headed in
the direction of the shore under main
and motor. I looked ahead and saw
what I thought was an area without
rain on the water. Then we got hit with
a big gust that was rounding us up
because the mainsheet was cleated.
Ken uncleated it instantly and we
straightened up just as the shoreline
disappeared again and the rain came
down even harder than before. The flat
section of water I saw was the rain
flattening the waves. I’d heard about it
but had never had seen it. The rain was
so heavy you couldn’t open your eyes
for more than a fraction of a second
but at least without my glasses I could
see for that short time. I half expected
some hail but we didn’t have any.
Some other boats did get hail.

We bore off again and rode out this
second part of the storm. Eventually
things calmed down and we could see
where we were going again. Mother
hen Shadow made sure we were all
okay so we dropped the main and
headed under power to the harbour
and the dock. It continued to rain all
the way in and after we docked the sky
looked like it was clearing and coming
our way. We waited on the boat for the
rain to stop but it didn’t. The dark
cloud hung up over us so we made our
way to the tent on the patio and traded
war stories with the racers sheltering
there until the rain finally stopped. 

We have been in higher winds on
the boat but not with that deluge of
rain. I didn’t feel we were ever in
trouble but it was sure exciting. This
was only the third time Calum had
sailed with us and he said the only
time he worried was when the second

gust hit us and we heeled more than
we had any time previously with him
on board. However, it didn’t even
wash the jib blocks so it wasn’t too bad
for Ken and me. Talking with others
we found no one had any damage and
at least one used the wind to see how
fast they could go!

We left the seat cushions and the
cockpit gratings out and didn’t put the
sail cover on the main, locked up the
boat and squished to the car. Because
of the storm the caterer didn’t show
with food so we went to McDonald’s
to get something to eat. I hope the
seats dried out before the next
customer sat down. As we were all wet
I turned up to car heat to 27 degrees on
the way home. 

Colin was watching the storm on
radar at home and said the main storm
was truly missing us until it spawned a
big blob that travelled south, covering
us and the centre of the city. That does
not normally happen. 

On Thursday I went to the boat
and raised the main to dry it out and
scattered the life jackets, seat cushions
and gratings to get some nice warm
sun. 

Of course the next week’s race was
also cancelled after an hour—lack of
wind.   _

Canada Day Sunset

Canada Day Fireworks
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ONLY TWO WEEKS TO GET YOUR LAST SAIL

TIME TO TUCK YOUR BOAT AWAY AWARDS NIGHT: GET YOUR TICKETS EARLY!
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RACE, CRUISE, DAY SAIL—JULY AND AUGUST IS THE TIME

GET ON THE WATER

WINDING DOWN ALREADY? GET SOME MORE SAIL HOURS

LONG WEEKEND AT TH&SC


