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Toronto Hydroplane and
Sailing Club Executive Board

COMMODORE
Dave Johnston
(416) 483 6800
email: penrose @sympatico.ca

PAST COMMODORE
Marguerite Ethier
(416) 865-2979
email: methier@litigate.com

VICE COMMODORE
Robert McComb
(416) 251-3363
email: roomc@mail.com

REAR COMMODORE
Greg Smith
(416) 261-9569
email: gd-smith@sympatico.ca
HARBOUR MASTER
Bob Prosper
(416) 423-9584
email: bobprosper@primus.ca

PROPERTY MANAGER
Don Bland
(905) 428-7380
email: blandone @hotmail.com
TREASURER
Tom Monson
(416) 909-1517
email: tmonson@primus.ca
SECRETARY
Joan Willson
(416) 759-1846
email: joans_quillows@hotmail.com
RACING FLEET CAPTAIN
John Morris

email: race-captain@thsc.ca

RACE COMMITTEE CHAIR
Tom Monson
(416) 429-2598
email: tm@primus.ca

CRUISING FLEET CAPTAIN
Keith Willson
(416) 759-1846

email: kwillson@sympatico.ca

WAYS AND MEANS
Meredith Thomas
(416) 925-7582
email: meredith.thomas@sympatico.ca
SOCIAL CHAIRPERSON
Laurie Prosper
(416) 720-8876
email: lauriechan@primus.ca
RECIPROCALS OFFICER
Peter Martyn
(416) 822-4345
email: pmartyn@world.oberlin.edu

Calendar

Easter Parade—Sunday, April 24—Come and watch. Come and participate with
your Club members. See Vice Commodore’s report. The kids will love it!

Racer’s Meeting and PHRF Sail Measurement—Tuesday, May 3—Lots of infor-
mation on the year’s racing program. Get the most out of your boat.

LAUNCH—Saturday, May 7—Think positive. Once we get past the Boat Show
things launch day will approach quickly. Check the bulletin board for your
assignments. Mandatory meeting at 7 a.m.

Warm-Up Race—Wednesday, May 11th—Make sure all the bits are working
right. Get the crew in shape. New crew?...Training time.

Ice Breaker Race—Saturday, May 14th—Can’t make it on Wednesdays? Come
out for our Saturday races. Today celebrate with the Warm-Up Party after.

Beer Commodore’s Warm-Up Social—Saturday, May 14—The boats are in the
water. Let’s PARTY!

Race 1 of Series I—Wednesday, May 18th—The first of three series starts today.
Come out every Wednesday and enjoy an evening on the water.

Cruise to BPYC—May 21st-22nd—Sign up early.

SAILPAST—Saturday, June 4—The biggest party of the year. Come one and all
for Blessing of the Fleet, Commodore’s Punch, fun and games. If you're planning
on dinner get your tickets early.

Cruise to Hanlan’s Point—June 11th-12th—Sign up early.

Alberg Owners’ Regatta—June 11th-12th—Come out and help run the regatta. It
can be fun and informative.

Beaches Jazz Festival—June 15th to 24th—Queen Street is jumping. Join the fun.
Cruise to HYC—June 18th-19th—Sign up early.

Race 1 of Series II—Wednesday, June 22nd—You got all the bugs out during
Series I. Now go out and show what you've learned.

Cruise to PCYC—]June 25th-26th—Sign up early.
Cruise to APSC—July 1st-3rd—Sign up early.

Dufferin Bell Buoy Race—Saturday, July 2nd—To Humber Bay and back. A fine
day to race to the west of Toronto. Watch for wind changes.

East Coast Night—Saturday, July 23—Come for a great party...boyo!

TH&SC Breakfast—Sunday, July 31—A wonderful Sunday breakfast on this
Civic Holiday weekend.

SAILPAST

Saturday, June 4th

/Lau nch Day\

Saturday, May 7

Be sure to check the bulletin

board for your job Get or arrange your dinner tickets

at Launch

\ Meeting at 7 a.m. /

TH&SC —20 Ashbridge’s Bay Park Road, Toronto, Ontario M4L 3W6—(416) 694-6918
EDITOR—Richard Taylor, 51 Brigadoon Crescent, Scarborough, Ontario M1T 3C2—(416) 293-4340
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Dave Johnston

AHOY!

As the snow melts, albeit slowly,
we awaken from our boat withdrawal.
Welcome to a new sailing season and
all the challenges that come with it.

Your Executive has been working
through the winter to ensure that
TH&SC is fully prepared for the
onslaught of Launch. I must commend
the new Executive Board Members for
settling in so quickly and getting the
job done. The incumbents on the
Executive carry on, as all First Rate
Officers do.

Every member at this club should
take the first opportunity they get, to
thank the individuals that keep
TH&SC running smoothly.

We all have issues in our lives that
keep us from enjoying our hobbies.
Dennis MacCallum and Ian Whan are
two that come to mind. These men
(and they are truly men), give to
TH&SC even when ill or injured. We
should follow their lead, it is
extraordinary.

That being said, BEAT TO
QUARTERS, launch is here.

Soon Sail Past will be here, with, I
hope, a few surprises. On our 60th
Anniversary, I trust that we can out do,
even ourselves.

I look forward to seeing you all in
the next few weeks.

Oh I forgot, the Commodore’s
Cruise,....I smell beef! 4&
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jiE coMmonore
Robert McCom

ELL, WEATHER WISE
March really sucked and
April hasn’t been too balmy

either. I want to take my tarp off but
the weatherman keeps threatening
rain or snow but I just know any day
now Spring will break through and the
joy of working on my boat will begin.

I will soon be changing the gate
code so it behooves everyone who
wants the code to notify me of any
email changes. For crew members who
have not paid their yearly fees their
emails will be removed from the list
and their gate keys deactivated, and
worst of all this will be the last Spar
and Prop they will see. They will just
have to wander around the wilderness
cap in hand, uninformed and
unenlightened. How sad.

On Launch Day I will have
membership stickers for sailing
members and cards for crew as well as
parking passes so please come and
check out my smiling face.

Speaking of smiling face, did you
see my new Executive Board picture
taken by our own and very talented
Scott Ewen. I think it is one of the best
ever taken of me, including the bear
skin rug variety. I choose to ignore the
gender challenged used car salesman
comments from the garage gang.

We are putting together a float for
the April 24th Easter Parade. It will
have a decorated Mac One (hopefully)
hauled by Ross Campbell or Tony
Piemontese if Ross is too busy that day.
Please come down and help put it
together or you could even put on an
Easter theme costume and join in.

Unfortunately, you can no longer
throw candy at the crowd. They have
taken away the pleasure of nailing a
precocious four-year-old with your
three-fingered fastball. There is no joy
in Mudville.

I will soon have the unpleasant
task of getting in touch with members
who have not paid their dues. If you
don’t pay you won’t be launched and
your membership could be terminated
so please call me so we can at least
discuss it. 4

Beer Commodore’s Meet & Greek

Saturday May 14, 4:30 - 6:30PM
(After Ice Breaker Race)

; The Beer Commodore will be serving up

free beer and wine . '
to kickoff the new season.

Liquor license in effect
BYOB after 6:30PM

€varyone Welcome

$5 Greek Dinner (at approx 5:00).
Souvlaki, Greek salad, Greek potatoes & Pita
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HABBOURMASTER
Bob Prosper

T’'S APRIL 4th and I saw my first
IRobin this morning! By God I hope
this is it for the snow.

The yard is getting a bit busier
each day as we get closer to the big
launch. I can see enthusiasm buzzing
throughout the property as people pull
the blankets from their babies. After
sleeping all winter, it's time to wake
them up and feed them gasoline,
diesel, wind, whichever nourishment
makes them go forward.

Everyone must know that launch
day is Saturday, May 7. Right?

One of the many things I love
about launch is the fact that we have
all the members there at the same time.
Unlike haul out, launch only requires
one day to get it all done. It is so much
easier to ensure that all the various
work functions are well manned.

I have begun the difficult task of
slip assignments. As always there will
be changes and some of you might not
be happy. I assure you the club is full
to maximum and due to things like
prop walk, beam size, boat length,
draft, some of you just may find
yourselves in a different slip this year.

I have noticed an increased
number of boats never leaving the
dock year after year. The mast never
goes up, the engine never runs and so
therefore the screw never turns. Some
of these boats are not only missing
vital parts but it seems their owners
are missing as well. They just never
show.

It's a difficult job for me to move
members from one slip to another and
especially difficult to put them on the
wall which is a most undesired
placement. I've given it much thought
however and I have concluded that
those boats that never have their
skippers aboard, shouldn’t mind
sitting in those most undesired spots.
And quite frankly, with the skippers
never being there, he or she has not
sound reason to be concerned over just
where they sit.

Launch job assignments are posted
on the board so be sure to have a look
to see where you will be working.
Those with injuries please let me know
as soon as possible prior to launch so I
can make the changes. Please let me
know if you are unable to be there for
launch and let me know who will be
overseeing your vessel. Remember, if
you are not there and you haven't

assigned some other member to
oversee your boat, you will not go in.

Well, it’s not long now. Soon we’ll
be feeling the wind on our cheeks
whether it's warm or cold. I really
don'’t care if it is warm or cold, just as
long as it is steady.

Cheers everyone. Can’t wait to see
you all!

Your Harbourmonster,

Bob Prosper 4

TH&SC about 1967

An Invitation
by Sara Ashbridge

THE Sarah Ashbridge Unit (SAU)

became active as a Canadian

Coast Guard Auxiliary (CCGA)
Search and Rescue Unit in 1982 and
has stood ready to assist vessels in
distress every year since.

Most missions involve towing
disabled vessels to a safe harbour;
however, we have also been required
to search for missing vessels as well as
persons in the water.

The SAU operates on a crew basis
where crews are on call on a rotational
basis for one week. The on-call week
goes from Monday to Sunday.
Basically, crews are on-call from 18:00h
Monday to Friday and all day
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Saturday and Sunday. The vast
majoring of calls to assist vessels are
received between 18:00h and 22:00h.

A crew of retirees stands ready to
answer missions should a call be
received during the work day.

The SAU is seeking to increase the
membership so that any crew member
is on call a maximum of one week in
five.

The ABYC Board of Directors has
approved the policy that members of
clubs with reciprocal privileges may
join the SAU without having to
actually join ABYC. (No dues would
have to be paid and full privileges
would be granted.)

Qualifications—The only
qualifications are a VHF licence, a
requirement to attend the weekend
long SAR Basic Course within one year
of joining the CCGA and a desire to
assist our fellow boaters when they
find themselves in difficulty.

Training—We give all the training
required on an ongoing basis, both
theory and on the water exercises. As
well, the on-call crew usually spends
one evening on the water practicing
various techniques. We also offer first
aid courses for our members at a
nominal cost.

Benefits—Learning how to deal
with emergencies as we assist other
vessels also gives CCGA members
valuable understanding of how to
safely resolve emergencies that may
arise while we sail our own vessels.
Knowledge of safe boating plus
practice equals safe passages.

Our sailing season is all too short
and participating in a Search and
Rescue Unit involves some sacrifice as
it limits the use of our own boats when
on call. That said, there is also great
satisfaction in assisting our fellow
boaters when they find themselves in
difficulty.

If your family and career
obligations allow you to make the
commitment required as a member of
the CCGA and the Sarah Ashbridge
Unit, then we would love to have you
join our team.

Please contact me for further
information. ]

Mike Leroux

Unit Leader, Sarah Ashbridge Unit
(416)997-6798
mikeleroux@sympatico.ca

or,

David Hughes,

Training Officer, Sarah Ashbridge Unit
(905) 833-6858
Davidhughes833@hotmail.com 4
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CRUISING CORNER

HOY CRUISERS, time to stop

-‘ ! dreaming and time to find

everything you took home last
fall. It's five weekends until launch and
only eight weekends until our first
cruise of the year. The Club Cruising
plans for the 2011 season are finished.
They are bigger and better than ever.
Listed below are the final cruises and
destinations. Note the change in date
for the PCYC Cruise and the special
double cruise in August.

As always we need volunteers to
host a cruise. Menus don’t have to be
exotic, sometimes burgers or sausages
and good camaraderie are all that are
needed.

TH&SC CRUISES - 2011

May 21st—TH&SC Cruise out to BPYC
— Team Evans host

June 11th—TH&SC Cruise out to TIM
(Hanlan’s Point) — Team Wheatstone
host

June 18th—TH&SC Cruise out to HYC
— Host needed

June 25th—TH&SC Cruise out to
PCYC - Host needed

July 1st—TH&SC Cruise out to APSC -
Host needed

July 9th—TH&SC Cruise out to LSYC
— Team Johnston host

July 30th —~Aug 1st—TH&SC Cruise
into Youngstown NY — Host needed

August 20th—Race Des Voyageurs —
TH&SC Cruise out to EYC — Host
needed

August 20th—TH&SC Cruise out to
FPYC - Host needed

Sept 10th—TH&SC Cruise into MCC -
Host needed

If you need further information on
any of the cruises or would like to
volunteer to host of these events please
contact Keith or Joan at (416) 759-1846
or at cruising@thsc.ca.

Finally, if you are planning to
vacation on the water this year check
out the LOCCA website at
www. LOCCA.org. The participating
Clubs post their events and slip
availability so you can plan your
destinations accordingly.

TH&SC is a participating member
Club so the information is available for
all to view and use. It’s just another
benefit of paying your Club Dues.

Thanks all, see you at Launch.

7' N

REER'™

OFFICER OF THE DAY
DUTIES—HERE AGAIN!

Launch is almost here! Not only is
it the start of the sailing season, it’s
also the start of the members doing
their Officer of the Day (OOD) “tour of
duty” for 4 hours. The early birds have
been signing up since the 2011
schedule was posted on January 1st.
Many of the most desirable spots have
been assigned. However there are still
lots of choices in July and August. Sign
up soon to get a spot that fits your
calendar. Don’t wait until Launch
when there may be only limited
choices.

Since we are just about to start the
OOD season, let’s review some key
points:

1. Every Sailing / Senior member and
Life member with a boat on the
property must do one tour of duty
during the season. The only exceptions
are granted by the Club’s Executive for

those members with medical issues,
etc.
2. If you need to change the timeslot
you signed up for, you are responsible
for rescheduling, trading with another
member, etc. The OOD Coordinator
does not do any rescheduling for you.
3. If you fail to show up for your tour
of duty, you will be fined $180. And
don’t think anyone won’t notice. We
are small club and each no-show is
usually mentioned multiple times to
the OOD Coordinator (besides also
being logged in the OOD Log Book by
helpful members).[
4. Email and telephone reminders are
given if we have your up-to-date email
address and telephone number. So
please make sure you let Robert
McComb, Vice Commodore, know of
any changes.

See you at Launch! 4

F._.“

EASTER
PARADT

SUNDAY, APRIL 24

Be part of the
Parade
Contact

Vice Commodore

Bob McComd- for

The kids will love
it .

hl_ld

Wilfrid Cordt
Passed away Jaeacg%@ at home
’Feﬁruary 12, 2011. ﬂgecfgl.
Dear brother cf Fileen
CPicEforcf, ?( Bolton, Eng[cmcf
Sa [y missed By

his Daugﬁter Sy[via and
her famt}y. Good fm’emf cf
S

Paavo Lindstrom and Jim and|
Pat Bamber.
S}Jecia[ mention to his
neigﬁﬁours. Cremation held
Teﬁmary 16, 2011,

APRIL 2011

SPAR AND PrOP

Page 5




RTY MGR.

Don Bland

APPY BOATING ALL The
Hweather gods are finally going

to allow us to start enjoying the
many pleasures of boat ownership. You
know, the scraping, sanding,
scrubbing, painting, waxing, oil
changing. Oh no! Wait a month. The
pleasure stuff starts next month.

To facilitate the working bits we
have placed two large bins for you to
get rid of your boat-related waste
materials.

One bin is for shrink wrap plastic
ONLY. For the slow readers this
doesn’t mean wood, strapping bands
or tarps. Regarding the larger bin,
please do not pile everything at the bin
door leaving the front empty. We all
pay to dump and replace the bin lets
try to be practical.

The oil and anti-freeze containers
are marked “oil” or “anti-freeze”, if this
causes confusion please ask someone
which is which before you pour.

If you are replacing a battery and
the retailer won’t accept your old
battery please place the old one at the
recycle shed.

Please label your ladder with your
name or boat name and remember to
take your cradle pads home with you.
Labelling these would also be a very
good idea.

See you at launch. 4

-

\
RACER’S
MEETING

Tuesday, May 3rd
7:00 p.m.

Tristan Story of UK Sails will
present “Racing Rules for
Club Racers”

If you have new or modified sails
now is a good time to have them
measured for your handicap

Burgers will be on the grill at 6:30

Come and see what racing

&is all about—everyone welcomej

pd

NMNauticals

NZS PoLARLS TACK | THE SToRY OF
THS TOLAIH 1585 FOLLOWS: [LRING THE ¥5425
1535 To 1612 IT ESCORTED SHIPS ACRGES
APMIEBLTY B4 - NEAR FRENCH PASS, ANP
CLOsE To COOK STRAIT, IT WiS S0 FEUABLE
THAT SHIFS WoLLP AWAIT TTS ARRIVAL
BEFURE ATTEMPTING THE BANSERIUS PASSALE
AT THAT TIME WHEH MNAVIGATION =0T A BIT
TRICKH A PELORUS Wos LSED To COWPLEMENT
COMPASS EEAPINGS , JACK WASSO COMPETENT
AT PLeTiNgG THE SHIPS THEY DID NOT USE
THE FELORLIS THUS HE BECAME KNOWN
AS PELORLS JACK

THE TFOLPHIN BECAME 50 WELL KHOWH
To THE LOCAL MARINERS THAT THE
GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALANP <AVE.

IT SPECIAL PROTECTiON ON 5&:_?1’ 28, 1904,
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Spar & Prop Available
By Email

If you would like to receive your S&P
by email just let me know. It will come
to you at the same time the print
version is in the mail.

If you are interested in seeing old
issues of Spar and Prop a Data
DVD of all the newsletters from

1969 to 2010 is available.
Contact Rich Taylor at
rwt@total.net

—------

\

Page 6 SPAR AND PrOP

APRIL 2011

&

2\

Editor’s e-mail address is
rwt@total.net

7 ¥ 3 &
The Deadline for the
JUNE issue of
Spar & Prop is
May 31

¥ ¥ ¥ ¢

Spar and Prop is available in
PDF format, readable on a

computer in colour with
Adobe Acrobat Reader.

Available from our website.

Website address is
www.thsc.ca

\\
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counting. As with every year, I'm

well behind on my boat projects.
After our cold, long winter, I'm looking
forward to my spring tonic. No, it’s not
a frozen concoction mixed with rum.
It's the simple pleasure of climbing
back on the boat and working on little
projects. I'm not sure what magic takes
place when I step on the boat. From the
moment I climb aboard, all the
demands and pressures of the day
simply disappear. It doesn’t matter if
she’s in the water, or in her cradle, the
magic happens.

Yes, boats have a habit of picking
one’s pocket at this time of the year.
Somehow I'm able to conjure up a
good reason for the expenditure—well,
at least in my mind.

So far, April’s weather has been
disappointing. The cold, rainy, damp
days have slowed the prep work
projects for many of us. Here’s hoping
that the last half of April will produce
some warm, sunny, and dry days.

Our first Cruise of the season sails
into scenic Bluffer’s May 21st. Some
may say “that’s not a cruise”. The
Bluffers short distance cruise is simply
a shake-down cruise. A chance to tune
the rigging and make the necessary
changes to ensure a safe summer of
boating. If you've never been on a club
cruise, this is a good one to attend. It's
close to your home port. The food is
spectacular, and it’s a great chance to
mix with your fellow members.
Contact Keith or Joan Willson at
cruising@thsc.ca for further details.

For those planning on racing this
year, or hoping to crew, please mark
your calendar for Tuesday May 3rd.
Our annual Racers Meeting will start at
7:00 PM. in the clubhouse. Tristan
Story of UK Sails will be presenting a
one hour presentation on Racing Rules
for Club Racing. For those new to
racing, this a great opportunity to learn
the basic rules of the race course. For
the old salts, it’s a great refresher
before we hit the race course.

Burgers will be grill'n at 6:30 and
the beer will be iced—everyone is
welcome to attend.

For those of you who may have
purchased or modified your sails over
the winter months, this is your chance
to have them measured for your PRHF
rating.

Our Warm-Up Race is scheduled
for May 11th. The Ice Breaker race is

T-MINUS TWENTY DAYS and

AL CHAIR

Laurie Chan-F

H&SC had the pleasure of

hosting a WOW (Women on

Water) seminar earlier this
spring. Lori Mason along with her
gang, came with loads of slides, props
and information, inspiring women to
be more informed and confident about
boating.

Despite the mounds of snow that
appeared overnight, we had a great
showing of ladies. Our male
counterparts should be reassured now,
knowing that if ever we decide to
throw the Captain overboard and then
change our minds (which we have a
tendency to do), we can, in theory,
perform a Man-Overboard to retrieve
them. Thanks to Joan and her group
for organizing a wonderful event.

Greg Smith, R.C., has been
working diligently trying to come up
with a workable schedule for social
events for this coming season. I'm
happy to announce that we do now
have the events scheduled. A schedule
will be posted shortly. Have a look in
the few weeks and note down the
dates to plan your summer.

You will notice however, that the
list has been shortened this year. If
more members (and/or spouses) step
up to assist the committee, we may be
able to re-incorporate what has been
cut. The Social Committee is recruiting
either for full-time committee or for
specific events. No experience

necessary. It's a great way to earn your
work hours while partying at the same
time. We really do have a great time
planning and expediting the events.
You can’t find the time? Then send
your teens. If your teens are looking
for volunteer hours, we can
accommodate them. If you would like
to join the committee or even help out
for a few hours, please contact Laurie
at social@thsc.ca.

Our first event of the season will
be the Beer Commodore’s Meet &
Greek on Saturday, May 7th. Come
introduce yourself to the Rear
Commodore as he hands you a free
beer. Beer and wine will be handed out
between 4:30 to 6:30. Since you can’t
drink on an empty stomach, the Social
Committee will be selling a delicious
Greek dinner ($5).

Sailpast will be approaching soon
after on Saturday, June 4th. This will be
an especially big event, as we are
celebrating TH&SC’s 60th anniversary.

This event is not to be missed!
Tickets will be sold at launch. In an
attempt to avoid Sailpast table
reservation conflicts, we are
implementing a new system this year.
The sooner you purchase your tickets,
the earlier you will be able to reserve
your table on Sailpast.

Although it’s exciting that the
sailing season will be soon upon us, it
will also be thrilling to see the club
come alive with activity once again. We
hope to see you all at the events. 4

ToronTO
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set for Saturday, May 14th. The
Skipper’s meetings start at 11:00, first
gun at 12:00. For more information on
our racing program, contact John
Morris at race-captain@thsc.ca or Greg
Smith at rear-commodore@thsc.ca.

As always, we are looking for help
on the Committee Boat. If you have an
interest in learning or assisting the
Race Committee, please contact John
Morris or myself. This is a great way to
accumulate your club work hours, and
spend some hours on the water.

Saturday June 4th marks our club’s
biggest event—Sailpast. We’ve placed
our order for spectacular weather for
the day’s event. Please be sure to
attend this year’s special 60th
celebration. You may order your tickets
at launch, or contact Laurie Propser.
For your convenience, you may
purchase your tickets with your visa or
mastercard.

See you around the boat yard.

N43_39.610 W79_18.812

Same Spot /Different Day 4
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CRUISING ON
BEACH HOUSE

by Dave Johnston

OSIE AND I have packed and
Rare ready for departure. Our soft
sided luggage is packed to

overflowing with needed and
necessary items for Beach House. Our
destination is Vieux Fort St. Lucia.

Upon arrival at Pearson we are
faced with our first test.

Rosie and I are carrying little bits
and pieces that are necessary for the
happiness of the crew on board the
Endeavour 42 that we will be living
aboard for the next two weeks.

The hidden contraband we carry is
as follows, one 12’ orange extension
cord, two rolls of cloth backed duct
tape, two Ib’s of coffee, one external
hard drive (filled with movies and TV
shows), one wireless router (boat
specific), one gasket kit for an on board
water maker and last but not least two
racks of New Zealand spring lamb
(insulated in a cooler bag with two
bags of frozen peas).

After a very brief conversation
with the ever so helpful Air Canada
Crew we are assured that carrying
meat to a foreign Country is done all
the time.

We check our bags and step into
the cruising world.

Apparently the cruising world
contains Mike Holmes. He is sitting
across from us and he is not well. It
was amazing to see, in a world where
hand cleansers and face masks are not
uncommon, that a celebrity with a
head cold is still a hot commodity. But
I digress.

We arrive in St. Lucia almost on
time.

As Rosie and I step off the plane,
two things come to mind, it is very hot
and we have to get through customs,
preferably without paying duty. Our
time in the sky was not wasted with
frivolous conversation; we played out
the scenario of our arrival and planned
our speech for the St. Lucian Customs
Officials.

The St. Lucian Customs Lady
asked if we had anything to declare.
Rosie (always on cue) suggests that the
frozen rack of lamb might be an issue.
The Customs lady informs us that this
is not allowed, Rosie argues that
tomorrow is Valentines Day and this is

our dinner, for our friends and
ourselves. After some consideration and
a knowing smile or two we are good to
go (with the caveat that this is not
normally allowed). It is always wise to
have a sacrificial lamb. (Groan!— Editor)

We were well met at the airport by
Geoff, beer in hand. Geoff and his
friend Ken trucked us to the Veiux Fort
Harbour, via Ken’s pick up truck,and
yes we sat in the back with the luggage.

The next two days were spent
getting familiar with Vieux Fort and
acclimatizing to the weather and being
on board an alive and moving vessel.

Day three on Beach House dawned
with the same promise of yet another
beautiful Caribbean day. The Rum
squall (Geoff and Pat’s term) seemed to
have blown itself out.

We spent this day doing chores, in
the Royal Navy of old it would have
been called a make and mend day. We
left Beach House and via the Tender
headed to a small beach with the
purpose of careening the bottom of the
dinghy. This simple task was
immediately turned into a contest of
who could get their side cleaner. Geoff
of course cheated by hoarding all of the
best tools and scrubbers for himself.

We returned to Beach House with a
much cleaner dinghy. My side winning,
of course.

After yet another perfect evening
we prepared (Geoff did), for our move
to Soufriere the next day.

On our fourth day in St Lucia,
Geoff and Pat’s friends and entourage
were welcomed on board for a cruise
up the coast to Soufriere. It was a day
for a motor sail, rum drinks and a large
amount of laughter.

It was around this day that the
reality of cruising full time versus
bareboat chartering started to worm its
way into my tiny little mind. Living on
board for months at a time is vastly
different from bare boating for a week
or two. When on board someone’s live
aboard boat you always feel as if you
are in the way. Geoff and Pat know this
boat inside and out, Rosie and I are
trying to help and at the same time
trying not to mess anything up. Our
learning curve had started.

On day five, sans our new found
friends, it was time to up anchor and
head up island to Rodney Bay. After a
beautiful sail, we (Geoff) set the anchor
and it was off to the Marinato provision
and buy hardware for repairs.

The next day we all played. We
enjoyed Pigeon Point (a St. Lucian
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National Park), had a late lunch and
met some very entertaining Brits. After
we returned to Beach House our
Captain thought it wise for us to move
our position in the anchorage, due to a
large swell that was sure to increase
overnight. Rosie and I, from the
perspective of our V-berth, were very
grateful.

Another dawn and another
adventure. By now the Caribbean was
starting to flow in our veins. We have
stopped caring about what day it is
and we are getting in tune with the
boat, everything else seems to be
unimportant.

On Feb. 20th we dinghied ashore,
to have lunch and visit the St. Lucia
Yacht Club. Our recently met friend
Ken, is competing in the around St.
Lucia race and the finish is today.

Any sailor is welcome at the Yacht
Club and Rosie and I were welcomed
with open arms and genuine
hospitality. It reminded us of TH&SC.

After meeting many new friends it
was time to return to Beach House for
the night.

Like every other evening, the
dinghy is lifted on the davits and put
to bed for the night. Pat, for the nth
time prepares an incredible meal and
we all dine well. It was some time after
we retired to the cockpit for an aperitif
that the radio squawked and a medical
emergency was under way.

On the island of St. Lucia there is
no Coast Guard Radio. We were
hearing Coast Guard Radio, Fort du
France, Martinique, but no boats to
offer support. The medical emergency
was from a cruiser who was anchored
in Rodney Bay. Pierre, the Master of
the sailing vessel, Imprevous (Canadian
registry), had somehow succeeded in
severing the end off two of his fingers.
Within five minutes it was apparent
that poor Pierre was going into shock
and Beach House was going to respond.
It is a time like this that you appreciate
who you crew for and who you marry.

Within ten minutes the dinghy is in
the water and en route to Pierre. I have
been given my proper first aid
instruction by Rosie, Pat has taken over
the VHF and Geoff is in the process of
expediting the logistics of removing
Pierre from Imprevous and getting him
safely to shore.

All went well. Pierre was taken to
shore in Geoff’s dinghy and the only
glitch was the ambulance driver, who
was very unhappy that his shoes got
soaked in the surf, whilst picking up
poor Pierre.

Continued on page 9



Cruising on Beach House...
Continued from page 8

Two more days. We visit Castries
and then sail to Marigot Bay, the next
day. Another Rescue, this one fun, as
Geoff sets sail with an out of control
Hobie Cat, skippered by a hotel guest
that is staying in the vicinity.

After Marigot Bay we head off
down Island to Vieux Fort but alas we
have engine issues. Our Captain opts
to go back to Rodney Bay where repair
options are better.

Off we go, back up island, wind on
the nose, 25kn. 8 miles, 6 hours. Wow.

Rosie and I truly wish we were
still there. Sailing, hanging out and
enjoying the company and the view.

If you are considering cruising to
the Caribbean, remember these things.

Make sure that you have an
Admirable on board, Pat is an amazing
woman that some how makes any day
a calm one. Make sure that you have a
Geoff on board, if he weren’t so
humble his skill and knowledge would
be scary. Make sure that you sail with
a woman like Rosie, who is at home
with the toe rail in the water.

Last of all remember to invite
some one like me to visit, so that you
remember why you went away!

For the same story, as told by Pat
and Geoff please visit their Blog@
lifeonbeachhouse.blogspot.com 4&

Shonelirne—1865

’---------

IT IS A SAD DAY

FOR SALE

2003 CATALINA 310

“COPPER MOON”
ASKING $60,000

(INCLUDES ALL ACCESSORIES)

CALL CONOR AT
(416) 865 8181
OR
MARGUERITE AT
(416) 865 2979

,—------
ﬁ------_l .

---------,

A LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

ELLO RICHARD. Just wanted
Hto thank you for the great 1994

re print story by Eric Muff.
Truly an Old Salt and Proud of it.

I was too young to serve in WW II
but have a special interest in WW 1I
Corvettes myself because of a long
departed friend who served on one,
HMCS “Mayflower” built in
Collingwood. It was converted to the
extended foc’sl and Mediterranean
bridge in Baltimore USA.

American comic artist Al Capp
came on board and painted “Daisy
May” on her funnel and that became
her slang name. Her British Captain I
am sure was related to Capt. Bligh!

Of interest, when she originally
sailed to England to have her
armament installed they made a
plywood box on the front deck with a
short piece of telephone pole sticking
out of it. It was not even straight and
sagged a little! This can be seen in the
Corvette book “Canada’s Flowers”.

When a German submarine
surrendered to them friend Bob
Tudball was on the boarding party and
the German Captain showed them the
ships log where they had the Mayflower
in the cross hairs of their periscope
sights several times. He commented
that “They were after much bigger fish
and did not bother to fire a torpedo at
them”! Kind of nice to know after the
fact.

They picked up many a torpedoed
crew on their convoys. And yes, they
had to leave some crews behind
struggling and dying in the cold
Atlantic water to complete their depth
charge runs and maintain their
assigned convoy position.

Not very pleasant thoughts to
remember. Thank God for our veterans
who gave so much to provide our
privileges of today in Canada.

Keep up the great work Richard.
Thanks, Joe Fossey, Barrie.

Former Commodore of Toronto
Hydroplane Club. 4

Building public ramps

WAYS AND MEaNs
Meredith Tho!

S I WRITE, the sun is shining,
Asky is blue and the lake looks

full. The mind turns to getting
ready for Launch Day and earning
work hour credits naturally gets low
priority.

So, a special thank you to everyone
who has found time to help out at the
club and events such as WOW. The
latest Job List was emailed on April 3rd
to every address that I could find and
there has been an immediate response,
again. Thanks to those who have
replied. If you did not receive this
email, that probably means I don’t
have your current address, please
update me at
meredith.thomas@sympatico.ca .

Looking forward to getting back
on the water but, please don’t get too
relaxed as before you know it time for
completing your hours will be running
out.

Fred Eaton—Sailor of
the Year

CANADIAN ROLEX SAILOR OF

THE YEAR ANNOUNCED. The

Board of Directors of the
Canadian Yachting Association
proudly declares that Frederik Eaton
of Toronto is the winner of the 2010
Canadian Rolex Sailor of the Year
Award.

Fred Eaton was selected from
Canadian sailors who were nominated
for their outstanding sailing
performances during 2010.

His crowning achievement was
the retention of the International
C Class Catamaran Championship in
Newport, Rhode Island in August,
partnering with Magnus Clarke.

Runner—up James Spithill, the 2010
America’s Cup winning helm, said in
a letter supporting Fred’s nomination:
“Glenn Ashby and I were fortunate
enough to have Fred offer his winning
C Class Catamaran for the C Class
Championship in Newport. He could
have easily not chartered it out, but
Fred did, and gave it to a couple of
guys who were at that time on the top
of their game. This to me shows how
much of a competitor Fred is and that
he wanted to win by beating the best
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