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Easter Parade—Sunday, April 15
Join your friends in the parade with our club members. If you’re not parading, be
a spectator and watch one of the best Easter Parades in Canada. 

Racing Pre-Season Meeting—Wednesday, April 18
Overview of TH&SC 2001 events; awards for 2001; meet the officials; discussion
on racing and questions and answers.

Launch Day—Saturday, May 5
If your boat is being launched, be at the clubhouse at 7:00 am to join your work
party. AT LAST! Floating again. And don’t forget the Launch Day Party after all
the boats are in the water. See the Social Chairman’s report on page 4.

Sailpast Tickets—Early Bird sales on Launch Day
Get your tickets early and also be eligible for the Early Bird prize. See the Social
Chair report on page 4.

Wednesday Night Warmup Race—Wednesday, May 16
This one won’t count so you can try all those things you found in books over the
winter. Get your crew whipped into shape (hide the whip).

Start Wednesday Night Race Series—Wednesday, May 23
Every Wednesday night through the summer. Three separate series so if you
don’t do well in one, you’ll do better in the next.

Icebreaker Distance Race—Sunday, May 27
It’s on the weekends we go the distance. East or west, whichever is best. Who
will choose the right course? Where’s the wind, inside or outside?

Sailpast—Saturday, June 2
Our biggest bash of the year. And this year is special because it’s the Hydroplane
50th anniversary and the Sailing club’s 25th anniversary. Join us for the party.

Rhumb Line Relay Team Race—Saturday, June 17
One of the most fun races of the year. Cheer your team members then do your
own laps. There’s as much spectating as there is racing.

Cruise to Toronto Island—June 30–July 2
July 1st long weekend picnic cruise to Firepit 6 and or the Island Yacht Club

Cruise to Whitby Yacht Club—July 14–15
Whitby has invited us to their Mayors Cup Race and Lobsterfest on July 14, a fun
weekend for everyone because we also have planned a “pirates invasion” on
Whitby.

Thunder-Bird International Regatta—ABYC—July 15–21
Our neighbour is having an international event. 

Cruise to Wilson, NY—August 4–6
The long weekend in August is Harbourfest in Wilson, NY. A fun time with poker
runs, food cooking and eating contests, lots of music and fireworks.

Cruise to Port Dalhousie—End of August
Port Dalhousie is expecting us around the end of August. We are planning this to
be the last official cruise of the summer and will be a cruiser’s party, barbecue,
and sing along.

Calendar

LAUNCH DAY, MAY 5TH
AT 7 A.M.



SPRING IS SPRUNG the grass is
Riz, I wonder where the Crane is?
Time to pull the covers off and get

started an all those wonderful jobs we
need to do before Launch. You know,
scraping, painting, cleaning, fixing. 

Thanks to all those members who
attended the Spring General Meeting
in person and also those who sent in
their proxies. The executive presented
the club’s budget, which was
explained at length by Jeff Ante,
leaving no doubt that the treasury is in
good hands. The members were
reminded that the garbage dumpster is
NOT for the disposal of your home
renovation project drywall, studs etc.

The decision with regards to
application for a permanent Liquor
Licence was challenged from the floor
and a motion to rescind was seconded
so will have to be addressed at the Fall
Meeting at which time a two-thirds
majority vote would be required to
alter that decision.

The other item requiring your
attention is the new constitution,
which has been passed in principal.
This is a major change in how the club
will function and I urge you all to read
it carefully and think about the
implications. Copies are available at
the clubhouse. 

Plans for the clubs 50th
Anniversary celebrations at SAILPAST
2001 are coming along nicely thanks to
Ron McIntyre and his Social
Committee.   _
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Phil Delahaye

COMMODORE’S
COMMENTS Paul Evans

VICE COMMODORE

AS IS USUAL over the annual
billing period, we have lost
some good members: Bill Allen,

Bob Dematteo, Neil Gillis and Gord
Willcocks have all moved on.
However, we have also gained two
new sailing members. Doug Wright
has moved up from Crew to Sailing
membership and we have a new
sailing member, Andrew Porter.

We currently have 107 Sail
Members, 17 Life Members, 10 Junior
Members and about 69 Crew
members.

There are currently three Not In
Good Standing Members and we hope
to resolve those in the near future.
There remain a few small adjustments
that are outstanding as well and those
are also in process of being resolved.

For the 50th Anniversary, my part
lies in the published materials of the
Club. I would like to express my
thanks to Bill Middleton for providing
me with a large amount of material
that I have been digging through. I
also want to thank in advance Richard
Taylor for what will be soon coming
his way as there are a number of items
that I hope to see in Spar and Prop. I
especially would like to thank Chris
Hanson for volunteering his time to
develop a special 50th Anniversary
Logo for us.

For this year, the budget items of
the Vice Commodore include: 

Spar and Prop $2400
Office Supplies, Printing
(Rules/History), Postage $1000
New Computer software $ 300
Easter Parade $ 200
Inter Club Darts League $ 100
50th Anniversary (all items) $3500
Total $7500

I would like to thank Ian Whan for
presenting to you at the Special
Meeting, the changes to the
Constitution, ByLaws and Rules that
the 2001 Committee and the Board of
Directors have worked on.

If anyone has any questions, I
would suggest that they be noted and
I will try to respond in a future Spar
and Prop.    _

I’M SURE WE WERE SANDING and
anti-fouling this time last year. This
year we’re still looking at snow and

ice reluctantly giving way to brown
patches.

Club meetings certainly dominated
the month of March. Two or three
weekly executive meetings and the
SGM. As P.E.T. once said, the universe
is unfolding as it should. There remain
concerns in this corner about the work-
load on the new, reduced numbers (to
6 from 9), single-level executive. I, for
one, would not want to have the
executive ‘responsibility’ for steering
the several committees trying to put
together the racing season, the cruising
season, the social season, Sailpast, and
regalia all to be in place by launch. Oh,
and then there is your own boat to get
together. I know the comment was
made that ‘it works in business’ but
there are significant incentives—like
keeping your job—that help the
delegation process along in the
business world. I would hope that the
minimal reward of a visible executive
position, whatever the respect of the
membership that generates, and the
goodwill generated by collective effort
are more the spirit of TH&SC than any
focus on the compulsory aspects of
work days or committee work.

Head for the water boys and girls.
Get me off dry land as soon as
possible. We’re trying to finalize the
racing and cruising events calendar in
time to get it printed for launch. And
then we can do what a sailing club
does best—bitch about the race results.
Strike that last phrase. End this sketch.

Our rudder was last seen in many
small pieces on the floor of Patagonia
Boatworks. Luis assures me that it can
and will be rebuilt. Like anything else
boat related, the simple rudder hides
so many engineering and design
calculations you never bother to think
about. It’s expensive, it’s not easy to
fix, it has to move tonnes of dead
weight, a miscalculation in the core
design can lead to weakness years
later.  On the Hobie, if your rudder
trailing edges aren’t smooth, you’ll be
sailing with a constant vibrating
murmur rising occasionally to a howl.
It can look like a rudder and walk like
a rudder but poor design or materials
will cost you compass points and
speed on every sail.   _

Patrick Flynn
REAR COMMODORE

Launch Day
May 5th

See Harbourmaster James Brown’s
report for details of Launch.

Getting Launched
Event

May 5th
after the boats are in

the water

See Social Chair Ron McIntyre’s
report for details of the party.
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To all our friends at TH&SC
As many of you have probably

heard, we are moving to Victoria BC.
Gael Force is also being moved to BC.

We made this decision at
Christmas time, sold our condo,
resigned from our jobs and left for the
drive across Canada March 5.

Winter is not the best time of year
to run into sailors and although we
have had the opportunity to say
goodbye to some of you personally, we
wanted to say goodbye to everyone.

We enjoyed our time at TH&SC, it
was a great place to be.

Goodbye and best wishes.   _

THANKS FOR
EVERYTHING

by Sandra and Neil Gillis

IAM IN THE US until the 20th of
April and then will be back working
around the club for launch. As you

all must have noticed, Heidi has been
holding down the fort and keeping the
club in excellent condition. I have
posted the work duties for launch. If
anyone feels that they cannot do the
job I have assigned please call me and I
will accommodate you.

There is a lot happening with the
property: we will be finishing the patio
behind the mast crane at D Dock; the
garage will be getting a new roof and
the general property around the club
house will be getting a general
upgrade. Most of the work does not
require a lot of money, just physical
labor. Mike Flynn will be calling you
all and assigning work duties to
accomplish what we have planned.

For those people who have
schedules that just won’t work or
would like to be over-achievers, I am
preparing the Big Book of Little Jobs
again and you may sign up and do
your duty days that way.

I know that there are some people
who do certain jobs each year. Please
let Mike Flynn know what you do so
he can record the time you have put in.

I will be attending to the disposal
of the waste antifreeze and oil when I
get back, please, if you are disposing of
oil or antifreeze, put them in containers
or better yet take them to the
municipal disposal area over by Leslie
Street near the spit.

The computerized gate system is
going to be abandoned. I feel the
system is outdated and will be too
costly to complete.

If you wish to call me I can be
reached by calling my home and
leaving a message or by email at
rcam@mobile.rogers.com.    _

Squad”. During the St. Patty’s Eve
event, everyone pitched in to make it a
great success. With Chris and Brenda
taking charge of the kitchen, you really
gave the party a good warm homey
feel. Paul and Sue, you really dug into
the glamour job—cleaning. Your
cleanup efforts drastically minimized
the work to do the next morning!!
Once again  THANK YOU!!!!!!!!!  

Lastly I would like to take this
opportunity to encourage everyone to
come to our “Getting Launched” event.
After the boats are in the water and the
crane has made its exit, lets break out
our BBQ goods and beverages for the
inaugural 2001 sailing season party. It
will be a great opportunity to tell lies,
brag about your new equipment,
complain about your old equipment,
hang around to see if your boat still
floats, and later on (while romancing
about sailing) get cosy in your v-berth
again. I look forward to seeing you all
there!!

Please note that I will be selling
tickets ($30.00 each) for sailpast on
launch day. I will be toting the
substantial early bird prize along with
me that will be drawn for at the party
later in the evening. A lot of you have
expressed a ton of interest in bringing
crew and guests along to this, our 50th
Anniversary Sailpast. We are also
having a lot of original returning
members in attendance that day. A
note to the wise, we are limiting the
ticket sales to 250, so be sharp and
buy early. 

May the wind not blow up your…
well… you know what I mean.   _

EEddiittoorr’’ss  ee--mmaaiill  aaddddrreessss  iiss
rwt@total.net

❦ ❦ ❦ ❦

TThhee  DDeeaaddlliinnee  ffoorr  tthhee
JJUUNNEE  iissssuuee  ooff
SSppaarr  &&  PPrroopp  iiss

AApprriill  3300tthh

ICAN SMELL IT ….Yup, its, well,
maybe its just the smokestack next
door, but just possibly it might be

sailing season. This must be the first
time in history that its hasn’t snowed
heavily since Phil took his tarp off. I
was wandering around the yard this
spring looking for a better tarp/frame
solution, and I don’t know how many
of you noticed, but Tony had come up
with the best, sturdiest solution for
tarp framing I’ve ever seen. Just ask
Tony for some tips on this cutting edge
technology. I digress….

I quickly discovered this past
weekend (April 8th) the true meaning
of being on the board of executives, in
charge of social activities. If you see a
sign on my back that says, “Will chat
for beer”, don’t take it as a sign to
bugger off … I might be thirsty!
Martinis or “Gosling Black Seal” rum
can also get my attention!! I would also
like to ask that if you have any
requests, or “formal” questions, that
you give them to me in paper form or
by e-mail. It’s difficult for me while
working on the boat to keep track of all
that I have going on in the boat as well
as other social concerns … especially
after a few rounds of “chatting for
beer”!

Did someone say beer?!?! Speaking
of beer, we had an astounding turnout
for St. Patty’s Eve a few weeks back..A
big round of applause for the eighty
who drank, danced, sang, drank, and
chatted the night away into the wee
small hours of the morning. A little
something for everyone. While there
were a lot of club members, it was
exciting to meet the remarkable
number of guests present throughout
the night. Once again Chris
MacCallum went over the top making
some two hundred delectable potato
skins that were enjoyed by all. I have
since developed an unnatural love/lust
with potato skins. The abundance of
food will overflow into the launch day
lunch. 

IF YOU ONLY READ PART OF MY
REPORT, PLEASE MAKE IT THIS
PART!!!.

My wholehearted thank you to all
of you in the social committee!!! I am
thinking of change the name from
“social committee” to “Tactical Social

Ron McIntyre
SOCIAL CHAIR

Ross Campbell
PROPERTY MGR.
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I have been, am, and will be
preparing for club cruises of our own.
The dates are in the final stages as the
clubs that we have plans for have been
contacted and want us to arrive to
participate in a special event of
their own.

Our first likely will be our July 1st
long weekend picnic cruise to Firepit 6
and/or the Island Yacht Club. As with
all cruises the particulars and agenda
will be posted well in advance, with
lots of time to sign up.

Whitby has invited us to their
Mayor’s Cup Race and Lobsterfest on
July 14, a fun weekend for everyone
because we also have planned a
“pirates invasion” on Whitby. They are
waiting for us and are planning to
repel the “attack”. This may mean a
stopover at Highland to muster
the troops.

The long weekend in August is
Harbourfest in Wilson, NY. A fun time
with poker runs, food cooking and
eating contests (see pig on a spit
barbecue) lots of music and fireworks.
Some of us attended last year and this
is a good one.

Port Dalhousie is expecting us
around the end of August. We are
planning this to be the last official
cruise of the summer and will be a
cruiser’s party, barbecue, and
sing along.

Any of the clubs around the lake
that have a group of cruisers have a
name such as the Vikings, Titans,
Kruzers, Crewzers etc. We will be
looking for a name for our club
cruisers, The TH&SC somethings.
Bring your best names forward
(Patrick, I see another contest here)
and let’s see if we can get a name that
we will be proud to sail with.

In closing I would like to thank
Wendy and Russ Germain for sending
me an Internet address outlining the
ports around Lake Ontario. It is a
wonderful site where you can point
and click on a map and learn
everything you need to know about a
port. The address is
www.lakeontariosailing.com. 

From now on check the cruising
section on the bulletin board. There
will be stuff !!   _

WITH BRIGHTER and longer
days around, the snow and
ice gone their way, it is a

sure sign that it can’t be much more
than a month to launch. Already that
lure of distant ports, the good times,
and the beautiful, long lazy days of
summer, that feeling we pushed down
all winter, is starting to come back.
From now on, acting like children we
can let the joy out again. This summer
will be the very best! We’ve got plans!

Already it is shaping up to be a
real busy summer. Along with it being
our 50th Anniversary, we have a
number of events that other clubs
want to attend. We have a number of
formal requests for dock space at
particular times, the biggest being the
Jazz Festival and our already famous
Calypso Night. There have been
official requests to reserve for thirty-
four boats so far. Burlington, Whitby,
Port Dalhousie and Wilson Yacht
Clubs have all made requests. We
have responded by stating that we
will not turn anyone away but they
may have to raft or anchor.

Whitby Yacht Club plans to kick
off their season early, by cruising to
the best little club on the lake, for the
May long weekend. They want to
make our club their traditional first
cruise of the season.

The reason for telling you about
cruises to our club is to let you know
that we have been told how welcome
we are at their clubs. Not only have
they been welcoming us all these
years, but now they are so keen on
inviting us, they will inform us when
they have events so they can plan on
us being there. 

You probably already know that
Peter Martyn has prepared and sent
reciprocal cards to clubs around the
lake. These are sent for our benefit so
that we have a welcome port, rather
than just any port and we may just
have a contest (note to Patrick Flynn)
to see who has cruised to the most
reciprocals. As well, I have heard from
the last meeting that invitations will
be sent to some clubs advising them
of our 50th anniversary so you may
see boats here from clubs that have
been here before.

Dennis MacCallum

FLEET CAPTAIN
CRUISING Michael Flynn

WAYS AND MEANS

ANEW SAILING SEASON is
rapidly approaching and it is
time to get the tarps off and

warm up the polishing cloths. Don’t
use up all your energy ironing the sails
or re-spicing the bowsprit. Your club
needs you, or more specifically, WAYS
and MEANS wants you. Thanks to all
members who dutifully completed
their skills checklists. It makes it much
easier to match people’s skills to
required jobs.  A special thank you to
the three members who didn’t put
their names on the forms! I’ll be in
touch with you as soon as I find out
who you are. To the others who have
yet to complete the form or whose
dog/cat ate same, please leave a copy
for me at the club (blank forms will be
on the bulletin board).

There is no shortage of ways to
make up your three day’s work
commitment. Help is required for
routine maintenance, Officer of the
Day, Wednesday night racing
(committee boat and food preparation)
and week-end races (six for the season
—committee boat).  

I am working to get the Jobs Lists
made up and posted on the bulletin
board by April 15, 2001. Keep
watching and sign up early for the
choicest details. Those of you didn’t
make up your full commitment last
year are invited to lend extra
assistance this year! There will be
occasions to form special work parties
which I will coordinate by phone. If I
leave a phone message, please call me
back rather than wait for a second call.
It is a lot of work to call 117 members!

Ways and Means is back on track
and ALL members’ workdays will be
recorded. Jeff Ante is revenue hungry
and is just itching to issue invoices for
missed workdays! 

Bring on the sun. Lets get the
work done early and have our club
spruced up for the 50th. Then we
PARTY.    _
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DARTS REPORT

by Bill Martindale

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 9

THE DART SEASON for
2000/2001 has now come to an
end and I am pleased to report

that we were not disgraced in the final
results. Despite having lost the services
of one of the better players in the
whole league, i.e., Neil Gillis, we
never-the-less shared second place
with Cathedral Bluffs Yacht Club. The
league winners were once again
Highland Yacht Club with whom we
tied in our last match of the season on
22nd March at their club. Ashbridge’s
Bay Yacht Club obviously came in
third as this year there were only four
clubs participating in the league. Next
season we will simply put on a lot
more pressure and remove HYC from
the exalted position of being first in the
league. Hopefully, we will have a little
more backing from the club members,
some of whom would no doubt
strengthen our team and help us to
achieve the desired result.

The awards night hosted by
Ashbridge’s Bay Yacht Club on
Thursday, 29th March, was a great
evening and Julien of ABYC who
organized the event did a really great
job. The dinner was excellent and was
followed by the award of the dart
trophies to the respective clubs. Then
there was a draw for various prizes in
which each participant from the
various clubs received small and
amusing and sometimes useful items.
The evening ended with a game of
“Killer” in which everyone could join
in and which proved to be both
amusing and a lot of fun. Our
congratulations and thanks to ABYC
for a very entertaining evening.

On Friday 30th March, our team
held the last meeting of the season at
the club when we played each other to
ascertain our club champion for the

This report from Judy and Aubrey is
edited from letters sent in  March and
April 2001.

For a complete story of their
adventures through the Logs of Veleda,
please let me know and I’ll e-mail them to
you. The first one, Toronto to Bermuda, is
ready.—Rich

*        *        *
Audax Boatyard, Palma
March 22, 2001

Hi Folks,
Well, we are blocked up in the

boatyard, and the mechanic is having
problems releasing the coupling on the
shaft from the transmission. We don’t
know how long it will be. If we can get
the shaft off and the thread properly
tapped, we may be out of here this
afternoon. If not we may be here on the
hard for a couple of days.

Weather is still warm, verging on
the hot today. We have not had any
rain for the past two weeks. Summer is
coming.

Porto Colom, Mallorca
April 4, 2001

Hi Folks,
We are at a mooring buoy here in

Porto Colom just up from the southeast
tip of Mallorca, another bright sunny
day with a 15 knot breeze blowing
across the well sheltered bay. We have
had difficulty in picking up weather
forecasts the past few days, but
fortunately the weather has been
moderate and no heavy winds since
we came across from Cabrera in a
force-eight gale four days ago.

We will be here for a couple of
days as I have to go into Palma on the
6th to pick up my son Gilles from the
airport. He will be joining us for a
month as we sail around the Balearics.

At last we have been able to get
our audio coupler working from public
payphones. The last log sent out from
San Jordi was sent via payphone. It
worked well, and was even cheaper
than going to a cybercafe. It cost only
40 pesetas (about 32 cents Cdn.) one
evening to process 32 messages in a
five-minute online session. This one
too will be sent via the coupler, as will
most of our messages from now on. A

VELEDA
WORLD CRUISE

by Aubrey Millard

year. I was extremely lucky in not
having been knocked out of the
tournament in the first two rounds
when I played both Rosemary
Johnston and Marie Wilson. Both these
matches went to the third game and in
each case it was pure luck that I
managed to get the final double before
either of the two ladies. The final game
was between myself and Lee Rixon
and I am sure the Lee would agree
with me when I say that neither of us
deserved to win this match. However,
one of us had to be lucky and in this
instance it was me.

So away go our darts until next
winter and our thoughts turn to the
more important issues of summer and
sailing, an in my case, motoring
around the lake in my old rubber boat.
Hope you all enjoy a safe and happy
season.    _

Jeff Ante
TREASURER

SPRING IS HERE, the bank is flush
and bills are being paid promptly.
All is well with the club. The

Special General Meeting was well
attended and the budget was passed
after some lively debate. Your
Executive has some special plans on
the drawing board for this year, our
50th anniversary.

I would like to thank Bill Appleton
who volunteered again to be
“Accounts Receivable Officer” and
Sylvie Lavoie (King) who is our
accountant/bookkeeper. Bill tells me
he heard all kinds of footsteps at his
door at all hours of the night on the
deadline date for the fees.

To keep you updated, I think I am
finally making some progress with my
phone calls to the various agencies
regarding our not receiving a tax bill
since 1999. The City Auditor may
finally get a response for us and find
out why the delay since the city is
crying for money.

Not to be the “Hammer” but a
reminder to those few members who
owe outstanding amounts. I sent out
statements to those who still owe a
balance. If you have any questions
regarding these please call me. All
outstanding balances must be paid by
launch day or arrangements made with
the Executive for a payment schedule.
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BUT, HEY!!! …THA T’S
THE ADVENTURE

by Eric Muff

SO, THERE WE WERE, happily on
our way to beautiful downtown
Bermuda.

I’ve heard many times of the
Bermuda Triangle, but I’ve never been
able to figure it out.

Shit! It’s all I can do to figure out
that the square on the hypotenuse of a
right angled triangle is equal to, or
greater then, the sum of the squares on
the other two sides.

But, hey!!!…I had to drop out and
fight a bleedin’ war.

The weather when we left was
unbelievable and it got increasingly
better. After the lifeboat drill and the
bars are now open drill, we settled in
to our new-found daily routine.

This is an abbreviated version of
our expected agenda:

Sunday Boston, 
Mass. Dock—4 pm

Monday At sea Cruise
Tuesday St. George’s,

Bermuda Dock—10 am
Wednesday St. George’s, 

Bermuda Dock
Thursday St. George’s, 

Bermuda Dock
Friday St. George’s, 

Bermuda Dock
Saturday At sea Cruise—1 pm
Sunday Boston, 

Mass. Dock—8 am

One thing I must admit is that
cruise ships are usually on time and
you can make connections. Merchant
ships are never on time and you can’t.

So, according to the schedule, we
did leave at 4 pm.

Here, let me explain a little more
fully this concept to Free-Style
Cruising. First off, as I said earlier, no
money changes hands on the whole
cruise. They take an imprint of your
favourite credit card. That pays for
everything—drinks; duty free shop;
shore excursions and all gratuities. If
you have no credit you can pay the
whole shot ten minutes before you step
ashore—cash or cheque.

The part of Free-Style that appeals
to me the most is dining. Though I do
like having gratuities included in the
fare. There are several dining rooms.
One is formal (black tie), one is

informal (jacket and tie), one is casual
(buttoned polo shirt and slacks). The
choice is yours. I like that. Dress to
your mood.

All-in-all I think it is a good
concept and I think it will be adopted
by other lines.

And the big thing for me—
hospitals and a medical staff. These are
on all cruise ships, not only Free-Style.

We opted for black-tie for the
Captain’s Galas and informal to the
others.

Most breakfasts and lunches we
did casual on the upper deck. These
are basically buffet. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, chips and pizzas are
available all day long on the uppers.

I have never encountered a
swimming pool like this one. It’s about
thirty feet deep and no shallow end
(for us waders) and the ladder goes
nowhere near the bottom. Irene loves

to swim but since her stroke, her
movements are limited. One quiet
afternoon I managed to get her into the
pool where she was in her element. But
then I had to get her out. Sacred heart
o’ Jesus! Me, a non-swimmer, her a
near spastic. Talk about a Mack Sennett
comedy! We kept the pool-siders
amused for about an hour. We didn’t
try that drill again.

But, hey!!!…that’s Free-Style.
The entrance to St. George’s

Harbour is extremely narrow. You can
almost reach out and touch the shore
on either hand. Similar to spots on the
Panama Canal.

But the channel is deep and soon
you are securely alongside in beautiful
downtown Ordinance Island, where
they used to hang the scoundrels for
fun and profit. It’s hard to imagine us
lovable limeys as scoundrels, isn’t it?
But, there you go.

What warmed the cockles of this
tired old heart was to see the good old
Union flag fluttering in the balmy
breeze. Anyone remember when it
used to fly in this town?

A footpath from Ordinance Island
takes you to King’s Square where the
town hall holds court over the
picturesque port. At noon o’clock the

town crier urges the tourista to try the
original wooden stocks, pillory and
dunking stool (a real gold mine for the
Kodak corporation).

Kittycorner from King’s Square is
the old White Horse Tavern, the most
popular ale house in town. Some brave
hearts never get beyond it.

Also on Ordinance Island is a full-
scale replica of the Sea Venture which
dumped the original settlers ashore
here after they stupidly struck a reef.
Radar wasn’t worth a shit in those
days.

There is also a bronze statue of
George Somers on the island.
Apparently he was a big noise here 
in the early 1600s. It looks like he 
was a better administrator than he 
was a sailor.

But, hey!!…nobody’s perfect.
When I was last on the island,

about a hundred years ago, there were
no cars, just mopeds, bicycles and
shanks pony. But, like everything else,
they (in their great wisdom) had to
spoil it. Now we have pollution, road
rage and all that goes along with the
Great American Dream—$$$$$.
Progress, my children, progress.

A gem of useless information—
Shakespeare, I am told, patterned his
yarn “The Tempest” after the
shipwreck of the Sea Venture. Don’t you
just love the Education Channel?

I managed, one day, to get Irene on
the bus and we were driven into
Hamilton, the town that replaced St.
George’s as capital. A beautiful, scenic
drive and another beautiful town.

When we got to Hamilton, the
cruise ship Zenith, which was tied up
astern of us in St. George’s was tied up
on Front Street. And I had to fork out
eleven bucks for bus fare. Maybe I
chose the wrong cruise line.

But, hey!!!…yer pyes yer sixpence
and yer tykes yer chances.

On another lovely afternoon I
decided to take Irene to see the historic
old church of St. Peter’s. We bypassed
the countless steps in front and took
the roundabout route to the back
entrance. Steps are hell as you age.

St. Peter’s is the oldest Anglican
church in the western hemisphere still
in continuous service. It was built
in 1620.

I have to smile when I talk of
churches. I grew up in St. Hilda’s
Anglican church in Fairbank,
Ontario—way back. Of course, in those
days it was St. Hilda’s Church of

We opted for black-tie for
the Captain’s Galas…
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England. My dog tags during the dark
days proclaimed that I was Church of
England. Now I’m a bloody Anglican.
It seems to be against the law in
Canada to be English, let alone use the
word. But I digress.

All the beams and uprights are
hand-hewn and massive, with grown
knees where they meet, as in old-tyme
ship construction. Hand-carved altar
and pews, and of course, the standard
of St. George. A magnificent edifice.

On leaving, Irene opts to use the
many stairs, down is less painful. So
with her right hand on the handrail
and me on her left we begin our
descent. All’s well ’till we get to the
second-last stair which is blocked by a
small bush. I ease to the left, she let’s
go the handrail and steps off into mid-
air, misses the last stair and we come
crashing down like a ton of s____. I tell
her not to move and scramble stagger
to my feet. For those of you who do
not know Irene, she is quite sturdy, and
there is no way on God’s earth that I
can get her on her feet without a three-
fold purchase.

A kindly gentleman comes
alongside and asks if he can help. I
thank him profusely and ask him to go
across the street to the Cop Shop and
send a policeman over. I thought
something might be broken. Within
minutes a policewoman appears.
About 5-7 and built like a stone
outhouse. After checking for broken
bones, she pronounces her fit to travel,
grabs her under the arms, and like a
feather places her on her feet, I,
looking on in awe. I gave her a few
statistics for her report and off we go in
all directions.

Who says they’re never around
when yo need them?

This is getting windy again so I’ll
sign off and finish off when I get back.

You’ll never guess where I’m
scribbling this last page and a half.
You’re right! The Holiday Inn in
beautiful downtown Sydney, Ohio. I
never heard of it either.

I’m on my way to sunny (I hope)
California on an O.P.P.’s bus trip.

But, hey!!…it’s a dirty job, but
somebody’s gotta do it.

Let’s do launch sometime. See ya
then.    _

main difficulty in this procedure is that
during the day time, the sun is so
bright it makes it difficult to see the
screen and to identify the curser.
Evenings are fine, and cheaper.

We have been enjoying several
beautiful calas (small bays) over the
past few days. I have a video eight
camcorder now that I am still
experimenting with, and have been
taking some lovely shots of these calas,
and caves eroded into the limestone
cliffs. I hope I can put this material
together in an interesting video
account of our cruising life. The
Balearics are a beautiful group of
islands that are being well developed
for their tourist and holiday potentials.

Porto Colom, Mallorca
April 7, 2001 
Hi Folks,

We’re enjoying this large bay at a
secure mooring buoy for a third night.
The cost, if ever we have a chance to
find the Harbour Master’s office open,
is only 450 pesetas a night, and
showers are available. It is called Porto
Colom as it is the port town for
Felanitx a few kilometers inland, the
alleged birth place of Christopher
Columbus (Cristobal Colom in
Mallorcan), and hence the name.

We rented a car to pick up my son
Gilles from Palma airport. He arrived
OK, although his plane was 95 minutes
late, and he was another 90 minutes
before emerging from the arrivals area
as the airlines lost his luggage. We may
have to go back if they do not deliver it
when it finally arrives. 

Otherwise, all is fine with us. We
are enjoying the good weather and
have anchored in several enchanting
calas (small coves) over the past few
days since leaving Palma.

All the best,
Aubrey  

Porto Cristo, Mallorca
April 10, 2001
Hi Folks:

We're alongside (standard
Mediterranean mooring, bows on with
a stern line) here in Porto Cristo at a
very economical 500 pesetas ($4.00
Cdn) a day. Lovely weather, a resort
town, sandy beach, and the living is
easy!

We hope to meet up with Soleil
Sans Fin, Bill and Jean, friends we met

Veleda World Cruise
Continued from page 6

EVENT OF THE
MILLENNIUM!

TH&SC’s
50th Anniversary

Sailpast 2001

Dinner and Dance
Saturday, June 2nd

Adult Tickets $30
Children $5 (12 & under)

Early-bird Draw Tickets
Available for Sale on Launch Day

But, Hey!!!
Continued from page 7

in London, and again in Barcelona who
are now coming to the Balearics,
hopefully for the Easter weekend in
Pollensa. We are listening to the
cruisers’ net of  friends we met in
Barcelona who chat each morning on
8104, and can find out who is where as
they cruise the Med. We only have a
short wave receiver, no transmitter, so
we can't talk to them except by e-mail
or mobile phone while in Spanish
waters.

With Gilles’ suitcase we got the
mail that Judy’s parents have been
saving up for us, and have had a
chance to read “GAM” and “Good Old
Boats” sailing magazines to see what is
happening back home in the sailing
world. They are  both good magazines
that we appreciate. Thank you Ruth
and Henry for saving  them for us.

All the best,
Aubrey _
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THIS IS A SUMMARY of the basic
changes made to our Club’s
Constitution, Bylaws and Rules.

The primary change was to
accomodate the new structure that was
passed at the AGM last December.
Primarily, the Board of Directors and
the current Executive will be combined
into one body and reduced in size. This
new Executive Board will be the only
level of administration in the Club.

This new governing group would
be referred to as the Executive Board.
This meant merging the roles of the
Board and Executive and also meant
that a large part of the effort of running
the Club needs to be moved into
committees. The election method and
terms of office have been defined as
well as the duties of the new Executive
Board members. In the past, the Board
was intended to be the stablizing factor
and long term planning was one of the
roles performed. This effort now needs
to be performed by a Planning
Committee of more senior members.
Those are the basic changes to the
Constitution.

For the Bylaws, there are a couple
of important items to be aware of. In
the past, if discipline of a member was
required, the Executive would
recommend to the Board what
discipline was required. The Board
would hold a hearing with the member
and render a decision. This process will
need to be revised so that a
Membership Committee will hold a
hearing with the member and
recommend to the Executive Board
what discipline it feels is required. The
duties of each member of the Executive
Board and the committees that they
will require to form have also been laid
out in the Bylaws. The election for the
Executive Board will take place in
September of each year. All members
will be expected to serve on at least
one “committee”.

In the Rules, very little has
changed other than to alter Executive
to Executive Board.    _
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James Brown
HARBOURMASTER

HAPPY SPRING to all of you!
The time is finally approaching

where we can all get back to the thing
we love the most. There are a few
things I want to mention for those of
you who were unable to attend the
General Meeting.

First off, launch day, as you know,
is Saturday May 5, 2001. The start time
for all to be here is 7:00 AM. Please be
prompt and ready to work. No
excuses! Work parties have already
been posted on the bulletin board.

Secondly, no cars are allowed in
the club parking lot on launch day
except for those vehicles designated.
Please use the Ashbridges Bay public
lot. Non-members or anyone not
working out on the lot are not allowed
on the premises.

Thirdly, please obey all safety rules
and use precautions.

And finally, please notify me prior
to May 5th if you are not launching
your boat.

Members are also reminded that if
you wish to bring a new or different
boat into the club you MUST inform
the executive in writing, and in plenty
of time.

I would like to add that we have
several exciting duties to sign up for
this season. Please embrace them. They
are your docks, so let’s take care of
them.

Looking forward to a new season
of sailing.

Cheers!    _

Your boat will not be launched
according to club rules if arrangements
or payment have not been made.

Another reminder for those who
are doing projects for the club this
year: If you spend money please
submit your receipts on a timely basis
so we can reimburse you or account for
the money you have been advanced.
This will allow me to keep the club
books up to date and current.

Also a reminder that the garbage
bin will only be emptied twice a month
so try to recycle, and no garbage from
home please. After my lecture at the
SGM about the garbage I went outside
to discover the bin full with old
carpeting and Christmas decorations
etc.

Happy sailing to all.    _

Treasurer’s Report
Continued from page 6

TH&SC members may be
surprised to find out that the best
selling cookbooks “Looney

Spoons” and “Crazy Plates” by Janet
and Greta Podleski were illustrated by
cartoonist and long-time member Ted
Martin. Some members have had Ted
autograph their copy of the book(s), for
themselves, or for gifts. Sylvie Lavoie
will order books for members to
purchase at cost and Ted will
autograph books for members, in all
likelihood following completion of all
launch related work on Launch Day.
Anyone interested in this offer should
get in touch with Sylvie by e-mail at
slavoie@iname.com or by telephone
(416) 483-9607.   _

Summary of
Constitution, Bylaws

and Rule Changes

ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN at
Launch for regalia celebrating
the club’s 50th Anniversary.

There will be finished samples of the
clothing etc. on display at launch.
Please bring your cheque book so you
can order these fine articles and not be
disappointed.   _

50TH ANNIVERSARY
REGALIA

A UNIQUE OFFER
AND AUTOGRAPH

by Syvlie Lavoie
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